Newsletter
Website : www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au
Community Market (bookings) : www.trybooking.com/36342
Dear Parents
AGM : Thursday 19 May at 7:00pm
Our Annual General Meeting (AGM)
will precede our next School Council
meeting on Thursday 19 May in the
JLC. The 2015 School Annual Report
will be presented at this meeting and
contains information about 2015
student achievement, NAPLAN,
NAPLAN learning gain, student
attendance, school finances and
learning strategies. The Annual Report
will be available on our website after
the AGM.
This meeting is open to all members of
our school community and will go for
approximately 30 minutes.
Market
We had a fabulous market last
Saturday. The weather was warm and
sunny with lots of people, stalls and
activity. We made more coffee than
any market before and the cake stall
was a huge success. Our generous
school and local community all helped
to raise nearly $9,500.
Congratulations to our hard working
market committee and all volunteers
who do such a great job every market.
Principal Mentoring Program
Joanna Stanford will be joining Elwood
PS for the next two weeks. Joanna is
the Assistant Principal at Derrimut PS
and will complete four weeks of
mentoring as part of Principal
Preparation Program with the Bastow
Leadership Institute.
Our school has been chosen to be part
of this program due to our leadership
structures, leadership coaching and the
fantastic things we do at Elwood PS in
relation to literacy, numeracy,
curriculum programs, specialists
programs, parent connectedness and

community involvement. Joanna will
be involved in all aspects of our school
and will return for a further two weeks
in Term 3. Please make her feel very
welcome when you have the
opportunity to meet her.
Education Week
Next week is Education Week in all
schools in Victoria. We will be having
a range of opportunities for you to
visit the school and see the amazing
learning that is taking place.
We will have an open morning on
Tuesday from 9:00am – 1:30pm and we
invite you to visit your child’s or any
classroom or specialist program in the
school.
Our 2017 Prep Information night will
be held next Wednesday evening.
Education Week at EPS we hope to see
you next Tuesday morning and during
the week. See the flyer attached to the
newsletter for more information.
Staffing News
We are pleased to announce the
following staffing appointments
replacing staff who will be going on
Family Leave shortly:
 Sam Casey will be joining us next
week to take over 4A after many
years of teaching at Mentone PS
and Clifton Hill PS
 Millie Henderson will take over PK
later this term after working at
Elwood PS as a CRT this year and
in New Zealand in 2015
 Leanne Murray will be taking over
in the art room later this term when
Leyna leaves us. Leanne joins us
from Sandringham East PS after six
years as a Visual Arts specialist.
We look forward to these three
excellent teachers joining our team and
becoming part of Elwood PS.
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CALENDAR
Thursday 12 May
NAPLAN
Friday 13 May
Winter Sport - Grades 5 & 6
Monday 16 May
Melbourne Museum - Grade 2
Tuesday 17 May
Solar System Trail Walk - Grade 3
Wednesday 18 May
2017 Prep Information Night
Learning & Teaching at EPS
Visit a Bookstore - 5N
Enhanced Learning
Thursday 19 May
7.15pm School Council
Friday 20 May
Winter Sport - Grades 5 & 6
Ready Set Go for 2017 Preps
Monday 23 May
3.00pm Assembly - Senior Choir
Tuesday 24 May
Kindness Effect Program - Grade 5
Wednesday 25 May
9.15am Supporting Reading
Workshop for Parents
Enhanced Learning
Thursday 26 May
Kindness Effect Program - Grade 5
Chess Competition for
selected students
Friday 27 May
Winter Sport - Grades 5 & 6

Next Curriculum Day
Student Free
Thursday 21 July
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Pink Day
Elwood PS was ablaze in a touch of pink on Monday
when our Elwood Student Council organised a gold
coin day to support breast cancer research. Our school
raised $1,300.
A special mention to Ryan Murphy 6R
who walked from Frankston to Elwood PS
to raise money for this very worthy cause.
Ryan raised over $2,400 and we are all
very proud of him.

Rob Csoti

Big Night Out
Roll up and roll out your CIRCUS finest for the 2016
Big Night Out! The biggest show comes to town Friday
29 July, from 7.00pm, when St Kilda Town Hall
transforms into a circus wonderland. Food and
entertainment is included in the ticket price.
Tickets for the Big Night Out will be on sale from
Wednesday 1 June. Ticket prices are $45.00 each
(Concession $35.00) BUT … if you buy your tickets
before the end of Term 2, Friday 24 June, take
advantage of the early bird rate of just $40.00 each
(Concession $30.00). Come one! Come all!

Writing and
Reading Parent
Sessions
Our Parent Information
session on Writing held on
the 20 April was a great
success. Over 70 parents
joined Nicole, Rob, Jay and
myself in learning about the
strategies that we use in our
classrooms to support our
students’ writing
development.
Parents
participated in a game of
Kung-Fu Punctuation and
even attempted a small ‘BIG WRITE’. The feedback has
been very positive and many parents were grateful for
the opportunity to collect resources and hear details
about how we teach writing at Elwood Primary. The
PowerPoint used will be uploaded to the website soon
for those that missed it.
On Monday 2 May, Nicole and I also held a Supporting
Reading workshop in the staffroom. Again over 30
parents (and toddlers) attended each session and heard
about how we teach reading, the structures and
strategies that we use, as well as how best to support
your child when reading at home. Morgan and Max
from 1J were by far the stars of the show as they shared
their reading skills with this large group. They were
amazing! Many parents expressed their thanks for this
session and the key message we wanted to convey was
that Reading should be an enjoyable experience for you and
your child!

Due to the success of this workshop, Nicole and I will
be running it again on Wednesday 25 May at 9.15am.
Hope to see you there.

Sara Walsh
Teaching & Learning Coach

Nude Food Mondays
Every Monday at Elwood Primary School is Nude
Food Monday! Remember to have a zero rubbish
lunch box every Monday. Each class has
representatives tallying the houses with the most
nude food lunchboxes in it. Help the environment by
contributing nothing to landfill!

You Can Do It
Making Decisions in a Group
Why learn this skill?
There are all sorts of ways to make a decision in a
group situation, from negotiating and suggesting to
persuading others. There are also other things you
can try.
What you can try:

Majority vote

A decision by a leader

Take it in turns

Go with the person who
feels most strongly
What you should avoid:

Don’t just ask one or two people, ask everyone

Don’t see it as losing if your idea is not accepted
You Can Do It!

Manners Matter
Excuse Me
Part of being a friendly and respectful Elwood
Primary School kid is realising that from time to time
you might inconvenience others. You may not mean
to, but sometimes it is unavoidable. When these
occasions do arise, we need to know how to handle
them courteously.
If we have to interrupt somebody working, or
perhaps two people talking, we should begin by
saying “excuse me” and then quickly explain what is
so important.
Of course before we interrupt, think! Do we really
have to deal with the matter immediately? Can
it wait for a short time? Is it really important? If it is
important, then “excuse me” is the way to go.
Saying “excuse me” shows others that
you are thoughtful and considerate.
All part of being an Elwood Kid.

Our Global Calendar
Our Global calendar is a way to celebrate significant
cultural and environmental events and is a terrific
springboard for conversations at home! What’s on in
the coming weeks?
15 May: RSPCA Million Paws Walk
The Million Paws Walk is a fundraising event for the
RSPCA. The RSPCA investigates more than 50,000 of
animal cruelty or neglect each year.
15 May: International Day of Families
The International Day of Families is an opportunity to
raise awareness of issues relating to families in the
international community.
15 May: Pentecost - Christian
Pentecost is a Christian celebration of the fiftieth day
after Easter. Pentecost Sunday, which marks the end
of the Easter season in the Christian calendar,
celebrates the descent of the Holy Spirit on the
Apostles.
15-21 May: Food Allergy Week
Food allergy continues to increase at alarming rates.
Researchers across the world are trying to understand
more about food allergy and the increase, those in the
Australia live with the challenge of managing risk
while maintaining a good quality of life.
20 May: Vesak - Festival of Light
Millions of Buddhists celebrate Vesak Day, an
officially recognised United Nations (UN) holiday
that celebrates the birth of Gautama Buddha, the
founder of Buddhism.
22 -28 May: National Palliative Care Week
Palliative care is an issue that will affect all of us at
some point in our lives, whether as a patient, carer,
family member, neighbour or friend. It's important
that all Australians are aware of what care and
support is available to them at the end of their lives
and how they can receive it; that they have thought

about what care they want and shared this with their
loved ones and health professionals; and because it's
important people know that palliative care is about
living well at the end of life - it's for you, your carers
and your family.
23 May: World Turtle Day
For more than 100 million years, marine turtles have
covered vast distances across the world's oceans, and
have been an integral part of tropical coastal
ecosystems. Over the past 200 years, human activities
have tipped the scales against the survival of these
ancient mariners.
25 May: World MS Day
World MS Day is a day to educate and inform people
across the world about the different types of access
issues faced by people with Multiple Sclerosis.
Enjoy your upcoming weeks, whatever it holds or
whatever you are celebrating.

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal
Skateboarders

Does anybody have an old skateboard they are
willing to donate to the Enhanced Learning Program?
Please drop off at the office for Heather or Jenny.
Many thanks

Heather

Attachments :
What’s happening during weeks 5 & 6 at EPS?
Education Week at EPS
Only One You
Supporting Reading for Prep & Grade 1 Students
Policies for Community Review:

Privacy

Viewing of material through Electronic Media

Acceptable use of personal portable electronic devices

Information & Communication Technology (ICT) and
eSmart
Camp Australia

House Cross Country
House Cross Country 2016 was a huge success. The weather on the other hand
proved to be testing, it was a very windy day, to say the least. It was certainly
character building, every student put in their best effort which was great to see.
It was a huge effort to finish with the wind blowing head on as they finished,
they all did so well. The house spirit was so good to see even when it was blowing
a gale. We still danced, sang and boogied our way through the day. There were
48 students who made it to Districts, which was the top 8 from each age for boys
and girls. We wish them the best of luck next Tuesday 17 May.
Thank you to all the great support from both teachers and parents, who helped
set up, marshal and pack away after the event. It would not go ahead without
all of your help. The result was Paterson received the trophy for the most points
and Dennis won the house spirit award. This will now be known as the Jodie
Scanlon House Cross Country Plate. This was decided by our Grade 6’s to
celebrate all the hard work and commitment that Jodie has shown over her years
at Elwood PS.

Amy Parsons

