Newsletter
Website : www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au
Community Market (bookings) : www.trybooking.com/36342
Dear Parents
International Women’s Day
Last Tuesday was International
Women’s Day. I would like to formally
acknowledge the amazing women we
have working at Elwood PS. They are
all an inspiration and great role models
to our girls and our boys. They are
dedicated and focused on the learning
development of all students at EPS and
I am a much better person for working
with them all.
NAPLAN
NAPLAN testing for Grade 3 and 5
students will commence in the week
beginning May 9th. (Week 5 term 2) All
parents in Grade 3 and 5 will receive a
book let next term expla inin g
NAPLAN in detail.
NAPLAN sta nds for National
Assessment Program – Literacy and
Numeracy. All students in Australia in
Grades 3, 5, year 7 and year 9 sit
NAPLAN assessments. Students are
assessed in Writing, Reading,
Language Conventions (Spelling,
Grammar and Punctuation) and
Numeracy.
All parents receive an individual
report on how their child performed in
the assessments later in the year. The
school also receives these individual
reports and data around how we have
performed against State means and
similar schools.
How did we perform in 2015?
Our Grade 3 & 5 NAPLAN results
were exceptionally high last year when
compared to our normally great
results.
Grade 3
 Results in Reading, Numeracy,
Spelling & Punctuation and




Grammar were well above the
State. Writing results were above
the State and much higher than
2014.
All results were at their highest
levels for the last four years.
All results were on a par with our
comparison schools.

Our Grade 3 results were very pleasing
with significant growth in all literacy
and numeracy scores. These results are
an indication of the success of our
literacy and numeracy strategies in the
years leading up to Grade 3 NAPLAN
testing.
Grade 5
 Results in Reading, Numeracy,
Spelling, Punctuation and
Grammar were significantly above
the state. Writing scores were well
above the state.
 All results were again at four year
highs.
 All scores were on a par with our
comparison schools
 Students achieving high relative
growth from Grades 3 to 5 was
well above our comparison schools
and shows significant value adding
to our students learning during
Grades 3, 4 & 5.
 This comparative data again shows
the strength of our literacy and
numeracy programs with our
students’ learning growing at an
even greater level than our
comparison schools.
 All teachers continue to work very
hard in literacy and numeracy and
we expect our strong results to
continue this year.
Parent Teacher Meetings
These important and informative
meetings are taking place this week. If
you have not met with your teacher
please email them to make an
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CALENDAR
Thursday 17 March
Book shop visit - 4L
Parent/Teacher Interviews
Monday 21 March
Book shop visit - 4J
Fire Brigade visit Prep
Tuesday 22 March
Book shop visit - 4A
Wednesday 23 March
Camp Quality Presentations
- whole school
Book Store visit 3N & 3V
7.15pm School Council
Thursday 24 March
Book Store visit 3C
2.15pm Assembly
End of Term 1 : 2.30pm finish
Friday 25 March
Good Friday - Easter
Fri 25 Mar - Sun 10 April
School Holidays
Monday 11 April
Term 2 starts
3.00pm Assembly - Gr 2 Choir
Wednesday 13 April
Book Store visit 4R
Thursday 14 April
Book Store visit 4T
Friday 15 April
Book Store visit 3K
Tuesday 19April
Port Phillip Eco-centre - Grade 1

Thursday 24 March
End of Term 1
2.30pm Finish
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alternative time. We strongly recommend that all
parents meet with their classroom teachers to share and
receive important information about their child’s
learning.
International Conference
I will be attending and presenting at the International
Community Schools Conference in the USA during the
first term break. It is a large conference with delegates
from all over the USA and the world. My presentation
will focus on Parent Engagement, Curriculum
Personalisation, Community Links and Enhanced
Learning. It will be an in-depth look at how we operate
at EPS which in turn makes us such a unique, high
achieving and Inclusive Community School.

District & Division Swimming
Elwood Primary School made history this year by
coming 1st in District Swimming for the very first
time.
With thirty students swimming, twenty of
these students then progressed on to Division
swimming. This is the highest number who have
made it through to this level, many of whom
achieved their personal best times. Their support and
sportsmanship towards fellow team mates as well as
other schools was something to be proud of.

The Enhanced Learning Program returns to Elwood
Primary School.
Selected students from Grade 5 and 6 will be able to
participate in this program. There will be two groups of
8 – 10 students in the program.
This program has run successfully at Elwood Primary
School over the last five years and has two main parts.
Part 1: Focused Educational Support to enhance
student selected learning goals. This may also include
the completion of homework.
Part 2: Enhanced Learning opportunities in an exciting
range of activities linked to students interest areas.
The program will take place after school from 3:45pm –
5:30pm.
Students start with a snack then move into the
educational support session followed by the activity
based session. Each group will have at least three
leaders chosen from a teacher training university
(which may include Monash University, Victoria
University, Deakin University or RMIT) and trained by
myself. Volunteers from the NAB may be involved in
the Enhanced Learning opportunities session. Elwood
College Year 10 students will also assist with each
group.
This is an extremely exciting opportunity which will
further enhance learning and allow students to develop
their skills and talents.
This program has received Schools First funding
through the NAB program and forms a partnership
with Monash University, Noble Park PS and ourselves.
The first session will commence early Term 2 and then
continue every week until the end of Term 3
culminating in a celebration / performance at the end
of term.

Rob Csoti

Go Elwood!!

Earth Hour
Turn off your lights for EARTH HOUR or EARTH
DAY for schools
Saturday 19th March 8:30-9:30pm is Earth Hour. This
year Earth Hour is celebrating the places we love that
make our outdoor lifestyle and the Aussie way of life
so great. Our beaches, rivers, reefs, snow-capped
mountains, farmland and national parks uniquely
distinguish Australia as the “lucky country”. You can
become a part of the movement and start to take
action on climate change by visiting earthhour.org.au
to register for Lights Out or find your local event.

Camps, Sports & Excursion Fund
(CSEF)
If you hold a Centrelink, Pensioner Concession or a
Veteran Affairs Gold card you may be eligible to
apply. You must also be a parent or legal guardian of
a student attending a registered government primary
or secondary school. Please see the office for details.

You Can Do It
Term 1: Getting Along
Getting Along means working well with teachers and
classmates, resolving disagreements peacefully,
following the rules of the classroom and making
positive contributions to school, home and the
community including protecting the rights of others
and looking after the environment.

This fortnight we will be focusing on:
Taking turns and negotiating
Almost every day at school we need to take our turn.
Sometimes it is in the classroom and other times,
outside in the yard. In the classroom we may need to
wait for our turn to see the teacher or to use some
equipment. In games, we need to take our turn to bat
or bowl and all sorts of play. Wait patiently, allow
other to finish and give others a chance to have their
go too.
Negotiation involves trying to get what you want by
working it out with the other person. Negotiating
needs to be planned and each side has to complete
their side of the bargain. Remember, you are more
likely to get what you want and keep friends if the
other person gets something they want or need too.
When negotiating, always use a friendly voice.
You Can Do It!

Manners Matter
Almost every day at school there are people who help
us and who we help too.
In the classroom we can help our friends and our
teachers and outside in the playground, we often help
out students from other classrooms and especially
some of the younger students at our school.
Hopefully when we help out our friends, teachers,
parents or people around us, they will usually
respond with “thank you.”
A polite way to respond to someone saying thanks; is
to say - `You're welcome.'
Other ways of saying “you’re welcome” can include,
“no worries” or “no problems.” For example, a friend
might say, “Thanks for helping me with my work”
and we can respond with, “No problems” because it is
informal and we know each other well.
If an adult such a teacher or parent says “Thank you
for helping me,” we should respond with “You’re
welcome”.
Thank you and “You’re welcome” is another way to
show people around us that we are kind, caring and
considerate Elwood Primary Kids.

Remember, Manners Matter!

Our Global Calendar
Our Global calendar is a way to celebrate significant
cultural and environmental events and is a terrific
springboard for conversations at home! What’s on in
the coming weeks?

18 March: National Day of
Action against Bullying
and Violence
This day encourages
parents and families to
take a stand together with
school communities and recognise the important
role that everyone plays to stop bullying.
19 March: Earth Hour 8.30pm
Earth Hour is an international
sustainability movement, where
individuals and businesses are
encouraged to turn off all lights
for an hour. Earth Hour aims to increase
awareness of the impact we have on our world
through the use of fossil fuels and electricity.
Here at EPS, we will be having Earth Hour/Day
activities to highlight our sustainability efforts
such as classes popping down to one of our
many local natural spaces with their teachers
such as the canals, Elmer creek, Elsternwick
Park, Elwood beach or even just enjoying some
time in the Garden, courtyard, turf or park.
20 March: International Day of Happiness
Do something, big or small, to take part on 20
March and bring happiness to others.
21 March: Naw Ruz (New Year) - Baha'i
Naw-Ruz (`New Day') is
the Bahá'í and Iranian new
year. It occurs on the date
of the vernal equinox, and
symbolises the new life of
spring.
21 March: Harmony Day
Harmony Day is a day of
cultural respect for
everyone who calls
Australia home - from the
traditional owners of this
land to those who have come from many
countries around the world. By participating in
Harmony Day activities, we can learn and
understand how all Australians from diverse
backgrounds equally belong to this nation and
enrich it.

21 March: World Poetry Day
The United Nations describes
poetry as another facet of the
dialogue among cultures. World
Poetry Day is a celebration of the
contribution made to society by
poetry. Do you have a favourite poem that you can
recite?
21 March: World Down Syndrome Day
Down syndrome is a naturally occurring
chromosomal arrangement that has always been a
part of the human condition, exists in all regions
across the globe and commonly results in variable
effects on learning styles, physical characteristics or
health. Adequate access to health care, to early
intervention programmes and to inclusive education,
as well as appropriate research, are vital to the growth
and development of the individual.
Enjoy your upcoming weeks and school holidays,
whatever it holds or whatever you are celebrating!
Keep safe, relax and enjoy time with friends and
family and we will see you in Term 2.

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal
Music News

High Voltage Rock School will visiting Monday 21st
March in the Music room during lunchtime to talk to
students who’ve returned forms. On the day the kids
will be informed about what the program is all about
and play their instrument to help decide on groups.
You are welcome to bring your own instrument. Band
classes will be held during lunchtimes every Tuesday.
Rock on!

Garden News
There are lots of changes in the garden as the seasons
change. Can you notice what is happening?

Leaf, Root & Fruit
Have you noticed that some of our fruit trees have
had a haircut? We have been lucky enough to
have some professionals from 'Leaf, Root & Fruit'
to visit our garden.
Duncan and Tim spent over 2 hours pruning fruit
trees and also gave me a pruning lesson and other
expert advice. And they did this for free, donating
their visit to our kitchen garden program!

I heard Duncan talking about veggie boxes,
wicking beds and growing vegetables in small
spaces during the Sustainable Living Festival.
When I engaged him to come to our garden, I did
not expect such generosity.
We want to thank Leaf, Root & Fruit (http://
www.leafrootfruit.com.au/) for this help. I hope I
can remember all their pearls of wisdom.
Chickens
Do you have a name in mind for one of the new
chickens? There is a shoe box on the garden
veranda to post names. Write the number of your
chicken on a slip of paper with the suggested
name. These photos show the numbers and the
breed of each chicken.

Kate Bulling (Garden Specialist)

