Newsletter
Website : www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au
Community Market (bookings) : www.trybooking.com/36342
Dear Parents
School Council Elections 2016
Our School Council comprises of
parents, DEET employees and
community members who meet
monthly to partner together to ensure
our school provides a quality
education for all students. Parents on
School Council do not need to have
special skills, just a commitment to
work in partnership with others to
help shape the schools future.
As a parent you can nominate or
second a nomination for other parents
to be on school council for the next two
years.
It is a fantastic way to be deeply
involved in the school.
If you would like to stand for School
Council or nominate a parent to stand
please collect a nomination form and
return it to the office before 4.00pm
Friday 26 February.
The foll owin g pa re nt s
completed their two year term
retiring: John Richardson,
Pergl, Wendy Priddle and
Marinovich.

ha ve
or are
James
Anna

If there are more than four
nominations, an election will need to
be held and you will be informed of
the election process.

The following teachers have
completed their terms: Lauren
Thomas and Amy Wilson. If there are
more than two teacher nominations
an election will also need to be held
in this category.
Timeline for School Council Elections
Thursday 11 February: Nominations
called for School Council
Friday 26 Feb: Nominations closed
A list of candidates, nominator and
seconder will be displayed (if there are
more nominations than vacancies)
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CALENDAR
Wednesday 17 February
7.00pm Level 3 (Grade 3 & 4)
Information Night
Thursday 18 February
7.00pm Level 4 (Grade 5 & 6)
Information Night
7.15pm School Council
Friday 19 February
Summer Sports - Grade 5 & 6

Tuesday 1 March: Distribute ballot
papers if required

Monday 22 February
Learning by Doing - Grade 1

Friday 11 March: Close of ballot
(4:00pm)

Tuesday 23 February
Learning by Doing - Grade 1
7.00pm Parent & Friends Association

Friday 11 March: Count votes and
declare the poll
Thursday 24 March: New council is
able to meet
Please do not hesitate to contact me to
discuss anything regarding
nominations for School Council.
Information Nights
Information Nights are being held this
week at 7.00pm in the JLC:
Prep : Monday 15 February
Grade 1 & 2 : Tuesday 16 February
Grade 3 & 4 : Wednesday 17 February
Grade 5 & 6 : Thursday 18 February

SCHOOL PHOTOS
Thursday 25 February

Wednesday 24 February
Prep Gap Day
Thursday 25 February
Prep to Grade 2 Photos
(some photos)
Friday 26 February
Summer Sports - Grade 5 & 6
Monday 29 February
3.00pm Assembly - Grade 1 Choir
Tuesday 1 March
Sub-committees meet :
5.45pm Environment
6.30pm Strategic Planning
7.30pm Community Engagement
Thursday 3 March
District Swimming for qualifying
students in Grades 4 - 6
Friday 4 March
Summer Sports - Grade 5 & 6

(Prep, Grades 1 & 2 + some Families)

School uniform must be worn
Family and extra Student Envelopes will be available from the school office.

Curriculum Day
Student Free
Monday 7 March
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Information booklet will be available from our website
to download or read. You will be sent a link to all
information books this week.
Student Welfare at Elwood PS
Students, teachers and parents work together to make
Elwood Primary School a lovely place to be. We want
students to be the best they can and be ‘Organised,
Persistent, Confident’ and able to ‘Get Along’ with
others. To do this, we must respect each other’s
differences, treat each other kindly and listen to each
other.
We all need to remember that we have rights and
responsibilities to make Elwood Primary work well,
and must follow some simple safety rules.
These ideas and rules help with the safe running of the
school and make sure students can enjoy their time
here and develop as co-operative individuals.
Each class teacher and specialist teacher develops a set
of Rules, Consequences and Rewards which the class
work by and are on display in the classroom. A short
description of what may occur in each classroom
follows:
Rules
Each classroom develops a set of rules/expectations/
values that the class work to. These will generally be
set up to cover respect for others, safety, social
expectations, responsibilities and desired behaviours.
Rewards
Our school believes that children respond to positive
reinforcement.
Notes of praise are sent to parents. Children’s efforts
are recognised by verbal praise and awards in class and
whole school assembly.
Good behaviour by individuals and the whole class
may accrue points towards a reward. This reward is
negotiated between the children and the teacher. It
does not devalue any area of the curriculum and
should not incur any cost for the parent.
A typical reward may be a class party or extra time
provided for a favourite activity. Accrued points are
not taken away for misbehaviour.
Consequences
For those children who choose not to comply with our
school rules and behavioural expectations there is a
sequence of consequences.
Just as points accruing towards a reward for good
behaviour cannot be deducted, so consequences or
punishments for misbehaviour are always carried out.
All grade teachers will email home a copy of their class
classroom procedures this week for you to read and
discuss with your child.

Parking
Please obey all parking restrictions around our school
when dropping off or picking up students. Poets
Grove Kindergarten has asked me to remind parents
that their car park is for Poets Grove staff and visitors
only. Local by-laws officers have informed us they
will be in attendance to enforce all parking
restrictions around Poets Grove and Elwood PS.
Curriculum Day
Monday 7th March will be a student free day.
This is a productive and important day for staff to
learn about our new student information and data
tracking program and continue our professional
development around the VCOP and Big Write
writing program that was first implemented in our
classrooms last year so successfully.
In the first part of the day, staff will be working with
consultants from “Grade Expert”, a student
information and data tracking system being used in
many primary schools and that we have trialled over
the past year.
Teachers are able to add assessment data and
information to the program, add notes in regards to
learning and create various graphs showing grade,
group and individual learning progress. This
program will also assist us in streamlining important
information and records about each child and make
assessment and reporting more efficient.
The last part of the day will see all staff continuing
their learning in implementing and embedding our
VCOP and Big Write program across the school. We
will be focusing on best practice, sharing strategies
and approaches to use in the classrooms and
moderating writing pieces through our Cold Writes
(independent, sustained writing tasks for assessment
purposes once a term) and Big Writes (independent,
sustained writing task for student editing and
up-levelling purposes and student goal setting once a
fortnight) using the Student Writing Criteria.
Our Curriculum Days are always centred on the best
and most effective strategies, approaches and
programs for teaching and learning at EPS.

Rob Csoti
Fire Drill
As we do each year, mandated by the Department of
Education for every school in Victoria, we will hold
our first Fire Drill Evacuation on Thursday
18th February.
All teachers will talk to their class about the
importance of Fire Drills for safety practice and as
part of school life, as well as reiterating the message
of security and calmness.

In light of the high profile hoax calls to schools in the
media of late and a few schools having to either
lockdown or evacuate their schools, we will ensure all
students feel safe, calm, informed and well-versed in
this evacuation procedure both before and after the
evacuation has taken place on Thursday.
Students will be told they will hear an announcement,
“This is a drill” and then the sound of our evacuation
siren. They will then practice walking calmly to the
school park/oval with their grade and teachers where
they will line up in their grade, hear teachers take roll
call and then be dismissed to head back to their
classrooms for a de-brief.
We have completed numerous Fire Drills over the
years and we expect that our first Fire Drill for this
year will run smoothly - as it always does, with our
students showing great Elwood Primary School
actions such as co-operation and helping others both
sensibly and in an Elwood PS manner.

Nicole Richards, Assistant Principal
Room to Read, Nepal
Following the wonderful success of Elwood Primary
School's book week activities in 2014, I am pleased to
share with you that the library the Elwood school
community supported in Nepal is fully established
and open for use. We do apologise for the delay in
sharing this information with you but following the
earthquake it was necessary to revisit all projects.
In this regard we are pleased to report that this library
suffered no structural damage resulting from the
earthquakes that devastated Nepal last year. The
school where this library is located, however, did
sustain damages. While the library is open and
functional, some aspects of its administration - for
example, the implementation of a standardized book
check-out system - may be delayed while school
repairs are prioritized. We thank you in advance for
understanding, and hope you will enjoy reading the
attached final project report, which outlines the
activities you funded and the resources that have been
provided to Shree Salyantar Higher Secondary School.
Students have already begun to enjoy the new world
of written words opened up by the library and
hundreds more will benefit in the years to come.
Thank you for helping plant the seeds of literacy in
this wonderful community!
With your generous support, we have now reached
more than 10.6 million children with our life-changing
Literacy and Girls' Education Programs. We cannot
thank you enough for investing in these students and
their communities. Together, we are providing them
with the tools to rewrite their future, as well as
fighting for widespread change to help lift entire
countries out of poverty. We look forward to working

with you to continue this trajectory and reach
millions more children in the years to come.
For the complete report visit http://
www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/
media/project_launch_report__eps.pdf

Janelle Prescott

Associate Manager, Room to Read Aust

CHICKEN POX Health Alert
There has been a confirmed case of Chicken Pox in
Prep. You may be at high risk if you do not have
immunity including newborns, pregnant women and
those immunosuppressed individuals with
haematological malignancies, on chemotherapy, high
dose steroids or HIV infection. If you have any
concerns contact your local doctor or visit http://
ideas.health.vic.gov.au/bluebook/chicken-pox.asp
Due to Immunisation, many cases of the disease
present with few symptoms, however the disease is
still highly contagious and should be reported to the
school. Chicken Pox is a notifiable disease and is
reported to the Department of Health for better
health management in future. A visit to your doctor
is recommended.

You Can Do It
Term 1: Getting Along
Getting along means working well with teachers and
classmates, resolving disagreements peacefully,
following the rules of the classroom and making
positive contributions to school, home and the
community including protecting the rights of others
and looking after the environment.
This fortnight we will focus on:
Playing Fairly
Whatever age you are, playing games is a great
pastime. There are a whole range of games we play,
from footy to cards and other ball games to games in
the sandpit or with POD scrap and while it is always
good to do your best, it should always be done in a
fair and friendly way.
Playing fairly means not just following the rules of
the game but following the spirit of the game. By all
means, try your hardest, use the best strategies and
support your team mates but always do this in a fair
and reasonable way.
Start every game in a friendly manner. Encourage
those on your team and give them opportunities to
participate and respect your opposition and all their
hard work as well.
Help pack up at the end if there is equipment
involved and look forward to the next day. You will
earn much more respect by being a fair player then
you ever will by being a proud winner or bad loser.

At all times, play fairly. Give others a go and stick to
the spirit of the rules. In the end, the game should be
fun for all, win, lose or draw.
DO:
Keep smiles and celebrations low key
Comment on good players
Try hard, even if you are winning
Thank others for the game
Give others a go
DON’T:
Don’t boast about your ability or victory
Don’t comment on how far behind the others are
Don’t point out where others are going wrong
Don’t cheat or manipulate
Don’t act happy about others’ mistakes
You Can Do It!

Manners Matter
This fortnight with Manners
Matter, we will focus on:
Please and Thank You
There are opportunities everyday to say Please and
Thank You. At home, in the classroom, visiting the
office, in the yard, at a friend’s home – there are
people who help us and all of them need to be treated
courteously.
One great way we can do this is by saying Please and
Thank You.
You will be surprised how much people value Please
and Thank You. These simple words let people know
you do appreciate what they do for you and also let
them know you are a friendly kid.
So this fortnight – let’s hear lots of please and thank
yous!
Remember, Manners Matter!

Our Global Calendar
Our Global calendar is a way to celebrate significant
cultural and environmental events and is a terrific
springboard for conversations at home! What’s on in
the coming weeks?

20th February: White Night
Melbourne : Melbourne city
is transformed into an
all-night wonderland for
everyone to explore. From
dusk until dawn there are over 80 free events
celebrating music, food, film, art and light. White
Night Melbourne is part of an internationally
renowned phenomenon that began in Paris.
Website: whitenightmelbourne.com.au

22nd February: Magha Puja Day
Magha Puja Day is a Buddhist
celebration of the Fourfold
Assembly. It is celebrated on the
full moon day of March.
27th February – 6th March: Seaweek
Seaweek is the Marine
Education Society of
Australasia's (MESA) major
national public awareness
campaign. It is conducted
annually to focus
community awareness, provide information
and encourage an appreciation of the sea.
28th February: Rare Diseases Day
Rare Disease Day is an annual,
awareness-raising event. The
main objective of Rare Disease
Day is to raise awareness
amongst the general public and decisionmakers about rare diseases and their impact on
patients' lives.
1st March: World Compliment Day :
Give someone a genuine compliment
today!
1st -31st March: Australian Women's History
Month
Women's History Month (WHM) is held
annually in many parts of the world to
acknowledge and document the role women
play in making and shaping history.
Enjoy your upcoming weeks and whatever you
may be celebrating! Why not compliment
someone everyday not just on the 1st March –
but it is a start!

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal
Camps, Sports & Excursion Fund
(CSEF)
If you hold a Centrelink, Pensioner Concession or a
Veteran Affairs Gold card you may be eligible to
apply. You must also be a parent or legal guardian
of a student attending a registered government
primary or secondary school.
Please see the
attachment for full details.
Attachments :
What’s Happening during Weeks 4 & 5 at EPS
Camp Australia

