
Thank you 
As we head into the Christmas break 
and some much needed down time 
with family and friends, it is important 
to reflect on another wonderful year 
together. I take this opportunity to 
thank all of you – our EPS Family and 
Community, staff and kids – for an 
action packed, eventful and very EPS 
year. Please take this time to rest and 
relax, be safe and enjoy some quieter 
moments together. 
Our new school year begins on 
Tuesday 28 January for all staff – 
working through our curriculum day 
with a focus on setting goals, targets 
and directions for 2020. The staff then 
have a day of planning and 
preparation on Wednesday 29 January; 
developing and planning their Yearly 
and Term Planners, setting up rooms 
and preparing for Term 1.  
All students then join us for their first 
day on Thursday 30 January.  
I wish everybody a safe and happy 
holiday break with family and friends 
and look forward to seeing everyone in 
the new year.  
Here’s to 2020! 

 
Staffing 
It was lovely to hear all the excitement 
and positive chatter during and after 
our Transition Day. Our kids, parents 
and staff are all looking forward to a 
new year and getting to know each 
other.  
At the end of each year, we 
occasionally have to say farewell to 
some staff heading to new schools and 
hopefully taking a little bit of Elwood 
with them! 
So…we say thank you, farewell, wish 
you well and hope to see you soon to:  
Deb Packham, who is heading to 
another wonderful school to fill their 
library with beautiful books and a joy 
for reading, a little closer to her new 
home. 
Brooke and Christina D, who are both 

heading to new schools. We know that 
they are both excited about their next 
journey and will most certainly take a 
lot of Elwood with them.  
Millie is heading back “home” to New 
Zealand, continuing her teaching at 
Lytton Street School. Safe travels and 
best of luck Millie! 
And Ev, who has settled into life in 
Sydney! 

 

Our Professional 
Learning Teams for 
2020 are: 
Prep: Christine (Level 1 Team Leader), 
Ryan, Steph Y, Sarah P and Mardi  
Grade 1: Lauren (Level 2 Team 
Leader), Ariane, Tessa, Nick D, Jo, 
Diana and Sarah G in a partner grade 
Grade 2: Adele, Sarah C, Steph M, Jake 
and Sarah Cluney (Welcome!) 
Grade 3: Anna, Nat, Rick, Valerie, 
Stephanie E and Jacq V 
Grade 4: Olivia (Level 3 Team Leader), 
Caroline and Chloe in a partner grade 
from Term 3, Julie, Charlie and Thess  
Grade 5: Gretl, Nick T, Christina and 
Billy 
Grade 6: Louisa (Level 4 Team Leader), 
Melinda and Tim  
Learning Coaches: Ariana and Sara  
Art: Leyna, Andrea, Bek and Tara 
Library and ICT: Jac H and Laura 
LOTE: Kirsteen, Jenny and Made  
Music: Kaz and Paula  
Performing Arts: Paula  
PE: Sam and Sarah G  
Literacy Support: Marianne  
SAKG: Janet, Sam S and Kathy  
Office: Jo S, Deb N, Kez and Simon, 
our Business Manager 
Sick Bay: Sue and Katie  
School Maintenance: Frank 
Assistant Principals: Jay (Senior 
School) Rosie (Junior School)  
Integration Aides:  Natanya, Sarah G, 
Ivana, Martin and Chelsea will 
continue to support our kids and 
teachers throughout the school. Along 
with Made and David, we all play a 
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vital part of this amazing community and look forward to 
working in partnership with you again in 2020. 
 

A special market Thank You! 
Our biggest market EVER was held last Saturday…gifts, 
food, Christmas Trees, music….but most importantly, you!  
I will never ever be able to express the gratitude, thanks and 
depth of appreciation that our whole school – kids, teachers, 
families and community – holds for our Market Volunteers 
and organisers.  
Every year I have conversations with friends, my family and 
schools far and wide about the amazing contribution that 
our Market Committee makes to our school.  
It is not just about their time, volunteering and hard work – 
but about the feeling and tone this sets for us as a 
community. For our staff and kids to see that we are truly a 
community in partnership, caring for our school and all 
those within it, is what makes Elwood such a very special 
and wonderful place to teach, learn and be.  
Let’s keep saying thank you and keep the positive vibe going 
for 2020! 
THANK YOU to everyone who contributes to market, comes 
along, bakes, serves and shops. 
We look forward to kicking off the first Market for 2020 on 
Saturday 1 Feb. 
 

Grade 6’s 
Congratulations to our Grade 6 students who will shortly 
complete their primary school education. It has been lovely 
to watch them grow over their seven 
years at EPS.  
They are ready to start their next 
learning journey; they have become 
confident young people who know 
their talents and are well prepared for 
secondary school both academically 
and socially.  
I would like to thank their wonderful Grade 6 teachers from 
this year; Louisa, Melinda, Tim and Billy. To all of the other 
teachers they have had along the way who have helped 
piece their learning journey with us together, I thank you on 
behalf of our community.  
The Grade 6 Graduation dinner and ceremony was on 
Tuesday night at the St Kilda Town Hall and I am sure they 
are all enjoying the last days at EPS with their Disco, the Big 
Day Out and spending time together. Please join us at the 
last assembly on Friday at 1:00pm to say good bye and good 
luck. 
 

Preps 
Congratulations also to our Prep 2019 students. What a 
wonderful start to school and life at EPS. It has been a busy 
year of learning, playing, investigating, enjoying EPS events 
and being Elwood Kids. Well done Preps and families! 
 

Email reports 
A reminder our reports have been emailed home this 
Wednesday.  Please ensure we have your correct email 
addresses & check your junk box. 
 

Father Bob McGuire Foundation 
Many thanks to our Grade 3 and 4 students, teachers and 
our Kitchen and Garden Specialists for organising a 
wonderful community spirit of giving. 
Our Christmas tree in the office has been surrounded by 
donations from all of you. All items donated by you 
were picked up and delivered to the Father Bob 
Foundation. 
Julie (Grade 4) and Janet (Kitchen) have been busily 
assisting with serving food and delivering the donations 
from under the tree, along with the biscuits and treats 
made by our Grade 3 and 4 chefs.  
Thank you to everyone for helping this amazing cause 
and helping the locals in our Community of the City of 
Port Philip. 
 

Rockin out! Over and Out! 
“The Padres” – our amazingly talented and musical 
parent band have graduated! 
Over the last 7 years Peter Wallis, Mark Jones, Jason 
Kain, Reto Hoffmann, Jim Crosland, Piero Gigliotti, 
Andrew East and later joined by our very own Kezzy 
from the office, have rocked our school.  The Padres 
have rocked out at our Trivia Nights, at our Markets, 
joined others to hit The Palais stage for Productions, to 
the street parties and gigs all around Elwood.  The 
Padres have rocked us with hits like “Our lips are 
sealed”, “Leaps and Bounds” and more classics we have 
sung along to.  The Padres played their final gig as a 
band at the Mitford Street Party last weekend.  Elwood 
Primary School thanks all of the parents from The 
Padres for supporting us, being role models to our EPS 
kids and staff and giving us so much joy through their 
music.  Over the years they have played together, all 
money raised has been donated to our school’s music 
program. The Padres have raised over $25,000 for us, 
along with donations of equipment and instruments.  
Thank you Padres!!!  So…..if you are an inner rocker, 
have dreams of being in the band and would like to take 
over the mantle of School Parent Band – please email : 
Elwood.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicole Richards…...Principal 

We would like to acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which we are gathered  

today, the Yalukit Willam clan of the Boon Wurrung People and pay our respects to their Elders past and present. We 

acknowledge and respect their continuing relationship to the land upon which we meet. 



Junior School  
As our year draws to a close, we have much to 
celebrate and many happy memories in the Junior 
school.  As the Assistant Principal of the Junior school, 
I have worked closely with all the staff so that the last 
few weeks have made for a smooth transition into 
2020.  I would like to thank the many parents who 
have come to see me. To have a good understanding of 
our parent body is very important to enable the school 
to meet the needs and aspirations of our families and 
students.  Most importantly our junior school students 
have enjoyed another fabulous year. They have 
excelled in so many areas and it is impossible to list 
them all. I have attended many celebration events and 
have listened in awe as their achievements have been 
described. These achievements have been in their 
academic studies, sport, music, the arts to name just a 
few and we are justly proud of them. 
I would like to thank our parents and carers for 
volunteering so generously during Investigations, 
Reading and Writing workshops, maths,  excursions 
and incursions. I know your time is valuable, and your 
willingness to contribute some of that time shows your 
commitment to the wellbeing of your child and all of 
our students. As you know, students, staff, and 
parents here at Elwood PS enjoy a warm, caring 
community that fosters the highest standards of 
academic, social, and emotional growth. The efforts of 
volunteers like you are a vital part of this community. 
Thank you! 
I am immensely thankful to the Elwood PS community 
for the outstanding support you have given me this 
year and would like to share my sincere gratitude to 
you all. 
I hope that your end of year celebrations, time with 
family, and the summer break brings joy and reflection 
to you and your family and creates good memories to 
draw on in the year to come. I hope you have a safe 
and peaceful holiday and look forward to seeing you 
all in 2020. 

Rosie Grosso….Junior School Assistant Principal 

 

Music 2020 
Thanks so much for such an amazing year.  Students 
have done an amazing job of performing, dancing, 
playing instruments and singing. We have had 
students playing live in the production band, the talent 
show, string ensemble, school orchestra, Ukulele 
concert, Soirees and lunchtime concerts like the Talent 
Show.  Some keen students got to talk with some high 
school students and watch them play in concerts we 
attended. 
Looking ahead to next year we’ll be seeking 
enthusiastic people from the community to join our 
wonderful parent band, perform for classes, play in 
our ensembles and also begin preparing for our next 
whole school production. If you know anyone or you 

are interested yourself in sharing your skills, 
knowledge, enthusiasm please consider getting in 
contact with Paula or myself anytime!  We have really 
enjoyed sharing responsibilities with our wonderful 
community. It is a great way to contribute and the 
students have a blast seeing what wonderful artists you 
are.  
We’ll also need a bit of help with big performances like 
the Art Show, help with combining ensembles and 
volunteering and help to take our choirs out into the 
community.  If you have an idea of any new activities to 
involve the kids in please let me know. 
Thanks again and have a great festive season. Looking 
forward to seeing you next year. 

Kaz…. Music Teacher 
 

Class Reps 2020 
An EPS class rep is the Point of contact for and 
distributor of, school information within your child’s 
class. As a rep you will be required to attend 4 P&F 
meetings per year, 1 each term, which are brief, 
informative and fun. These meetings are held on a 
Tuesday or Wednesday evening and run for about an 
hour. During the meeting you will have the opportunity 
to contribute, if you wish, to some social school 
decisions and fund raising ideas, as well as keep up to 
date with important school information and market 
updates etc. These meetings provide much of the 
information you will be feeding back to your class 
parents. 
As reps we also organise at least two class functions/
catch ups for parents and children in your class over the 
year, more if you wish and feel particularly social! 
These can be as simple as a play on the sports oval after 
school, to a parent’s only dinner, your call entirely, and 
there's always another rep around who can help you 
make a decision if you 
need. This is a great way 
to assist our families in 
getting to know each other 
and feel a part of our 
wonderful community and 
is always well received. 
There are also a couple of 
school activities for which we require class parent 
volunteers, the Kitchen Garden Program, Fresh Fruit 
Friday, The Market and other ad hoc things that may 
come up throughout the year, you'll learn more about 
these at our first meeting in 2020. Finally, as a rep you'll 
enjoy getting to know lots of other parents across the 
school and community. So if you feel drawn to join us 
as a class rep in 2020, please sign up ~ 
https://volunteersignup.org/KRKJH 

Classes still needing reps are ~ 
Prep R, Prep S, Prep P, 1L, 1T, 1N, 1A, 1J, 1DS, 2C, 2M, 
2A, 2J, 2S, 3A, 3R, 3V, 3N, 3J, 3S, 4C, 4H, 4T, 4J, 5C, 5G, 
5N. 

Sara Levene 

https://volunteersignup.org/KRKJH


Visual Arts 
Is it the end of the year already!? We are incredibly 
proud of all the stunning pieces of art that students have 
created this year and we hope that you have loved 
them as much as we enjoyed creating them. The Year 1 
Bug Sculptures, Year 2 Animal Sculptures, and the Year 
3 Landscapes, just to name a few, were a big highlight 
of this Term. If you would like to see more, check out 
ourartadventures_eps on Instagram. On a sad note, the 
art room says goodbye to Diana and Nina. Our students 
were lucky to be taught by such lovely ladies and we 
wish them all the best in their future endeavours.  We 
look forward to 2020, we have so many new amazing 
projects in store for the students.  

Leyna and the Art Team 
 

Families leaving Elwood PS 
Good bye and Good luck to the following families who 
are leaving Elwood PS ~ 
ALLARD, DAFF, DEVER, DIMATTINA, FLANDERS, 
HUEMPEL, KHAN, MERTON, ORR, READ, SKOK, 
STULNER, CAMPBELL VARGAS, DELANEY WILCOX, 
DENBOROUGH, EMBLEY, HANSON, HARDING, 
KOMAN, LOCKHART, MELBOURNE BENTON, 
SUEYOSHI, WALKER, WILMAR, WROUT, COSTER, 
DAHAN, GOLDSMITH, HAGOS, HURLEY, JONES, 
LAU, MELDRUM GIGLIOTTI, NAJERA, SANDERS, 
SPARANO, STORY, ANDREWS, BRIGGS, CERFF, 
SLEMINSON, DOWNS, IOANNIDIS, LIM, MULLINS, 
NARDELLA, NEDWMAN SANDOWSKY, POPOV, 
WHORLTON. 

U13's Netball Team 2020 
If you are 13 or younger by 31 January 2020, you are 
eligible to join CSNC netball team.  We have a team at St 
Columbas Elwood who are looking for some players.  
Training to commence early Feb, with games commencing 
mid Feb.  CSNC (Caulfield South Netball Team)    Contact 
Karen Said 0419 332 238 or Sue Cox 0407 123  
 

Interested Netballers Wanted!! 
New Elwood netball teams are currently being put 
together for 2020 (Elwood teams usually play for the 
Caulfield South Netball Club).   
Trainings are expected / hoped to be at Elwood Primary 
or Elwood College after school on days and times to be 
confirmed, with games at the Duncan McKinnon netball 
courts, corner of Murrumbeena Rd and North Rd, 
Murrumbeena, on Fridays.  Games start at either 5pm, 
5.40pm or 6.20pm. 
If your daughter is keen to play, and is born in 2009, 2010 

or 2011, please contact Marianne Langridge on 0423 029 
046 or Suzanne Foti on 0400 058 479 or by email to 
cs.nc@hotmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: Fr Bob McGuire, TeamKids,  School 
Crossing, St Kilda Junior Football Club 

Santa’s Day 
 

Santa’s in his sleigh, and getting under way. 
He’s going house to house , as quiet as a mouse. 

 
He fills up every sack, and always checks behind his back. 

He stops: mince pies and water!  But it seems his breaks are getting shorter! 
 

He rides back home on his sleigh, Rudolph leading all the way. 
When he reaches the docking bay, up he stands and shouts Hooray! 

 
When they have their Christmas Party, there’s piles of food, its big and hearty! 

Then the rein deer go to bed; their fur is sure to shed. 
 

Now the reindeer are asleep, so far they're dozing without a peep, 
Santa lies down in his bed, thoughts of presents in his head, 

They all wake up nice and early, the reindeer’s fur is bright and pearly. 
 

Everyone starts their morning shifts, and the elves are already making gifts. 
 

Ariana—1N 

mailto:cs.nc@hotmail.com


 












