
Dear Parents 
 
December Market  
Our final market for the year is on this 
Saturday. The weather will be sunny 
and warm so we are hoping for a 
fantastic turnout. There will be 
Christmas trees, opportunities to 
purchase presents, great food and of 
course exceptional coffee.  
 
It will be a great way to catch up with 
everyone before the end of the year. 
Our famous cake stall is an 
opportunity for everyone to contribute 
to the market from which the school 
makes 100% profit from; so everyone is 
invited to bake and deliver their tasty 
delights to the cake stall on Saturday 
morning. I look forward to seeing as 
many of you as possible.  
 
I would like take this opportunity to 
acknowledge one of schools biggest 
supporters of both the market and the 
Kitchen Garden program. Leon from 
The Leaf Store continues to be a very 
generous supporter of our school. 
Leon is always amazed by our 
community involvement and our 
wonderful Kitchen Garden Program. 
His support is greatly appreciated.  
 
Staffing News 
Two new staff were appointed to EPS 
recently: Sarah Price (currently 
teaching Grade 4L) and Olivia Waller 
currently teaching at Black Rock PS 
will be joining us as full time members 
of staff in 2017. 
 
We will have minimal turnover of staff 
next year with a number of returning 
staff  sharing grades: 
 

 Sarah Galbraith & Tara Devers 

 Brooke Crawford & Laura Collins  

 Rebecca Hoban & Suzy Knorr  
 
Amy Parsons will be leaving us after 

week 2 next year and I am pleased to 
announce that Sam Casey currently in 
Grade 4 will take over the PE. Sam has 
a PE background and is very much 
looking forward to being our new PE 
teacher in 2017. 
 
Transition Day  
Transition Day is next Tuesday with 
students finding out their teachers, 
classrooms and grades for next year. 
This will take place between recess and 
lunch. There are 136 new excited Preps 
joining us to start their journey at EPS. 
We are looking forward to making 
them welcome as well as supporting 
all students as they transition through 
the school.  
 
Staff Opinion Survey 
The last of our opinion surveys has 
arrived at school. The staff opinion 
survey completes the students and 
parent surveys which were completed 
earlier this year. The student and 
parent surveys were well above the 
state average and the staff survey 
continued this trend. All areas of the 
survey were extremely high further 
validating the magnificent school we 
have.  
 
The staff were surveyed under the 
following headings: 
 

 Collective Efficacy 

 Collective Responsibility 

 Academic emphasis 

 Trust in students and parents 

 Teacher collaboration 

 P a r e n t  a n d  c o m m u n i t y 
involvement 

 Collective focus on students 
learning 

 Guaranteed and viable curriculum 

 Shielding and buffering 
 
Nearly all areas received over 90% 
endorsement by staff with parent and 
community involvement receiving 
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CALENDAR 
Friday 2 December 

House Swimming - Gr 3 to 6 
Grade 3/4 Choir performing at  

the Bay St Festival 
 

Saturday 3 December 
Community Market -  
all Grade 6 rostered  

 

Monday 5 December 
Beach Education - Grade 6 

4.15pm EOY Creative Music Concert  
 

Tuesday 6 December 
Whole School Transition Day 

4.00pm EOY Creative Music Concert  
 

Wednesday 7 December 
Dramatime - Gr 2 EOY  Performance 
5.30pm EOY Creative Music Concert  

 

Thursday 8 December 
CyberSafety (make-up sessions) 

for Grade 4 & 5 
 

Friday 9 December 
4.00pm EOY Creative Music Concert  

Senior Choir  (Grade 5 & 6)  
performing at Ripponlea 

 

Monday 12 December 
Dramatime - Gr 3-6 EOY   

Performance 
3.00pm Assembly - Grade 3/4  

choir performing 
 

Wednesday 14 December 
Grade 3 ERP Expo 

 

Thursday 15 December 
5.30pm Grade 6 Dinner in hall & 

7.00pm Graduation at St Kilda  
Town Hall 

Website :  www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au          Scott Street, Elwood Vic 3184  

Phone :  9531 2762                                                                                         

 Community Market (bookings) : www.trybooking.com/36342                  Fax :  9531 5497 

School Finish at 1.30pm 

Tuesday 20 December 
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97%. Our staff are extremely happy at EPS and 
continually do their best to provide the very best 
education for your children. 
 
House Swimming  
The Grade 3 - 6 House Swimming Sports are this 
Friday. It will be a fantastic day with lots of fun, house 
colours and songs, swimming and the annual staff 
versus students and parents race a highlight. The 
winning House could go towards determine the overall 
House winner for 2016. Please ensure that your child 
has a hat, t-shirt and sunscreen at the event. We would 
love to see as many parents at the sports which are at 
Carnegie Swimming  Centre, Moira Ave, Carnegie 

Rob Csoti 
 

School Council Report – November 
meeting 
The November School Council meeting was held on 
Thursday 24 November.  The various sub-committees 
presented their reports and all of these were passed.  
The Strategic Planning sub-committee has been 
working on updating/revising existing policies and the 
following polices were tabled and passed at the 
meeting: 
 

 Mandatory Reporting 

 Responding to Incidents 

 Child Safety Code of Conduct 
 

All of these policies will be uploaded to the EPS 
website. 
 
The Environment / Grounds sub-committee have been 
looking to modify the entry area of the school to make 
it more usable and inviting.  The school will also be 
receiving some new portable classrooms to 
accommodate the increase number of classes in 2017.  
The sub-committee has been charged with looking at 
the outside areas around the portables and how we can 
make these spaces engaging for our students. 
 
Finally Rob presented the Staff Opinion Survey, this is 
an Education Department facilitated survey which 
compares our results to other primary schools in the 
state.  It was great to see that our staff rate EPS very 
highly. We have also seen an increase in our results 
over the last three years.  Surveys have now been 
received from students, parents and staff and EPS has 
performed extremely well in all of these.  The staff of 
EPS should be very proud of these achievements as 
they positively reflect what our teachers are doing on a 
daily basis. 
 
This was the last formal council meeting for 2016 and 
we will shortly be publishing dates for 2017 as well as 
calling for new committee members to fill vacancies. 

Haydn Janney … School Councillor 

 

Music News 
Bay Street Festival – Grade 3/4 Choir Performing 
Come one and all to the Bay Street Festival in Port 
Melbourne, 5.00pm - Friday 2nd December. Reminder 
to the students participating that you need to wear 
your uniform and preferably your black shoes. 
PLEASE NOTE we’ll meet in front of Coles on Bay 
Street. Look for either Kaz, Chloe or Ryan. Thanks to 
the parents who have offered to help on the night. We 
will be singing ‘You’re The Voice’ with the other 
schools and two performances on our own.  
 
Orchestra 
The EPS Orchestra will be rehearsing regularly second 
week back in 2017!     I know it seems like a long way 
off but I would like to know who is interested in 
joining. Please express your interest by emailing me 
with what instrument you play. We are looking for a 
least two keyboard players and one guitar to double 
the wind and horn parts and play chords. Jesse our 
Violin teacher will be assisting the new violin players. 
Thanks and if you don’t have any experience still get in 
touch and we can organise parts that suit everybody.  
Regards 

Kaz … sieger.kaz.k@dumail.vic.gov.au  

 

End of  Year in the Library 
Thanks to all parents who have searched high and low 
for overdue library books, we have had over 400 
returned! 
 
With the end of the year 
approaching, we would like to  
let you know that all student 
library loans will need to be 
returned to the library by Friday  
2 December.  This will allow us to 
return them in time to give you 
an up-to-date list of outstanding 
books before the end of the year :)   
 
We hope that you and your children have enjoyed a 
wide variety of books from the library this year, we 
have certainly enjoyed sharing their reading journey's 
with them!  Thanks. 

Ange & Debbie 
 

Victorian State Schools Spectacular 
Earlier this year sixteen of our Grade 6 students 
participated in this amazing event. Don't miss the 
Channel Seven broadcast of this year's Victorian State 
Schools Spectacular highlights on Saturday 3 December 
from 7:00pm--9:00pm. The show will also be simulcast 
via livestreaming on the PLUS7 app and be available 
on the PLUS7 catch-up website for 30 days. Enjoy. 

Paula Russell … Performing Arts Specialist 
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School Uniform 

New uniform items are no longer available for sale 
here at school. EPS  uniforms can be purchased from 
the PSW retail outlet at Unit 1, 596 North Road, 
Ormond.   Parents will now be able to buy uniform 
six days a week.  The other option is to order uniform 
online and have it delivered to the destination of your 
choice. 
 

Hats are still available to purchase from the main 
school office - cash sales only. 
 

2nd hand Uniforms  
Parents will be able to purchase second hand uniform 
on Thursday mornings from 8.45am to 9.45am.  The 
boxes will be behind the school office with all items 
$5.00.  Cash sale only. 
 

You Can Do It 
Term 4: CONFIDENCE 
Confidence means….feeling I can do it. Confidence 
also means not being afraid to make mistakes or to try 
something new. Confidence also means standing up 
tall and speaking with a clear voice (not too loud, not 
too soft). 
 

Work confidence means choosing to participate in 
new, difficult activities or classes, doing hard work 
without asking for help, offering to take responsibility 
and trying problems and answering questions when 
not too sure of the answer. 
 

Social confidence means meeting someone new, 
sharing ideas with classmates, speaking in a clear 
voice so that you are heard and starting up 
conversations. 
 

This fortnight, we focus on staying positive 
 

Staying positive keeps you happy, provides the 
energy to overcome challenges and makes others 
around you feel positive too.  
 

But if you’re like most of us, staying positive 
consistently is tough.  
 

Here are 5 ways to stay positive: 
 

1.  One way of staying positive is to just take a little 
time each day and think about the things you’re 
grateful for. Start with the obvious and work from 
there.  Be grateful for having food, water and a roof 
above your head to friends and family and adults that 
care. If you’re facing a challenge, be grateful for the 
opportunity to learn from it. 
 

2. When you’re struggling or worried you can feel 
miserable and sad. Even in everyday life, the weight 
of a million little things can be heavy. But always 
remember the saying: “This too shall pass.” Your 
negative feelings won’t last forever; there’s a light at 
the end of every tunnel. It might not happen today or 
tomorrow, but you’ll feel better eventually. 

3. Having high self-esteem keeps you positive, 
improves personal relationships and encourages 
happiness. If you don’t appreciate yourself enough – or 
are feeling down – try making a mental list of awesome 
stuff you’ve done recently.  You’ll find that, as you go 
over your awesome actions and choices, you start to 
feel great about yourself. It’s hard not to when you 
remind yourself how amazing you are! 
 

4.  It’s easy to become worried over the little things: the 
human mind can blow things way, way out of 
proportion. To stop that from happening, always ask 
yourself: what’s the worst that could happen? 

Chances are, “the worst” isn’t that bad.  Sure, it would 
be better if things went according to plan, but 
sometimes they don’t. When you’re no longer afraid of 
any outcome, you can focus on having fun and getting 
things done. Don’t wind yourself up for no reason! 
 

5.  If you want to feel great about yourself, try giving to 
someone else.  It takes very little to help someone out. 
When you make a big difference with just a few 
minutes you’ll always remember how important and 
amazing you are. And with an attitude like that, it’s 
hard to be anything but positive. 
 

You Can Do It ! 

Nicole Richards  
 

Manners Matters 
SMILE! 
With only a few weeks left of school, we can all feel 
busy and a little stressed. Smiling is such a wonderful 
friendly thing to do. It’s fun and contagious and you 
can’t say that about too many things!   And did you 
know, according to research, smiling takes less muscles 
than to frown. So, plenty of smiles for the last few 
weeks together! 
 

Manners Matter at Elwood Primary 
School! 
 

Our Global Calendar 
Our Global Calendar is a way to celebrate significant 
cultural and environmental events and is a terrific 
springboard for conversations at home!  What’s on in 
the coming weeks? 
 

3rd December: International Day of 

Persons with Disabilities 
Australia celebrates the International 
Day of People with Disability (IDPwD)  
every year on 3rd December to 
acknowledge the valuable contribution people of all 
abilities make to our community.  
 

8th December: Tara Day (Buddhist) 
The eighth of every month is Tara Day. Tara is a female 
Buddha, whose name means Rescuer; she is the 
embodiment of swift compassion. If we rely upon Tara 
sincerely and with strong faith, she will protect us from 
all obstacles and fulfill all our wishes. 
 

http://www.idpwd.com.au/
http://www.idpwd.com.au/


10th December: Human Rights Day 
A day to celebrate the basic rights of 
all humans and to remember that 
many people still have to fight for 
their human rights. 
 
10th -23rd December: UnitingCare Christmas Appeal 
The Target and UnitingCare Christmas Appeal 
(previously Giving Box) has been an exclusive gift 
giving campaign to Target, offering support to 
disadvantaged people of all ages for over 20 years. 
For more information or to donate, visit: 
www.unitingcarechristmasappeal.com.au/about/chr
istmas-appeal/  
 

 

Enjoy your upcoming weeks, whatever it holds or 
whatever you are celebrating!  

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal 

 

School Holiday Activities 
If you are looking for activities to keep the family busy 
during the upcoming school holidays... there are a 
number of brochures at the main school office with 
information regarding different activities and camps. 
 
Attachments : 
What’s Happening during weeks 9 & 10 at EPS? 
Extra-curricular Activities  2017 
Camp Australia 
Noah Code 
Code Camp 

http://www.unitingcarechristmasappeal.com.au/about/christmas-appeal/
http://www.unitingcarechristmasappeal.com.au/about/christmas-appeal/
http://www.unitingcarechristmasappeal.com.au/about/christmas-appeal/










New at Elwood PS ... 




