
Dear Parents 
 

Uniform Shop moves offsite 
From Monday 28 November our 
uniform shop will move offsite to the 
PSW retail outlet at Unit 1, 596 North 
Road, Ormond .  
 

This decision has been based on many 
factors and we believe it will give our 
community a better service in many 
ways. 
 

 The school will no longer have to 
hold up to $30,000 in stock which 
will be free to use for school 
resourcing 

 Moving the uniform shop will free 
up much needed space in the school  

 PSW will pay the school a 
commission based on sales 

 All  current stock wil l  be 
repurchased by PSW 

 There is almost no difference in 
pricing  

 

By moving to their retail outlet parents 
will be able to: 
 

 Access the shop form Monday to 
Friday between 9.00am – 5.00pm 

 Access the shop on Saturday 
mornings between 9.00am – 1.00pm 

 Order uniform online and have it 
delivered to the destination of your 
choice 

 Use the PSW layby facility 
 

We will still sell hats from the office 
and the 2nd hand uniform shop will 
still be available. 
 

A detailed flyer is attached to the 
newsletter. 
 

New portable to be installed 
Due to our increasing student numbers 
to over 800 and from 33 to 35 classes in 
2017 we will be taking delivery of a 
double portable before the end of the 
year.  

It will be located in our current    
Grade 4 area that has three portable 
classrooms already. The current timber 
sheds will be demolished with the 
contents moved to a container. The 
new portable will enable all Grade 4 
classrooms to be in one area. 
  
Student Placement 2017 
Teachers will begin the complicated 
and time consuming task of working 
out grades for 2017 shortly. Our aim is 
to produce the best possible 
combinations of students to encourage 
maximum learning and teaching in 
each classroom.  
 

This is the process that teachers will 
follow:  
 

 Students will be asked to list four 
(4) students they work well with 
(Learning Partners) and would like 
to be with in 2017. From this list we 
guarantee each student one (1) 
Learning Partner.  

 Teachers then compile grades that 
have an even spread of abilities, 
personalities and take into account 
which students work well together 
and which don't.  

 These lists are then read by the 
previous grade level coordinator to 
check that students have been 
placed correctly.  

 

Lists are then finally checked by 
Nicole, Jay and myself. This process 
will take most of the next month with 
students finding out their new grades 
and teachers on transition day 
Tuesday 6 December. Our staff spends 
many hours working out the best 
possible grade combinations and are 
very focussed on producing the best 
student combinations.  
 

No changes to grades will be made 
after transition day on December 6th. 
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CALENDAR 
Thursday 3 November 

Elster Creek Excursion - 3C 
 

Friday 4 November 
Summer Sport - Gr 5 & 6 

Ready Set Go for 2017 Preps 
 

Saturday 5 November 
Community Market -  

Grade 4 rostered 
 

Mon 7 - Wed 9 November 
Grade 3 Camp  

 

Wed 9  - Friday 11 November 
Grade 4 Camp 

 

Monday 7 November 
Ripponlea Excursion - Grade 1 

 

Tuesday 8 November 
Ripponlea Excursion - Grade 1 

Sub-committees meet 
 

Wednesday 9 November 
2017 Prep Information Night 

 

Friday 11 November 
Summer Sport - Gr 5 & 6 

 

Monday 14 November 
Werribee Zoo Grade 2 

3pm Assembly - Grade 1 choir  
Performing 

 

Wednesday 16 November 
6.30pm HUB Meeting 

 

Thursday 24 November 
PJ Party - Ready Set Go 

Website :  www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au          Scott Street, Elwood Vic 3184  
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 Community Market (bookings) : www.trybooking.com/36342                  Fax :  9531 5497 
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If you have any concerns about the placement of your 
child, they need to be placed in writing with an 
appointment made to discuss them with Jay, Nicole 
or myself. These need to be based on Educational or 
Emotional grounds and brought to our attention with 
a meeting no later than Friday 18 November. 
(Meetings must be held on or before 18th November) 
 

Our focus will be framed under the Learning Partners 
context in all situations. 
 

Emails or letters without an appointment will not be 
considered.  
 

Requests for particular teachers because you would 
prefer them will not be entertained.  
 
Grade 6 Productions– Alohargh 
Congratulations to our Grade 6 students and teachers 
who put on a fantastic show last Wednesday and  
Thursday nights. The production enabled many 
students to really shine with everyone involved in a 
stage production building confidence, making new 
friends and having to show persistence and team work. 

Many thanks to Tim Ghys, Louisa Dretzke, Ryan 
Murphy, Jad Ryan and Jenny Zimbachs for their many 
hours of dedication and commitment. The original 
production was written (including music and lyrics) by 
Tim and Louisa with musical assistance form Kaz. 
 

Essential School Items  
Every student is charged for essential school items 
which covers their booklist, excursion entry fees and 
travel, incursion entry fees, sports programs and all 
other School Council approved programs ie Mathletics, 
Reading Eggs, Kitchen Garden and Asia Week 
celebrations.  It is vital that these program fees are paid 
to continue delivering the student outcomes we have 
all come to expect.   
 
There are currently quite a number still not paid.  If 
you are not sure whether you have paid or not please 
contact the school office. If you are experiencing any 
difficulties with payment, please contact the Principal 
via the school office on 9531 2762.                                                                                          

Have you seen the new chickens? 
If you visit the garden you will see the new additions 
to our family. There are two magnificent large chickens 
painted on the LTC canal facing wall. A huge thank 
you to Tori Burke who has painted and worked on the 
chickens with every student from Grade 3 & 4. Tori 
painted the chickens and each student completed some 
potato printing to put the detail on. 

Rob Csoti 
 

Library Fun Facts 
As we are coming to the end of the school year, we 
thought we’d showcase some interesting and fun facts 
about our library: 
 

Total number of books in the library: 18,143 
 
Brand new books added to our 
catalogue this year = 975 
 
Books borrowed this year = 
12,939 
 
Most popular books this year: 
1.  “The Wrong Book” by Nick 

Bland 
2. “Captain Underpants and the wrath of the Wicked 

Wedgie Woman: the fifth epic novel” 
3.   “Jungle Drums“ by Graeme Base 
4. “Captain Underpants and the perilous plot of 

Professor Poopypants: the fourth epic novel“ 
5. “Geronimo Stilton: Lost Treasure of the Emerald 

Eye“ 
 

 



Feel free to pop in and see us in the library at any 
time…we’d love to see you. 

Ange & Debbie 

 

ICT at EPS 
We have had a very busy start to the term with ICT 
here at EPS! We have almost completed our school-
wide Cybersafety Education focus, with Skype and 
face-to-face sessions being held in most grades 
(Grades 4 and 5 to come). We have also achieved 
eSmart status so look out for the big sign that just 
arrived and will be on the school fence soon! By being 
an eSmart school, we have shown a strong 
commitment to ensuring a cybersafe (eSmart) 
environment for our students and staff. 
 
Some conversation starter questions to ask your 
child/ren: 
 

Prep parents – How do you change the size, colour 
and font in Word? Do you know how to do upper and 
lowercase letters too? 
Gr1 parents – Can you tell me a few things I need to 
think about when I create a username? 
Gr2 parents – Can you show me the search options 
when I am doing a Google image search?  
Gr3 parents – Can you log on to your GAFE account 
at  https://www.edustar.vic.edu.au/google and 
show me your folder organisation and sharing skills? 
Gr4 parents – What was your GAFE Form about? 
Gr5 parents – What is your infographic about? What 
do you need to do to make a good infographic? 
Gr6 parents – Are you using Code Combat, Bitsbox or 
another tool in ICT? What exactly does it do? 

Ange Dawson 
dawson.angela.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

Music News  
Grade 3/4 Choir 
Students in Grade 3/4 Choir will be performing at the 
Bay Street Festival on Friday 2 December at 5.00pm. 
Everybody is welcome to come along. We’ll perform 
along with other schools from the local area. We’ll 
sing in a small competition judged by local artists and 
perform in a culminating item with other schools 
singing You’re The Voice as sung by John Farnham. 
 

All participants please sign and return the permission 
slip and media release form. 
 

Summer Soiree 
Thank you to those who have returned the form for the 
Summer Soiree being held in the JLC, Thursday 8 
December at 4:45pm. The information on the form will 
be used to make the program in advance of the concert. 
Students who are learning an instrument or take 
singing lessons with our teachers Dean, Jesse and 
Lauren are encouraged to be there and have fun 
performing for an enthusiastic audience!  You can find 
extra forms at the office. 
 
Family Picnic - Wednesday 30 November  
We are getting closer to our Family Picnic where many 
students will be performing. Prep, Grade 1 and 2 
Choirs will be performing their songs from throughout 
the year. The School Orchestra, Grade 3/4 Choir and 
Senior Choir will perform too! We’ll be treated to 
hearing The Padres and finally the Yard Duty Birds 
will be back on the road with new material and wrap 
up the night by 7.30pm. 
 
More information will come out soon. Hope to see 
everybody there to celebrate together what has been 
another amazing year at EPS! 
 
Performance Attendance 
Good luck to all the students preparing for their 
concerts on various instruments. Keep practicing and 
do your best! Just a reminder to please let your 
teachers know in advance if you won’t be attending 
your concert for any reason. Thank you for your 
courtesy. 

Kaz Sieger 
 

The Art Room needs your help  
We would love to take your old newspapers off your 
hands and  use  them  for  our  many  creative  projects. 
If you would like to donate any please leave them at 
the Senior Art room whenever you’re passing by. 
Thanks in advance 

Leanne 
 

You Can Do It 
Term 4: CONFIDENCE 
Confidence means….feeling I can do it. 
Confidence also means not being afraid 
to make mistakes or to try something 
new. Confidence also means standing  
up tall and speaking with a clear voice 
(not too loud, not too soft). 
 
Work confidence means choosing to participate in new, 
difficult activities or classes, doing hard work without 
asking for help, offering to take responsibility and 
trying problems and answering questions when not 
too sure of the answer. 
 
Social confidence means meeting someone new, 
sharing ideas with classmates, speaking in a clear voice 
so that you are heard and starting up conversations. 

https://www.edustar.vic.edu.au/google
mailto:dawson.angela.m@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.youcandoit.com.au/Home/


This fortnight, we focus on  
Respecting the Opinion of Others. 

 

If people feel that you respect what they say, they will 
enjoy being with you and talking to you. They will feel 
safe around you because they know you respect their 
feelings and their opinions. They will share with you and 
form better friendships because they know you will not 
put them down or laugh at them. 
 

All of us have the right to express ideas and opinions 
and often our ideas are different from other people. We 
all see the world differently and often that is a great 
thing. 
 

If you respect someone’s right to offer an opinion, you 
will get along better with people and learn so much 
more. You may not agree with them, but you can respect 
them. 
 

What you can try: 
*If you don’t agree with what someone has said, try to 
think about anything they have said that you do agree 
with 
*Speak in a calm and courteous voice 
*Say the part you do agree with first before you say the 
part you disagrre on 
*If you cant agree with anything the person said, at least 
them know you were listening and be respectful. 
 

What you should avoid: 
*Don’t just focus on what you disagree with 

*Don’t get angry or sarcastic 
*Don’t just knock ideas. Come up with an alternative 
plan. 
 

You Can Do It ! 

Nicole Richards & YCDI Leaders  
 

Mindfulness Week 
I’d like to say a big thank you for your commitment to 
Mindfulness Week which took place a few weeks 
ago.  We witnessed many of you taking the time to step 
back, calm your minds and bodies down and engage in 
some mindfulness meditation. It was so lovely to 
wander around the classrooms seeing students drawing 
pictures of things that made them feel happy, doing 
mindfulness colouring in and stretching and breathing 
during the yoga workshops.   
 

An extra special, big thank you to Paul from Yoganauts, 
Christina Redlich, Vera Steinhaus and the Prep team for 
facilitating such wonderful mindfulness, yoga and 
meditation activities at the school. We managed to raise 
$876.43 for the Smiling Mind organisation, which relies 
heavily on donations to be able to develop and offer 
mindfulness programs and deliver the free app in 
schools and homes across Australia.   Some wonderful 
images below. 
 

So thank you and well done! 

Jess Farrelly (Smiling Mind Ambassador)  
 



Manners Matters 
Listening  
Listening is a very important social skill 
to develop as it allows us to access 
learning, recalling information, shows 
we care about others, models good 
conversational skills and allows us to 
interact in social situations. 
 
Part of being interested is showing interest in what 
others have to say. You show interest and courtesy 
mainly by:  Listening and Asking good questions. 
 
Listening Do’s and Don’t s 
*DO look at the person who is talking 
*DO stand or sit still when you’re listening 
*DO pay attentions and think about what is being 
said. 
*DO show that you have been listening by asking a 
good question based on what the person has said. 
 
DON’T look at the ground or other things around 
you 
*DON’T fidget 
*DON’T let your mind wander 
*DON’T just concentrate on what you want to say 
next 
*DON’T ask questions that change the topic 
 
Good listening shows others that you are thoughtful 
and considerate.  All part of being an Elwood Kid. 
Manners Matter at Elwood Primary School! 
 

Our Global Calendar 
Our Global Calendar is a way to celebrate significant 
cultural and environmental events and is a terrific 
springboard for conversations at home!  What’s on in 
the coming weeks? 
 
6-12 November: National 
Psychology Week 
National Psychology Week 
(NPW) is an initiative that 
aims to increase public 
awareness of how 
psychology can help  
people and communities lead healthier, happier and 
more meaningful lives. We take this opportunity to 
thank our two amazing psychologists, Daniela and 
Theresa, who work with us; students, teachers and 
parents and make such a positive contribution to EPS. 
 
8 November: Tara Day (Buddhist) 
The eighth of every month is Tara Day. Tara is a 
female Buddha, whose name means Rescuer; she is 
the embodiment of swift compassion. Buddhists rely 
upon Tara sincerely and with strong faith and believe 
she will protect them from all obstacles and fulfill all 
wishes. 

8-14 November: National 
Adoption Awareness Week 
National Adoption Awareness 
Week (NAAW) is coordinated 
by Adopt Change and is 
designed to raise awareness of  
adoption and provide education on the support 
needs of children and families. NAAW aims to 
increase insight and understanding through a 
series of specialist and community-based events 
exploring the experiences of children and families 
through local and intercountry adoption and 
promote reform of Australian adoption laws and 
practices to facilitate a pro-adoption community. 
For more information you can visit: 
www.adoptchange.org.au 
 
11 November: Remembrance Day 
Remembrance Day marks 
the anniversary of the 
armistice which ended the 
First World War (1914-18). 
Each year Australians 
observe one minute silence  
at 11 am on 11 November,  
in memory of those who died or suffered in all 
wars and armed conflicts. 
 
13 November: World Kindness Day 
The purpose of World Kindness Day is to look 
beyond ourselves, beyond the boundaries of our 
country, beyond our culture, our race, our religion; 
and realise we are citizens of the world. As world 
citizens we have a commonality, and must realise 
that if progress is to be made in human relations 
and endeavours, if we are to achieve the goal of 
peaceful coexistence, we must focus on what we 
have in common. 
 
14 November: World 
Diabetes Day 
The World Diabetes Day 
campaign is an event used to 
increase understanding of 
diabetes, and to raise funds 
for research. 
 
Enjoy your upcoming weeks, whatever it holds or 
whatever you are celebrating! Celebrate World 
Kindness Day everyday! 

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal 
 

Attachments : 
What’s Happening during Week 5 & 6 at EPS? 
Baby Chicks up for Adoption 
PSW Flyer & new price list 
Noah Code Camp 

http://www.psychology.org.au/NPW/
http://www.psychology.org.au/NPW/
http://www.adoptchange.org.au/
http://www.adoptchange.org.au/
http://www.adoptchange.org.au/
http://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/remembrance/
http://www.kindness.com.au/world-kindness-day.html
http://www.idf.org/worlddiabetesday
http://www.idf.org/worlddiabetesday















