
Production 
What an absolutely amazing night we 
all had last Wednesday! The rehearsals 
most certainly paid off with all of our 
students and teachers enjoying the 
stage – acting, singing, dancing and 
just having a joyous celebration of the 
Performing Arts!  A huge thank you to 
both Kaz and Paula for their 
extraordinary skills in writing and 
producing such a wonderful show, 
holding auditions and encouraging our 
students to have a go and providing 
opportunities for all of our community 
to be involved.   Thank you also to Elli, 
Jason, Piero, Maxey, Chris, Rich, Dan, 
Liam, Aaron, Jayne, Deborah and 
Mandy for their late night rehearsals 
and providing the live music on the 
night. To Louisa and James for the 
wonderful photos of rehearsals and 
live action shots of the night. 
Thanks also go to our wonderful staff 
for their support, encouragement and 
inspiration throughout!  I think our 
students say it best……… 
“Heroes of Change. The feeling was 
fantastic performing. We didn’t realise 
until we got on stage that there was 
another storey high in the theatre! Of 
course the band was amazing and the 
backing teachers, the soloists and 
obviously the EPS students. It was the 
most splendid but late night ever!” Mia 
3V 
“On Wednesday we went to the Palais 
Theatre. We sang bicycle by Frances 
England. We also sang Footloose and 
two more. After that we tiptoed back 
to our seats and watched the rest of the 
show. My favourite was Eye of the 
tiger. Finally my mum picked me up.” 
Portia 1J 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Palais Theatre recreated during 
Investigations! ~ 

NAPLAN 
NAPLAN results went home this 
week. We are extremely proud of our 
Grade 3 and 5 students who showed 
great resilience over the days of 
testing, trying their best.  Our results 
overall were very positive. In 
summary~ 
GRADE 3: 
Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar 
& Punctuation and Numeracy are all 
WELL ABOVE the State Average.  
Reading & Grammar & Punctuation is 
particularly high, with students in the 
90%ile WELL ABOVE State.  Reading – 
over 50% of Grade 3 Students are 
working in a Band 6 – well above the 
National.  61% of our Grade 3 students 
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CALENDAR 

Thursday 12 September 
PREP-Collingwood Children’s Farm 

Excursion 
 

Friday 13 September 
Grade 4 Excursion Elsternwick Park 

Eco Centre, 9am-12.30 
PREP-Collingwood Children’s Farm 

Excursion 
 

Mon 16 Sep –Wed 18 Sep 
Grade 6 Camp, Camp Arrabri Lodge 

 
Wed 18 Sep - Fri 20 Sep 

Grade 5 Camp, Camp Arrabri Lodge 
 

Friday 20 September 
End of Term 3 : 2.30pm Finish 

 
Monday 7 October 

Start of Term 4 
Grade 3 Camp—Lake Dewer 

 
Tuesday 8 October 

Prep, Fire Ed Excursion 
 

Monday 14 October 
Curriculum Day 

Student Free Day 
 

Tuesday 15 October 
Prep, Fire Ed Excursion 

 
Friday 18 October 

Ready Set Go Session 5 
Grade 2 Sleepover 

 

Website :  www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au          Scott Street, Elwood Vic 3184  
Phone :  9531 2762              

 Community Market (bookings) : www.trybooking.com/437202     

Monday 14 October 
Curriculum Day 

Student Free Day  

Friday 18 October 
Ready Set Go Session 5 



are working in the top 2 bands in Numeracy.  74% of Grade 
3s are in the top 2 bands for reading and 69% in writing. 
GRADE 5: 
Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar & Punctuation results 
were all ABOVE State with Numeracy “AT” state average.  
Spelling was particularly high and WELL ABOVE the State 
Average.  53% of Grade 5 students are performing in the top 
2 bands, with the state at 40%.  30% of our Grade 5 students 
have made high gains from Grade 3, with the state at 25%. 
Over the coming weeks and term, the staff shall work 
through all of the results and data sets available and plan 
what it means for us moving forward in these areas and 
goals for the coming years together. We are seeing great 
results in embedding our agreed Literacy and Numeracy 
strategies and approaches such as VCOP & Big Write, 
SMART spelling and Challenging Maths Tasks. These 
particular strategies and approaches continue to be planned 
for, implemented and analysed to ensure the best teaching 
and learning practices are at the core of what we do and 
drive improvements for all of our students. 
 

Filming 
There has been a buzz of excitement around the school with 
Melbourne University selecting our school for filming the 
production of three videos for international students 

entering the Master of Teaching at the 
Melbourne Graduate School of Education.  
These videos will focus on Master of 
Teaching  (Early Childhood, Primary or 
Secondary) with the aim of ‘setting the scene’ 

for international students. The videos will be short 6-8 
minute documentary-style pieces focusing on particular 
aspects of classrooms and schools. Quite an honour!  
 

Toilets 
Over the last few weeks, we have been re-vamping and 
improving our school toilets. The Prep toilets off the Junior 
School Hall have been painted 
throughout, new soap and toilet roll 
dispensers added and the flooring being 
resealed soon!  The Senior School toilets 
will be completed over the Christmas 
break.  All toilets throughout the school 
have had upgraded foaming soap 
dispensers, toilet rolls and hand towels 
added.  Our Grade 6 Leaders will soon 
add some colourful touches with painted murals and 
positive affirmations to make our facilities more attractive 
for everyone to use. 
 

Glen Huntly Road Crossing 
The Minister for Roads has confirmed that the two proposed 
pedestrian crossings at Dendy Village in Brighton and on 
Glen Huntly Road, near Elwood Primary School, both 
deserve funding. The Minister has also confirmed that 
VicRoads supports both crossings being installed. That 

means all we need to make the project happen is for the 
Minister to approve funding!  If you want the crossings 
installed, let the Minister know by email: 
(Jaala.Pulford@parliament.vic.gov.au)  
 

Leaving EPS in 2019? 
Planning for 2020 is already taking place. It is important 
to have an accurate picture of student movement for the 
upcoming year. Accurate anticipated student numbers 
has a huge impact on planning for the number of classes 
we have and our budget. If you  know that you will not 
be at Elwood PS next year, please complete the form 
attached, email or call the office on 9531 2762 as soon as 
possible.  See form attached. 
 

Hats  
Spring has sprung at last…our SunSmart Policy states 
our students must wear their SunSmart hats from 
September until the end of April. Baseball caps are not 
SunSmart. Students without hats are to play in our 
designated shade areas. 
 

Production! 
Wow, thank you! We had a blast putting on show 
Heroes of Change on Wednesday at the world famous 
Palais theatre. The costumes were so vibrant, the 
dancing superb and the band was rocking! Thank you to 
all the students with special roles including actors, 
singers and musicians. We hope you had fun. Thanks to 
all the parents and staff involved for helping to make it a 
fun night too. Look out for details around the lead up for 
the next one. 
So… you guessed it! I would like to put out the 
invitation out there to any parents or friends of the 
school who’re interested in being involved to let us 
know. Especially musicians for the production in-house 
band. We have the opportunity at the Palais to 
accompany the songs with live music and if you feel like 
you would like to contribute your time towards making 
it happen we would love to hear from you. Thanks again 
and have great rest of the term everyone. 

Production Team 
 

Save the Date – Family Picnic 
My recent visit to the local department store served as a 
reminder that the end of 2019 is nigh! Therefore our end 
of year celebration the Family Picnic is fast upon us.  So 
please put this date in your diaries: Thursday 5 
December 2019 night for the annual Family Picnic. We 
meet on the turf, in front of the stage to reflect on the 
wonderful year that was/is 2019. We’ll  be organising 
students to be performing on the stage all afternoon 
culminating in performances from the Padres and The 
No Corey’s (formally the Yard Duty Birds). 

Kaz…. Music Teacher 

We would like to acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which we are gathered  

today, the Yalukit Willam clan of the Boon Wurrung People and pay our respects to their Elders past and present. We 

acknowledge and respect their continuing relationship to the land upon which we meet. 

mailto:Jaala.Pulford@parliament.vic.gov.au


 

Special Assembly – High School 
Band Performance 
Recently, during assembly time we adjusted our usual 
program to watch a special concert from the band “Just 
Groovin”. These talented high school students played 
jazz music featuring Brass and Woodwind instruments. 
The band leader encouraged the students to improvise 
during the performance. One student, not shy of an 
audience walked right down the middle of the crowd 
while playing his solo on Trombone. The weather 
complimented the excellent playing and repertoire on 
this lovely afternoon. We were lucky that the visiting 
students were able to talk to some of our own ensemble 
students during lunchtime to share why they’re still 
studying their instrument and how playing in a group is 
one of the coolest things a musician can do! 

Music Team 

 

Dyslexia Awareness Week 
October is Dyslexia Awareness Month.  Elwood Primary 
School will be supporting this by hosting a Dyslexia 
Awareness Week in the first week of term 4.  Students 
and teachers will be spending time discussing what it is 
like to be dyslexic and how we can support our 
community members with dyslexia by understanding the 
difference.  On Thursday 10 October students are asked 
to wear red and bring a gold coin donation.  Please read 
attached flyer for more information.   
 

Spotlight on Numeracy 
On Monday, we hosted teachers from Seaford North 
Primary School and Upper Yarra Secondary College 
along with our critical friend in Numeracy, Larissa 
Raymond.  Larissa works for Ed Partnerships and is the 
facilitator of the Bastow Leading Numeracy Course that 
members of our Leaderships team are currently 
undertaking.  Both teachers and student were involved in 
their day with students being “shadowed” by a teacher 
during their maths learning as a way of collecting 
evidence to understand them more deeply.  Data was 
collected from students and teachers in the form of a 
survey and this data was analysed by the visiting 
teachers to identify the strengths of our school in 
mathematics and the “next stretch” for us in the is area of 
the curriculum. 
The evidence from both teachers and students clearly 
indicated that as a school our students feel supported in 
their learning, teachers understand them as learners and 
the students are consistently challenged.  A numeracy 
focused Curriculum Day is planned for Monday 14 
October so stay tuned for more maths updates! 

Ariana Peters…. 
 

Beachside DIVISION Athletics 
Congratulations to all of our students who competed in 
the Beachside DIVISION athletics last Friday.  

All 32 of our students represented our school in great 
spirits, with 10 of our athletes progressing to the 
REGIONAL event next term: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We wish them all the best at the next round of 
athletics! 
 

Elwood Primary School 
Production 2019 
I think we can all agree that the Elwood Primary 
School Production for 2019 has been a massive hit. It's 
also had a dramatic impact on the school community, 
building students’ confidence by a mile. As two of the 
main roles (Captain Planet & The Eco Villain) we’ll 
love to give you the scoop of what happened behind 
the red curtain! 
As many people went for a role, many were 
disappointed but for others, it was a chance to 
impress and enjoy themselves. Rehearsals were tough 
but fun at the same time. Mastering our lines and 
actions took time, but lots of people gave up many 
days to assist and prepare for the big night. We all 
agree that it paid off in the end.  
As the day grew near so did everyone's nerves, but 
we stayed strong and persisted.   
When the day came, we were all prepared to rock The 
Palais!  
But it wasn’t just the actors, everyone put in a 
hundred percent. It was the work of soloists, backing 
vocals and all the wonderful E.P.S students, teachers, 
our lovely principals Nicole, Jay and Rosie and  of 
course Paula and Kaz, as this day would not have 
been possible without them, as they wrote the script 
and conducted the music, almost running the whole 
show.  
And as we would have guessed the day went 
smoothly just as we hoped. Special mention to the 
Preps and Year Ones for their first production. 

Willie…. 6M  &  Tilda…. 6B 
 



Junior School Highlights 
What a Term 3, filled will lots learning and fun 
celebrations. 
National Book Week! An initiative to try and 
encourage a love of reading in children. We held our 
Book Week parade in the junior school and we were 
excited to have our neighbours from Poets Grove 
kinder join us for our parade. There were so many 
different characters in attendance, as students dressed 
as their favourite book personality and the staff were 
not to be outdone with yet again a wide range of 
costumes on display from the adults in our school 
community. It was certainly a fun morning for all. I 
have never seen so many superheroes in one place! 
The Preps celebrated 100 days of learning, growing 
and laughing at school. We all dressed up to celebrate 
and had fun wearing our creative costumes that 
represented 100. Even Captain 100 and Captain 10s 
10s made a major appearance. We are looking forward 
to the next 100 days. 
The students in Grade 1 had an opportunity to attend 
the Grade 1 dinner at school as a transition into 
the  camping program. Lots of group activities, disco 
and a picnic dinner was enjoyed by all. 
We celebrated Grandparents Day and it was 
wonderful to have so many people join us for this 
special day. The children thoroughly enjoyed showing 
off their school/class to the special people in their 
lives. 
Lights, camera, action! 
What a performance held by our students involved in 
the HEROES OF CHANGE production. 
All of our students looked marvellous dressed up as 
different characters for our school production ‘Heroes 
of Change’. The message certainly was loud and clear 
that Heroes of Change encourages taking action to 
protect the planet! 
Have a wonderful break with your children and I look 
forward to seeing everyone next term. 

Rosie Grosso...Assistant Principal Junior School 

 

Clean Ocean Foundation 
Congratulations to our Grade 6 Leaders Ben and Jack 
who raised $500 for the Clean Ocean Foundation!  A 
word from the Foundation: “To Jack and Ben of 
Elwood Primary School from the Year 6 leadership 
project - money raised by screen printing and selling 
reusable shopping bags. Keep up your good work for 
clean oceans!” 
Well done Jack and Ben. 

Boots for all 
Do you have old sports uniforms lying around the 
house, well it’s time to find a new home for them?  
For our leadership project, we are donating sport 
equipment or sports uniforms to a company called 
“Boots for All”. From then on they donate it to clubs 
or kids that don’t have enough money for sports 
equipment. Anything you donate must be in reusable 
condition.  There is a box in the office for donations. 
The box will be there for the rest of term 3 and the 
first  2 weeks of term 4, but not during the holidays. 
You will be allowed to donate any time during the 
week except for Wednesday after school, due to 
taking the box home to empty it.  See attachment for 
list of acceptable items. 

Isabella 6L & Audrey 6M 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Attachments ~ Dyslexia Awareness Week, 
Community Shred Day, TeamKids. 












