Newsletter
Website : www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au
Community Market (bookings) : www.trybooking.com/36342
Dear Parents
Big Night Out …
Roll up, Roll up, Roll up
I have my Ring Master outfit ready to
wear for what will be a great night of
fun and dancing. There are still tickets
available to this unforgettable school
event at the iconic St. Kilda Town Hall.
Parent Opinion Survey
The annual Parent Opinion Survey has
been sent to 100 randomly selected
parents. If you have been selected you
should have received your survey in
the mail. The survey is to be returned
to school in the sealed envelope
provided. We then forward the
unopened envelopes to the
Department of Education & Training
for analysis. Later in the year we
receive the results. The data received
forms a big part of our future planning
in a range of areas such as behaviour
management, reporting, school
improvement, approachability, parent
input and extra-curricula activities to
name a few.
If you received a survey could you
please ensure you fill it out and return
it to school by Monday 1 August.
In previous years we have received
around 45% of completed surveys and
we would like all surveys returned so
that we have more reliable data.
We value your opinion and the survey
helps us to continually grow and
become an even better school than we
presently are.

Staffing
Congratulations to Stephanie Yarwood
who was appointed to replace Rosie
Cooke (1R) for the rest of 2016. We are
excited about Stephanie joining
Elwood PS. She has been working for
most of the year in various roles at
EPS.
I will be on Long Service Leave next
week. Nicole Richards will be Acting
Principal for the week and is based in
my office.
100 Year Celebrations
Our 100 Year Celebration activities are
just around the corner and look
forward to a year of looking back and
forward. An overview of what has
been planned so far is:
Term 1

Dress up Day

100 year Badge launch

The History of Elwood curriculum
units of work
Term 2

EPS Family bricks

100 year Trivia Night

Community art works

Whole school photograph
Term 3

Whole school production

EPS Family bricks laid
Term 4

Open Day / Market

100 year Publication

Family Picnic with whole school
photograph

Big Night Out … Friday 29 July 2016
Last chance to Roll up, Roll up, Roll up
Secure your spot at the Circus
Extravaganza of the year (attached flyer)
QKR TICKET SALES CLOSE : Midnight on Thursday 28 July
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CALENDAR
Wednesday 27 July
Enhanced Learning
Thursday 28 July
ESC Casual Dress Day wear
something that makes you happy gold coin donation
Parent Information Session :
Technology at EPS
Friday 29 July
Athletics Practice Gr 4 - 6
Ready Set Go for 2017 Preps
The ‘Big Night Out’ for Parents
Monday 1 August
Hands on Science - Grade 2
Tuesday 2 August
Sub-committees meet
Wednesday 3 August
Enhanced Learning
Friday 5 August
Athletics Practice Gr 4 - 6
Saturday 6 August
Community Market - all Grade 1
classes rostered
Monday 8 August
3.00pm Assembly - Snr Choir
Wednesday 10 August
Billy Cart Building - Preps
Grade 1 Dinner
Enhanced Learning
6.30 Hub meeting at Elwood College
Thursday 11 August
100 Days of Prep

Enrolments for Prep
in 2017 close on
Friday 5 August
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An exciting year awaits and will allow past, present
and future members of our community to be involved
in a variety of ways.
Front Gardens
Our new gardens, seats and table are complete and
fully functional. The front of the school looks fantastic
adding to our already great environment. Thank you to
all families who contributed to our Building Fund that
paid for this project.
Chess comes to Elwood PS
An interschool Chess competition will be held at
Elwood PS on Monday 8 August. If your child is
interested in being part of the day when 5 - 6 games are
played by each competitor as part of the EPS Chess
team
please
email
the
school
on
elwood.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au and I will contact you
with more information. We have up to eight more
places available for interested players.
Oval
Our new oval is quite waterlogged at the moment and
we are keeping the students off the turf to protect the
new grass before Spring arrives. The oval has made a
huge difference to park play and we need to protect it
now that the wet weather has arrived.

Rob Csoti

EPS Curriculum Day
We had a focus of Maths for our Curriculum Day last
Thursday. Our teachers and support staff learnt:






What the research tells us about effective Maths
teaching
The 6 Key Principles of Effective Teaching of
Mathematics
Learning tasks and group discussion to support this
content

The day was facilitated by Maths Educator Andrea
McDonough. Andrea has 29 years of experience in
Maths Education at the Australian Catholic University
and has been a colleague and worked on projects with
Professor Peter Sullivan over the years.
The day was a nice blend of theory and practical tasks.
The input and positivity from staff was excellent,
making it a very worthwhile day. It was really an
affirmation of how we already plan and teach, but will
inform our teaching moving forward.

Jay Tucker … Assistant Principal
Code Camp
During the first week of the holidays, twelve of our
students participated in ‘Code Camp.’ This was a three
day program where students learnt about coding and
how to make an App. This was offered to all students
from Grade 2 - 6 and we are hoping to run the camp
again during the Term 3 holidays. The students and
parents thought this camp was very worthwhile.

To quote Ben W 3V :
“At Code Camp’ you make a really fun app! I thought
Code Camp was fun and creative. It was challenging at
times, mainly in the coding part, but most of it was
pretty easy. Its really fun choosing your character and
making your enemy in the game. It was a really good
experience. I highly recommend Code Camp!”

Jay Tucker … Assistant Principal
Manners Matter
Respecting Adults
Part of being a friendly and respectful
Elwood Primary School kid is in
Respecting Adults.
There are many adults around our school and homes
that help us. It may be your teacher or your next door
neighbour. Sometimes we do not realise it, but these
people are always looking after us, making sure we are
safe and happy.
A great way to show these people that we do
appreciate their help and concern is to show them
respect. We can do this in lots of ways – by saying
please and thank you, by giving way, by offering help
and just by listening when they speak.
Respecting adults is important. All of us would like
people to respect us and we certainly expect people to
respect the adults we know well like our parents,
grandparents and teachers.
Respecting adults shows everyone that we are
thoughtful, considerate and friendly children.
All part of being an Elwood Kid.

You Can Do It
Term 3: Persistence
Persistence means trying hard to do your best and not
giving up when something feels like it’s too difficult or
boring. Examples of persistent behavior are continuing
to try even when schoolwork is hard, not being
distracted and checking work when it’s finished to
make sure it’s correct.
This fortnight we will focus on: Teamwork
Why learn the skill of Teamwork?
Teamwork is very important at our school and used in
many ways. You need teamwork if you are in a sports
team, an Inquiry Team or Investigations, a music group
or simply a group in your grade.
Teamwork is all about working with others to produce
a team result. It is about using your talents and
interests with others to achieve something together.
What you can try:

Encourage others in your group to do their best.

Put the team interests in front of your own.

Recognise everyone’s contribution to the team and
congratulate them.

What you should avoid:

Don’t criticise team members, even when things go
wrong.

Don’t try to dominate a team.
You Can Do It !

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal
Cross Country
This year Elwood PS did exceptionally well in Cross
Country. We actually came in 1st place in the District
Cross Country which was a great achievement.

Final and came back from 2-0 to be 2-2 with a minute
to play, unfortunately Port found the back of the net
just before the final siren.
We played some outstanding soccer and gave 100%
effort for the whole day. Jai L, Jasper D, Seb V, Max L,
Rui Y, Finn K and Chester Br were amongst our best
players. A special mention to Chester B for scoring our
team’s 6 out of 7 goals for the day.
A huge thank you to our super coach Andy Vargas,
who coached the boys through the season! His
experience, knowledge and passion for the game was
of great benefit to the boys and the team.
I would also like to thank Charlie Sirianos for helping
with coaching on the day, Michael Kluge and Trevor
Ward for helping to manage the team, including fruit
for half time. The wonderful support from all of the
parents on the day meant a lot to the team and nearly
got them over the line.

We also had more students than ever before,
progressing up the Cross Country Competitions. At
Regional level there would normally only be a few or
no students through. All of these students performed
extremely well achieving many ‘personal bests’. Well
done to all our students who took part.

We had some upset players after narrowly losing the
Grand Final, but we could not be prouder of the way
the team represented the school and the effort they
gave.

Jay Tucker … Assistant Principal
Our Global Calendar
Our Global Calendar is a way to celebrate significant
cultural and environmental events and is a terrific
springboard for conversations at home! What’s on in
the coming weeks?
Sam A (from 4T above) was the only student to
progress onto the State Cross Country. He had an
amazing run with little experience and just missed out
by one place to represent the State - an amazing
achievement.

Amy Parsons

Mixed Soccer Team Division Finals
Last Tuesday our Mixed Soccer team competed in the
Division Finals at Bailey Reserve. We had a very
successful day, winning our first two rounds and a
semi-final. We played Port Melbourne in the Grand

30 July: International Day of Friendship
The International Day of Friendship was proclaimed in
2011 by the UN General Assembly with the idea
that friendship between peoples, countries, cultures
and individuals can inspire peace efforts and build
bridges between communities.
31 July: National Stepfamily Awareness Day
The last Sunday in July has been designated as
'National Stepfamily Awareness Day'. A day dedicated
to the stepfamily, it provides an opportunity to
acknowledge, promote and celebrate the great work
that stepfamilies do.

1 -7 August: Homelessness Prevention Week
Homeless Persons' Week is an annual awareness
raising week held in the first full week of August
each year to highlight the over 105,000 Australians who
are homeless on any given night. Homelessness
Australia provides information sheets and resources to
support events all around Australia.
4 August: National Aboriginal
and Islander Children's Day
(NATICD)
National Aboriginal and Islander
Children's Day (NATICD) is a
celebration of human rights and
Indigenous children. Held on 4 August each year,
NAITCD was first observed by SNAICC in 1988.
7 August: Threatened Species Day
National Threatened Species Day is held to encourage
the community to help conserve Australia's native
fauna and flora. Take action to prevent further
extinctions by restoring healthy numbers of
endangered species and ecological communities.

We recently had an ‘Aerobin’ 400 compost bin
donated by Jo and Andrew McLoughlin who are
parents of a student in Grade 2. According to the
Aerobin website, (https://www.aerobin400.com/)
testing by Swinburne University has shown that
these bins are more efficient composters than normal
bins due to their unique aeration system. We will
see what Elwood Primary tests find out!
Thanks also to local community members, Sophie
Britton and Mike Scobie for the donation of soil and
scoria which they transported to the school for us.
We will be using these materials to make a new
garden bed in a crate which was donated earlier this
year.
Some of our garden classes are currently short of
volunteers. You do not need to have a child in the
program to volunteer in the garden. For more
information ask at the office or visit Kate in the
garden.

7 -13 August: Speech Pathology Week
Speech Pathology Week is the annual week to raise
awareness about communication and swallowing
disorders, as well as the work of speech pathologists.
8 August: Tara Day (Buddhist)
The eighth of every month is Tara Day. Tara is a female
Buddha, whose name means Rescuer; she is the
embodiment of swift compassion. If we rely upon Tara
sincerely and with strong faith, she will protect us from
all obstacles and fulfill all our wishes.
9 August: International Day of the World's
Indigenous People
This is a day used to celebrate and recognize the stories,
cultures and unique identities of indigenous peoples
around the world.
Enjoy your upcoming weeks, whatever it holds or
whatever you are celebrating.

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal
Garden News

Thanks to Charlie Tucker, Amanda Harrison, Helen
Young, Victoire Blum, Janet Power and their children
and other family members who cared for our chickens
over the holidays. We couldn’t keep chickens in the
garden without help from our community. Our young
chickens have matured and we are now regularly
collecting 2 - 3 eggs per day. If you are interested in
helping with chicken care we are always keen to have
more volunteers. Contact Kate by email
bulling.kathleen.k@edumail.vic.gov.au

Happy Gardening …

Kate Bulling

The Padres
If you are planning a school function or private party
in the second half of the year, think about having a
performance by The Padres – Elwood Primary
School’s dads’ band. The Padres are first and
foremost a great party band who will ensure that
your event goes off. The Padres can also play more
mellow tunes at more sophisticated gigs if
required. The Padres offer very competitive rates
and all of the money that they make goes towards
Elwood Primary School’s music program. Contact
Peter on 0417 525 831 if you want to talk about a
booking.
Attachments :
What’s Happening during Weeks 3 & 4 at EPS?
Literacy Interview
JS Computer Club & Spelling Bee
Math’s Challenge 3
Big Night Out

