
Dear Parents 
 
Farewell EPS 
The time has arrived and there is only 
a week left for me as the Principal of 
Elwood PS.   I have been reflecting 
upon the last 8½ years where I have 
witnessed so much change.  It has been 
a privilege to lead our school and is 
something that I have never taken for 
granted. 
 
Nothing would have been achieved 
without the hard work, dedication and 
generosity of our staff, parents and 
students.  We pride ourselves on our 
strong sense of community and  
cherish the relationships and values 
we share.  Our school has a strong 
academic focus, a passion for the 
visual and performing arts, a 
wonderful kitchen garden program, 
sport, the environment and a collective 
focus on the well-being of our staff, 
students and our community.  
 
We have a literacy and numeracy 
curriculum that is consistent across the 
school and allows all students success 
at their point of need. We have 
focussed on allowing students to have 
choice in their learning, leading to high 
levels of engagement and consistently 
high academic results. 
 
During the last 8½ years, we have 
developed our school through both 
government and locally raised funds 
and have made many improvements; 
the  J u ni or  L ea r ni n g  Ce nt re , 
renovations to all classrooms, the 
installation of split systems, interactive 
whiteboards in all classrooms, a new 
Information Learning Hub (Library), 
rebuilt our Prep area, gardens, new 
play equipment, the park resurfacing 
and a soon to be completed new junior 
school classroom complex. 

 
Our Community Market, which is the 
envy of all schools, is a fantastic 
e x a m p l e  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y 
e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  p a r e n t 
connectedness. Past, present and 
future school communities come 
together to meet, share a coffee and 
enjoy Elwood. The level of parent 
i n v o l v e m e n t / v o l u n t e e r i n g  i s 
extraordinary with everyone working 
together to make our school the best it 
can be. 
 
It is however the people that I will 
miss the most. Our teachers are all 
high quality professionals; they are 
dedicated, passionate and really care 
about their students. Our office staff 
are a pleasure to work with; 
approachable, knowledgeable, fun and 
supportive of all things Elwood. They 
work tirelessly and have been an 
incredible support to me and our 
school. I wish every school could have 
staff like ours.  
 
To Nicole, who I have been through 
thick and thin with, I will miss her 
dearly. It has been a partnership that 
has created incredible things.  To Jay 
and our leadership team, who have 
been instrumental in driving our 
school strategies and philosophy, they 
are deeply committed to Elwood PS.  
and have always been a pleasure to be 
involved with. 
 
Our parents have been such a joy to be 
associated with.  Their generosity of 
time is amazing, as is their 
involvement in classrooms, the market, 
ki tchen garden,  sports  days, 
productions and excursions.  You are 
inspirational! I thank you for your 
support and for challenging me but 
above all, for the way you care about 
our school and everyone in it. 
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CALENDAR 
 

Wednesday 16 May 
NAPLAN Gr 3 and 5  

 

Thursday 17 May 
NAPLAN Gr 3 and 5  

6.30pm School Council AGM 
7.15pm School Council Meeting 

 

Friday 18 May 
Gr5/6 Inter-school Sport  

 
Mon 22-25 Fri May 

Education Week 
 

Tuesday 22 May 
4C Bookstore visit  

 

Wednesday 23 May 
5G Bookstore visit 

Prep 2019 Information Night 
 

Thursday 24 May 
Battle Of The Bands  
 Padres Performing 

 
Friday 25 May 

Gr5/6 Inter-school Sport 
Ready Set Go—Session 1 

 
Monday 28 May 

Assembly  
 

Tuesday 29 May 
Division Cross Country 

4J The Avenue Book Store visit 
 

Wednesday 30 May 
Enhanced Learning 

Website :  www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au          Scott Street, Elwood Vic 3184  
Phone :  9531 2762              

 Community Market (bookings) : http://www.elwoodmarket.com/volunteer 

STUDENT FREE DAYS 
Monday 11 June 
Public Holiday 

Queen’s Birthday 
 

Tuesday 12 June 
Curriculum Day 

http://www.elwoodmarket.com/volunteer


Our School Council, Elwood Community Market 
Committee, parent reps and event coordinators do an 
amazing job of building community and engaging 
parents, enabling our teachers to have the resources and 
support to be the best they can so that they can provide 
a fantastic education for our students. 
 
To our students; they are why I come to school! They 
are always friendly, happy, eager to learn, caring, 
empathetic and happy to have a go at anything. Our 
world is in good hands with such conscientious young 
people who will no doubt leave a lasting impression on 
the future, no matter what they do.   
 
So I leave with so many memories and friends with the 
comfort that the school is doing exceptionally well in all 
areas and ready for its next journey, which I know will 
be just as exciting as the one I have been on. When I am 
waiting for the next wave, I will be thinking of you all 
and the fulfilling experience I had at Elwood PS. 
 

 

Education Week  
Next week is Education Week in all schools in Victoria. 
We will be having a range of opportunities for you to 
visit the school and see the amazing learning that is 
taking place.  
We will have an open morning on Tuesday 22 May 
from 9:00am – 1:30pm and we invite you to visit your 
child’s or any classroom or specialist program in the 
school. We hope to see you next Tuesday morning and 
during the week. See the flyer attached for more 
information.  

 
2019 Prep Information Evening  
Our 2019 Prep Information night will be held next 
Wednesday evening commencing at 7:00pm in the JLC. 
This is the first information evening for prospective 
2019 Prep parents.  
 

Ready Set Go – RSG  
Our first batch of 2019 Preps will arrive on Friday 25 

May for their first RSG session. It is a very exciting time 

for our kinder kids, parents and our Prep teachers. This 

begins our extensive and well respected transition 

program that enables our preps to start school so well. 

Thank you to Christine and the Prep team for the 

magnificent job that they do. 

Rob Csoti…..Principal 

 
You Can Do it 
Term 2: Organisation 

Organisation means setting a goal to do your best in 
your school work, listening carefully to your teacher’s 
instructions, planning your time so that you are not 
rushed, having all your supplies ready and keeping 
track of your assignment and homework due dates. 
Being organised helps you to learn at your best. 

This fortnight we will focus on: Consequences and 
Rights: 
To become good citizens, we need to understand rights 
and responsibilities as well as consequences for our 
actions, both good and bad.   A citizen is a member of a 
community. That community can be small, like a 
classroom or school, or large, like a city, state, or 
country. The global community includes everyone on 
Earth. Everyone is a member of a community and 
everyone has a responsibility to maintain it. 
 
A responsibility is a duty or something someone should 
do. A responsibility can be a chore at home or school or 
it can be following rules, helping other community 
members and making positive changes. When someone 
works to help the whole community, he or she works 
for the common good. Obeying laws is an important 
responsibility. A law is a rule set by a community that 
tells how to behave or act. Different communities have 
different laws.  
   
If a community member breaks a law, there are 
consequences. Laws also help protect citizens’ rights. A 
right is a freedom that is protected. Citizens of different 
countries have different rights. These rights include 
freedom of speech, freedom of expression, and freedom 
of religion.   All children, like adults have rights, but 
they also have responsibilities. Everyone has the right to 
practice their own religion, but everyone has the 
responsibility to respect people of different religions. In 
school, every child has the right to learn, but every child 
has the responsibility of arriving to school on time, 
completing homework and following school and class 
rules. 
 

Children as well as adults make decisions every day. 
Even young children regularly choose how they will 
behave, which toys or games they would like to play 
with, which books they would like to have read to them, 
or which television shows they would like to watch. As 
children get older they make bigger decisions that often 
involve their family, their friends and their schoolwork. 
The kinds of decisions children make affect their 
wellbeing, their relationships and their success. So, what 
can we do to think about our actions and consequences? 
 

Do:                                                                                                              
*Use self talk such as “Stop, I’d better think about this 
first”           
*See things from different angles                                                           
*See other people’s points of view                                                         
*think ahead and plan, consider the consequences  
                
Don’t: 
*focus on one aspect of a situation.  
*focus just on yourself  
*want things right now and not think first  
 *make decisions based on a whim      
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Manners Matter     
This fortnight, we are focusing on the skill of 
negotiating: 
Negotiation involves trying to get what you want by 
firstly working out what the other person wants and 
trying to give it to them.  Negotiating needs to be planned 
and each side has to complete their side of the bargain. 
For example, you might want a ride to footy training so 
you negotiate with Mum or Dad to give you a lift and in 
return you will put the rubbish out. If you don’t keep up 
your end of the bargain, you won’t be trusted the next 
time and you will have to work on negotiating again. 
 

Negotiation Do’s: 
*Do decide what you want 
*Do think about what the other person might want in 
return 
*Do pick a good time to ask 
*Do use a friendly voice 
*If you can’t work out what the other person wants in 
return, ask them directly 
*Do keep your side of the bargain 
 

Negotiation Don’ts: 
*Don’t ask at inconvenient times (e.g. when the other 
person is busy or talking to someone else) 
*Don’t use a grizzly, whingeing voice 
*Don’t threaten or sulk or get angry if you don’t get what 
you want. You can always try again. 

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal 
 

Scholastic Book Fair 
On Thursday 31 May and Friday 1 June all classes will 
visit our first Scholastic Book Fair set up in the JLC 
middle space. This fair will also be open to our larger 
school community before and after school (8:30-9:00 and 
3:30- 4:00) on these days and during the June Community 

Market on Saturday 2 June. All proceeds 
will benefit the Information Learning Hub 
and all EPS students will have access to 
new books and learning materials. If you 
are interested in helping out, on 
Wednesday May 30 to set up the Book Fair 
or during any of the days the Book Fair is 
open, please contact Sarah Clair at 

clair.sarah.j@edumail.vic.gov.au.  

Parent Information Session 
Has your child fallen out of love with reading?  Is it 
a struggle to get your child to read daily? Is your 
child in grade 3-6?  If you have answered yes to any 
of these questions, then join Ariana and Julie on 
Tuesday 22 May from 9.10 – 10.00 in the staffroom 
for our Information Session full of tips and tricks. 
See attached flyer.  
 

Cyber Bullying & Online Gaming 
You may heard a lot about Cyber Bullying in the 
news lately. Its prevalence is of increased concern 
for parents and teachers alike. But what exactly is it 
and what can we as a community do to combat it? 
Many primary aged students are getting involved in 
online gaming. How much do you know about the 
games your child is playing? See attached flyer for 
further information. 
 

Mothers Day Stall 
To all the wonderful Mother's Day stall helpers and 
supporters.  Thank you so much 
for volunteering to help out 
with the Mother's Day Stall 
Thursday and Friday. The stall 
was a huge success with 
enthusiastic children coming 
through and eagerly selecting 
gifts for their Mums and other 
special people. We hope those 
on the receiving end enjoy the enthusiasm and 
excitement this Sunday! As always, the stall cannot 
run without your help – we thoroughly appreciate 
your input and hope that you will continue to 
support the Mother's (and Father's!) Day stall in the 
future.  A fabulous effort - thank you all.  The 
Mother’s Day Committee. 
 

Movie Afternoon 
Come to Incredible 2 on the last day of the Term 2. 
This is a non profit event for EPS students only and 
their siblings. An adult must purchase a ticket and 
accompany the children.  Tickets can be purchased 
via QKR and are non-transferable. There is a limited 
numbers available. 
 
Attachments : Education Week, Parent Information Session, 
Cyber Bullying, Team Holiday. 
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