
Happy Holidays  
It has certainly come around quickly, 
but we are all ready for a little break to 
re-energize and prepare for another 
busy and exciting term. There were 
many highlights in Term 1 at Elwood 
Primary School, as usual!  
Our new preps and their families have 
settled into school life with one whole 
term completed! Two markets were 
held, new students, new staff, 
swimming sports, information nights, 
parent teacher meetings and parent 
workshops, a curriculum day focusing 
on SMART Spelling, kitchen garden 
classes, Interschool round robin sports 
day, Grade 6 Leadership ….. all on top 
of some amazing learning within each 
grade and our specialists classrooms. 
I would like to thank our amazing 
Elwood Primary School staff , 
classroom teachers, Specialists, Aides 
and office staff for another great term. 
We are so lucky to have them all! 
 

Learning and the 
school holidays  
Supporting your child’s learning at 
home can continue throughout the 
school holidays and there are many 
fun activities at home and around 
Victoria that can help your child learn 
while enjoying this time away from 
school.  

 Check out your local library for 
children’s activities scheduled 
during the school holidays.  

 ·Spend the day cooking to help 
with reading, maths and science 
skills.  

 ·Organise a craft day and make 
birthday or Christmas cards, 
paint or create simple friendship 
bands with a mixture of buttons 
and big beads.  

 ·Help your child make a cubby 
house outside or inside with 
cushions and spare blankets 
under a table or a bed.  

 ·Hold a treasure hunt. You could 

hide toys, books or treats all 
over the house and garden and 
let your child search for them to 
discover the treasures you've 
hidden.  

  Enjoy a book or two together.  
 
It is also really important to remember 
to have some down time!  
Brain research tells us that “switching 
to a state of mental rest, such as 
daydreaming, helps us process our 
experiences, consolidate memories, 
reinforce learning, regulate our 
attention and emotions and keep us 
productive and effective in our work 
and judgment.” With so much learning 
happening at school and often 
continuing after school with sport, 
music and other personal pursuits, 
fitting in downtime is easier said than 
done. However, even just closing your 
eyes, taking one deep breath, and 
exhaling can help to refresh the brain 
and takes practically no time. Offering 
more downtime in the school holidays 
might be just the thing for keeping 
ourselves on schedule and giving our 
brains that little bit of freedom to turn 
off for just a minute. Holidays are a 
perfect time for all of us to take a 
break.  Please have a safe and 
enjoyable break and I hope you all get 
a little down time with family and 
friends.  
 

Farewell Chloe 
Today we say farewell to Chloe 
Lumsden (3C Teacher) and best of 
health and happiness for her new 
baby’s arrival. Chloe is a wonderful, 
integral part of EPS and we shall 
definitely miss her, but we are very 
excited as she starts her next journey as 
a mum.  Best of luck Chloe and Matt. 
We welcome Brooke Hays to 3C. 
Brooke was our Library/ICT Specialist 
last year and has been teaching Grade 
5 all of this term at EPS.  We are so 
pleased and excited that Brooke is able 
to continue 3C’s learning journey. 
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CALENDAR 

Friday 5 April 
End of Term 2.30pm finish 

 

Monday 22 April Easter Monday  
Public Holiday No School 

 

Tuesday 23 April 
Term 2 starts 

 

Wednesday 24 April 
Grade 4 ANZAC Day Assemblies 

 

Thursday 25 April 
ANZAC Day-Public Holiday, No School 

 

Monday 29 April 
Assembly 

 

Tuesday 30 April 
House X Country 

 

Friday 3 May 
Grade 2 Science Works 

 

Saturday 4 May 
Community Market 

Prep H, 2A, 2TL, 4J & 6T rostered 
 

Monday 13 May 
Assembly 

 

Monday 20 May 
District X Country 

Website :  www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au          Scott Street, Elwood Vic 3184  
Phone :  9531 2762              

 Community Market (bookings) : www.trybooking.com/437202     

Friday 5 April 
End of Term 2.30pm finish 

Thursday 25 April  
ANZAC Day Public Holiday  

No School 

Monday 22 April  

Easter Monday Public Holiday 

 No School 

Tuesday 23 April 
Commence Term 2  

Saturday 4 May  
Community Market 

Prep H, 2A , 2TL, 4J & 6T rostered 



P A G E  2  

We also eagerly await the arrival of Nat Payne (3N 
teacher) and Steph’s first baby over the term break and 
wish them both well. Georgia Fitzpatrick shall be 
teaching 3N for the first three weeks of Term 2 whilst 
Nat is on leave. 
 

New Mexico Study Tour  
We are so incredibly lucky to continue our partnership 
with consultant and friend of EPS, George Otero with a 
an incredible learning journey with eight of our 
teachers over the school holidays in Santa Fe New 
Mexico during the Term 1 break.  
Steph (Prep S), Sarah (Prep P), Jac (1J), Tara (2TL), 
Charlie (4C), Millie (5M), Olivia (2O), Anna (3A) and 
myself will work with George to challenge our thinking 
as educators, the role of a school and the importance of 
connecting the parent community to learning as well as 
the culture and context of our communities that we 
work in.   Another underlying theme will be the quality 
of the relationships we form with our students, parents, 
communities and ourselves which leads to a substantial 
impact on learning.  We arrive in Santa Fe on Friday 5 
April to be immersed over the next eight days in the 
culture and context of the local communities that make 
up learning communities. The trip will be spent in 
different schools and workshopping the experiences 
we are exposed to. We visit different schools to focus 
on parental involvement, personalised learning, project 
based curriculums, community interaction, leadership 
and literacy as well as numeracy outcomes in the 
American context, which have been involved in high 
stakes testing for many years. The New Mexico 
experience places our staff in a totally different culture 
and context away from the distractions of our own 
lives. It enables us to immerse ourselves in a 
professional and personal learning journey. Our 
educators come back changed in many ways, all of 
which have a significant positive impact on them as 
teachers and in turn a positive impact on your children.  
We have amazing committed teachers at Elwood PS 
and it will be a privilege and honour to spend ten days 
with them in a unique and thought provoking inquiry.  
The trip is fully funded by each teacher, which is at 
least a $3000 commitment in their Term 1 break. 

Nicole Richards…..Principal 
 

Junior School Highlights 
With the end of the first term upon us, the Prep, Year 1 
and Year 2 students have had a great term with lots 
learning happening in their classrooms. I have visited 
all classrooms on numerous occasions throughout the 
term and students are all engaged. It is a credit to the 
teachers with their thorough authentic planning.  Our 
Prep students have hit the ground running and are 
settled. They are familiar with the school grounds, 
school routines, and are fully immersed in their 
learning that have been planned by their teachers.  
They have personally informed me that the best thing 
about school is the new friends that they have made, 
the investigation activities and the take home books 
they take home every day to read and share with their 
parents.  

I’m sure that they will come back in term in term 2 
with the same enthusiasm. 
The Year 1 and 2 students have also demonstrated a 
sense of bubbly enthusiasm and feelings of true 
excitement this term. They all enjoy sharing their 
personal writing pieces they have composed as 
writers.  Below are some photos of experiences and 
highlights that we have had so far in the Junior 
School:     
 

Investigation at work 
Investigation is a total approach to teaching and 
learning which combines the need for children to be 
active participants in their learning (through hands-
on and creative exploration and investigation) which 
sits alongside formal instruction. There is explicit 
teaching and development of not only literacy and 
numeracy skills and knowledge, but also the range of 
vital social, emotional and life skills. 
 
 

SMART Spelling approach 
This year the whole school is implementing the 
SMART Spelling approach. The teachers start by 
teaching the meaning of words to expand vocabulary 
and then break up words into syllables, sounds and 
letter patterns (graphs, digraphs and trigraphs) 
following a simple routine.  The whole Junior School 
has had a wonderful start to the year and I would like 
to extend a warm welcome to all of our new and 
existing families in the Junior School. It has been 
wonderful to meet you throughout term one and 
learn more about your child.  The teachers and I look 
forward to continue the positive start the students 
have had in Term 1 next term. Have a wonderful 
break with your children and I look forward to seeing 
everyone next term. 

Rosie Grosso…..Assistant Principal  



Whole School Production 
2019 Volunteers 
We need help creating props and costumes! Each 
class has a different costume, if you can assist in 
this area in any way eg. sewing, patterns, gluing 
and all purpose elasticing (think super hero) we 
would really appreciate it. Props include trees, 
vegemite jar and bicycles.  Please contact Paula via 
email ~ russell.paula.p@edumail.vic.gov.au 
We also need volunteers to join the production 
band, help soloists, actors and backing vocalists 
and/or join in the performance on the night. We 
rehearse 30+ songs and there is a huge opportunity 
to share the parts and it’s  lots of fun!   
 
If you would like to lend your skills during 
rehearsals we would also love help with singing 
and dancing. Acting and singing rehearsals will 
take place during the day over Term 3. Schedule’s 
can be found on the school website. Band 
rehearsals will take place in the hall once a week 
leading up to the show Wednesday 4 September 
and our instrumental teachers, Liam and Mila are 
joining the band, keep a look out for them!   
 
Finally we really need singers to support the 
backing vocals, harmonies and parts as well as 
more horns including Trombone and Trumpet. 
Also a percussionist for groovy shaking and 
cowbell action.  If you can help with any of the 
above please get in contact with Kaz via email 
sieger.kaz.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Kaz……. Music Teacher 

 
EPS Snowsports 2019 
Winter is coming and with it the Victorian 
Interschools Snowsports Championships. The 
championships will run at Mt Buller from 
Monday  19 to Sunday 25 of August with the 
primary divisions competing Monday 19 to 
Wednesday 21  August. 
Elwood parents have 
organised and sent a team 
the last 7 years and had 
some fantastic results, as 
well as a fabulous few 
days together at Mt 
Buller. We'd love to have you on the team, so if 
you're interested in taking part check out 
www.vicinterschools.com.au for more information 
and terms and conditions of entry. 
The Elwood team is self organised so please note 
that beyond meeting the terms and conditions, 
parents must attend and supervise their children 
throughout the event and may be required to 
provide volunteer support on the race course. 
 If you meet the conditions and would like to 
register your child's interest or have any questions, 
please call or email Alexa Jones 
alexajones@iinet.net.au or 0419 138 521.  

Lost Property 
Please remember to check both the Senior School 

and Junior School lost property bins should your 

child be missing  any items of their school uniform. 
  

City of  Port Phillip 
Premier Active April 
Council will be taking part in the Premier’s Active 
April challenge which is a health and wellbeing 
initiative that encourages Victorians to exercise at 
least 30 minutes per day throughout the month of 
April. If you would like to participate, please 
register via https://www.activeapril.vic.gov.au/ 
Please find the Sport Phillip flyer attached which 
will feature all recreational programs that will be 
delivered within the City of Port Phillip between 
April/ May 2019.  
 

Family Planning Victoria  
Family Planning Victoria has partnered with the 
City of Port Phillip to present a parent information 
session on supporting your child or young person 
on their own physical, emotional and social journeys 
to have respectful relationships.  
Explore aspects of what makes for respectful 
relationships.  Develop strategies for effectively 
answering your child’s questions. 
Location: St Kilda Town Hall – Council Chambers, 
99a Carlisle St, St Kilda 
Date: Tuesday 7 May – 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 
Cost:$10, or free with a concessions card 
Bookings: https://www.trybooking.com/BALEA     
Please note that child minding facilities are not available.  
 

 

Biggest Morning Tea & Bake Off 

When  ~  Friday 3 June, 9.30am 

Where ~  In the hall. 
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U10 GIRLS AFL  -  
FOOTBALL TEAM 
St Kilda City Football Club are now recruiting.  
Are you looking for your Grade 3 or 4 girl to 
experience being part of a team, trying a new sport 
and having some fun?  St Kilda City Football Club 
is now recruiting for its U10 girls team. No special 
love or previous skills for AFL required. It’s a team 
of first timers!  Training will be Wednesdays 5.30-
6.30pm at Elwood Primary (Term 1) and Wattie 
Watson, Elwood foreshore (Term 2). Matches 
commence Term 2, played on Sunday mornings.  
Please contact U10 Girls team manager, Anna 
Draffin for more information ~ 
annadraffin@gmail.com. 
Charlotte Williams & Anna Draffin   
 
 

Auskick 
Come and join the fun at Elsternwick Auskick. We 
are a community run Auskick centre focusing on 
FUN, RESPECT and TEAM. Season starts Saturday 
27 April, 9.15 at Wattie Watson Oval.  Contact Paul 
via email ~ paul.auskick@bigpond.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: Elwood College News Article, Elwood 
Market, Mothers Day Cocktail Lunch,Net Set Go, 
TeamKids, , Elsternwick Park, Sport Phillip. 

x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://0
mailto:annadraffin@gmail.com
mailto:paul.auskick@bigpond.com


https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/schools-that-excel-tearing-down-the-rusty-fence-and-raising-the-bar-20190314-p5145s.html
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/schools-that-excel-tearing-down-the-rusty-fence-and-raising-the-bar-20190314-p5145s.html
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/schools-that-excel-tearing-down-the-rusty-fence-and-raising-the-bar-20190314-p5145s.html









