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Rally for Climate Change
Many of our students wrote, emailed
or made time to come and talk to me
about their reasons for attending the
strike for climate change last Friday
and to seek permission to attend. Their
reasons varied from concerns around
mining and the burning of fossil fuels
to climate impacts such as natural
disasters, droughts, bushfires and
heatwaves caused by the burning of
fossil fuels, to their desire to be part of
community action and having a voice
in their world. It was not only the
amazing energy and drive our students
demonstrated that made our school
proud to support our students, but also
their determination, organisation skills
and
sense
of
community
to
come together for
action. So much
of our learning
occurs outside of
the classroom and
school and this
type of learning
gives context to
much of the content within. Learning
outside of the classroom can provide
our students with challenging, exciting
and different experiences to help them
learn. We are so lucky here at EPS to
have so many opportunities to link
learning to life and world experiences
– none more so than our Kitchen and
Garden Program to Investigations,
Enhanced Learning and all of the
experiences we provide. Our students
are given opportunities to experience
learning both outdoors and indoors, in
our playground, in the local
community and through the various
excursions, incursions and camps.
This was yet another way for our
students to connect to learning and our
whole school goals around Student
Voice
- having input into their
learning, influencing change and
having opportunities to be heard

through to Student Agency – taking
responsibility for their own learning,
collaborating and being involved in
respectful interactions.
Go EPS!
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CALENDAR
Tuesday 26 March
PREP 2020 School Tours Start
Tuesday 2 April
Grade 1&2 Home Learning Session
9.15am repeated at 2.40pm
Friday 5 April
End of Term 2.30pm finish
Tuesday 23 April
Term 2 starts

School Visits
Last week we hosted some schools
from around our network and further
afield. The visiting schools toured our
classrooms and spaces, observed our
tea chers a nd students during
Investigations and Literacy sessions as
well as our Specialist classes such as
the Kitchen and Garden, Art and
Library/ICT. It is always lovely to
host visitors and other educational
colleagues; to see our school through
their eyes, confirm and celebrate what
we do and share our wonderful
teaching strategies and approaches. A
huge thanks to the teachers and kids
who opened their classrooms and
happily demonstrated their
enthusiasm and wonderful teaching
and learning. We also had over 70
prep parents attend our first Parent
Workshop held in the staffroom with
our Teaching and Learning Coaches,
Ari and Sara and our Junior School
Assistant Principal, Rosie. It was a
wonderful opportunity to share
knowledge and ways to assist learning
at home and we had some very brave
and clever Prep students who came to
read in front of the crowd to
demonstrate how to help with reading
at home. Great job! We will most
certainly hold more workshops
throughout the year on various topics.

Wednesday 24 April
Grade 4 Anzac Day Assemblies
Thursday 25 April
Anzac Day-Public Holiday, No School
Monday 29 April
Assembly
Tuesday 30 April
House X Country
Friday 3 May
Biggest Morning Tea
Saturday 4 May
Community Market
Prep H, 2A, 2TL, 4J, 6T rostered

Friday 5 April
End of Term 2.30pm finish
Thursday 25 April
Anzac Day Public Holiday - No
School
Saturday 4 May
Community Market
Prep H, 2A, 2TL, 4J, 6T rostered

Mothers Day Lunch
Save The Date
Friday 10 May
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If you have a topic or suggestions for future workshops
of interest, please let us know.

Parent Teacher Meetings
Parent Teacher Meetings are taking place throughout
this week. These meetings are an important part of our
reporting process to parents. During these meetings
our teachers discuss student’s learning strengths and
areas for future improvement. Teachers will also be
asking you to share your knowledge of how your child
learns. Any other relevant information with regards to
your child will be discussed at this time.
Our reporting to parent’s process is as follows:
· Information Nights Term 1
· Parent Teacher meetings Term 1
· Written report Term 2
· Parent Teacher meetings Term 3
· Written report Term 4
· Parent meetings upon request at any time.
Please make sure you have booked your meeting
online through the link provided to you previously via
email. If you are unable to attend, please contact your
child’s teacher and make a formal time to meet.

Planning Week
Next week, all staff will be involved in planning week.
This is such an integral part of our school pedagogy
and school life with the opportunity for our teams to all
work together for the day and reflect on teaching and
learning so far, revisit the Yearly and Term Overviews
and plan for the term to come. It is a unique
opportunity that we have at EPS to discuss – in depth –
all core curriculum areas, plan for all students and
integrate special occasions and Elwood events into our
curriculum. To be able to have this quality of time for
planning and meaningful collaboration is much
appreciated, effective and efficient.

National Ride2School Day
This Friday 22 March is National Ride2School Day.
Active transport is a great way to encourage a healthy
lifestyle amongst students and the wider school
community. Whether they ride or scoot all the way, or
part way, it's a great way for all students to get active,
learn new skills and increase their overall confidence
and wellbeing. National Ride2School Day is a fantastic
opportunity to encourage active travel within our
school community. The day celebrates those who
already actively travel to school and encourages those
who don’t to give it a go. Come join us on the turf and
stage area for some fresh fruit, dancing, stickers and an
active start to the morning from 8:15am!

to Jess Smith, who has begun her maternity leave in
preparation for her first baby with Jarred.

Nicole Richards…..Principal
Story Dogs

Story Dogs is a fun and unique reading support
progra m tha t improves
c h i l d re n ’ s r ea di n g a n d
communication skills by
children reading to a trained
companion dog and its
handler. This program will be commencing in term 2,
in the Grade 1 and 2 ELC. The Story Dog program is
primarily designed for students
who have reading challenges,
however students may be chosen
by the Classroom Teacher to
participate in the program as a
reward or as an alternative reading
activity.
Students will spend approximately
20 minutes with the Story Dog
Team once per week reading books which are
appropriate to their reading level. During the session,
the dog will be on its lead at all times and the handler
will be with the dog and student at all times. When
children read to a dog the outcomes are amazing:

They have FUN

They are not judged

Their focus improves

Their reading skills increase

Their confidence soars
Introducing Mori (Story Dog), John and Rosie the dog
handlers at Elwood Primary!

Rosanna Grosso...Assistant Principal:
P-2 & Literacy

Prep Home Learning Session
On Monday, 70 parents & carers attended the Prep
Home Learning sessions led by Rosie, Ariana and I.
It was great to see so many come along and attend
the sessions. Thank you! We shared how the role of
the parent is different to that of the teacher and that
at home we need to celebrate all attempts, especially
when children are beginning their learning journey.
We had the amazing & brave Selby, Ella, Oscar and
Gabrielle role play with me their reading book and
SMART words in under 10 minutes. Many parents
commented that this was so powerful in knowing

EPS babies
Congratulations to our Prep teacher Ryan and his wife,
Lee, on the arrival of their first baby, William
Mackenzie Bouy who was born on Sunday morning.
Last week we said goodbye and best of luck and health

that they can take the pressure off themselves and
their child. We will be offering more workshop
sessions for the rest of the school on Home Learning
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Support as well as planning Information Nights on the
SMART Spelling approach, Investigations and Maths.
Keep an eye on the newsletter. If you were unable to
attend, your Prep teachers will be forwarding the
presentation notes to you. If you need clarification
please come and see Rosie or I. Thank you for all the
lovely feedback we have been receiving on the session
too. We are so glad it was worthwhile for you all.

Sara Walsh….Teaching & Learning Coach

Auditions
Whole School Production 2019
Auditions are open for all students in Grade 5 and 6 for
a additional role in the whole school production this
year. The available roles are: lead actor, minor acting
part, singing soloist and backing vocalist. Plus, there is
one lead character who sings something in character!
Audition forms are available during music class (spare
copies are available at the office). Students return their
completed audition forms and attend the audition
meeting which is being held at lunchtime 1:45pm,
Wednesday 8 May. If students are away that day and
cannot attend just let me know. At the above meeting
students will learn how to audition and what to do to
prepare. Please be aware only Grade 6 students can
land an acting part, however I encourage everyone to
consider auditioning for the experience.
Grade 5 students who are interested in being backing
singers should also audition please. We cannot have a
show without the amazing backing singers! These
auditions will take place in the Music Room, at
lunchtimes during weeks 4, 5 and 6 of Term 2. Grade 5
students need to complete an online form before their
audition. Students need to check notice boards and
music room for audition times and dates after the
audition meeting. If you have any questions please get
in contact with Paula and Kaz. Students, remember
come along to the meeting to obtain more information.
Good luck and thank you. Looking forward to seeing
you there!

Volunteers for the Whole School
Production
We need help with creating props and costumes. Each
class has a different costume. If you can assist in this
area in any way eg. sewing, patterns, gluing and allpurpose elasticing (think super hero) we would really
appreciate it. Props include trees, vegemite jar and
bicycles. Please contact Paula ~
russel.paula.p@edumail.vic.gov.au. if you would like to
join the production band, help soloists, actors and
backing vocalists and/or even join in the performance
on the night - we wouldn’t have a live band without
you. We rehearse 30+ songs and there is a huge
opportunity to share the parts and it’s a blast to get the
kids jumping. If you would like to lend your skills
during rehearsals we would love help with singing and
dancing. Whether it’s a workshop, technique, or

sharing some experience the students would benefit.
Acting and singing rehearsals happen during the day
most of term 3. Check the school website for
schedule. Band rehearsals happen in the hall once a
week leading up to the show Wednesday 4
September 2019. Sound check Wednesday morning at
the Palais and Dress Rehearsal all day Tuesday 3
September 2019, in the school hall. We really need
singers to support the backing vocals, harmonies and
parts. More horns including Trombone and Trumpet.
Also a percussionist for groovy shaking and cowbell
action. If you’re interested, please get in contact with
Kaz: sieger.kaz.k@edumail.vic.gov.au. Our music
teachers Liam and Mila are joining the band, keep a
look out for them also!

Kaz Sieger….. Music Teacher

You Can Do It!
Using a friendly voice
This week, as part of You Can Do It and Getting
Along – we are concentrating on using a friendly
voice.
Along with body
language, learning how we
should use our voice is very
important. Often it is not the
words we say, but how we say
them – that really let’s people
know how we feel. We can use
the tone and volume of our voice
to convey lots of messages. Just think of how many
different ways you can say the word “no”. Think
about the way you use your voice to show people
that you are friendly. Even when you have to say
something that is difficult or you have to disagree
with someone, you can use your voice in a way that is
fair and friendly, not mean or unfriendly. Perhaps
over the holidays you can practice using your voice
in many different ways and see what message it
sends.
Sorry
Part of being a friendly and respectful Elwood
Primary School kid is realising that from time to time
you might inconvenience others. You may not mean
to, but sometimes it is unavoidable. When these
occasions do arise, we need to know how to handle
them courteously.
Occasionally too, we make
mistakes which inconvenience others. We might
accidently bump into someone or not hold a door
open for them, or interrupt them at the wrong
moment, or turn up late …. all sorts of things. If these
things do happen, quickly apologising by simply
saying “sorry” shows the other
person that you really did not mean
to inconvenience them. And of
course, try not to let it happen
again. That is really saying sorry!
Saying “sorry” shows others that
you are thoughtful and considerate.
All part of being an Elwood Kid.

Attachments: Grades1&2 Home Learning Session, Messy Play Day, TeamKids, Chase Basketball,
Junior Netball, Port Phillip Library.

