
Welcome to 
Grade 5/6



Grade 5 Grade 6

The Grade 5 and 6 Teaching Team

5B - Billy Godfrey

5CS- Chloe Lumsden & Sarah Galbraith 

5S - Sarah Lohmann

5Y- Steph Yarwood

6G - Gretl Tan

6L - Louisa Dretzke

6M - Melinda Rankin

6N - Nick Turner



Specialist Programs
● Art (1 hour per week)
● Music (40 minutes per week)
● Indonesian (40 minutes per week)
● P.E. (40 minutes per week)
● Library/ICT (1 hour fortnightly)
● Grade 5/6 Sport (2 hours a week)



Grade 5&6 Sport
● Each Friday morning in Terms 1,2 & 4
● Athletics in term 3
● Sports opportunities: Swimming Trials, 

Cross Country, Athletics, Division Finals 
(term sports), House Gala Day

● PE Website (information & Dates) - 
www.elwoodpspe.com

●



Maths



3 Strands of Maths

Number and 
Algebra

● Number and place 
value

● Fractions, decimals 
and  percentages

● Patterns and 
algebra

Measurement and 
Geometry

Probability and 
Statistics

● Units of 
measurement

● Shape
● Location and 

transformation
● Geometric 

reasoning

● Chance
● Data representation 

and interpretation



Reasoning Understanding

The Four Proficiencies

Problem Solving Fluency



Productive Disposition

Collaboration and 
communication

Making 
connections

Creativity and 
curiosity

Embracing 
mistakes

Persisting with 
challenge

Seeing maths as 
useful, worthwhile 
and interesting.



A Typical Maths Lesson

● Fluency task

● Launch

● Explore

● Summarise



How To Support Your Child’s Maths Learning At 
Home

Avoid sharing that 
you were ‘bad’ at 
maths

Don’t associate 
maths with speed

Play maths puzzles 
and games

Encourage a 
growth mindset

Focus on the why 
as well as how

Encourage multiple 
ways of 
thinking/multiple 
strategies



Literacy: 
Reading





Book Club
Due on a set day.

Read around 20-30 
pages a week. 

Complete a task, this 
will vary class to class. 

As an example, 5B 
kids will be expected 
to take 8 -12 notes 
using our code 
system to record their 
thoughts and provide 
a summary. 5S will 
have allocated jobs to 
do and response 
questions.



Independent Reading Routines
Choosing books they enjoy

Independent activities working on 
reading skills and strategies.

Students record their thinking

Reading responses



Reading Suggestions



Writing!



THE WRITER’S WORKSHOP

We aim to develop independent writers who are able to select 

structures and language features to suit their purpose. 

We have a whole school approach that creates a simple, 

predictable learning environment that fosters individual interest 

and choice. 



WRITER’S WORKSHOP
● Mini Lesson; Explicit teaching of techniques, 

skills and text conventions 

● Writing Conference for setting individualised 

writing goals (we are teaching the writer, not 

the writing)

● Goals are set and agreed upon using the 

Writing Hierarchy. This helps us stay focussed 

so we don’t try and fix everything!

● Writing Toolkits are available as support for 

structuring different genres



WRITER’S NOTEBOOK
● Individual and personalised

● Planting ‘seeds’

● Exploring ideas / deep thinking
○ I think -I feel- I wonder

○ Mind maps

○ PMI charts

○ Y chart (look/sound/feel)

○ Collection of artifacts (seed box)

○ Drawings and sketches



DRAFTING IN 
DIFFERENT GENRES

While not all ideas will be seen through to a ‘final’ copy, students are supported to progress their writing through 

the various processes, and across a range of text types, while setting, monitoring and achieving writing goals. 



Spelling



1.
INTRODUCE THE PATTERN

2.
PRACTICE ACTIVITIES

3-4 practice sessions each fortnight

3.
SPELLING TEST

Repeats fortnightly!



Handwriting
* School wide focus to 

reinforce and continue to 
develop fundamental writing 
skills and habits

* Students begin to develop 
their own style in Gr 5 & 6



How To Support Your Child’s Writing Learning At 
Home

Help your child notice, observe 
and think about possible ideas 
to create a writing seed.
● Memories
● Observations
● opinions, 
● wonderings, 
● wishes, 
● Descriptions of people and 

places in their lives
● Family stories, hobbies and 

other passions

When sharing pieces, focus 
on what your child can do 
as a writer. Ask them what 
their writing goal was for 
that piece and notice 
progress towards goals.

Check in to see if they need 
support with managing 
fortnightly spelling 
homework



Inquiry



INQUIRY
* Humanities and Science Curriculum covered over a 2 year cycle.

* Explicit teaching of content leads to Education Research Projects (ERP). 
* Develops research, questioning and presentation skills

* Builds time management and organisational skills
* Broadens knowledge base and invites new interests to pursue 

independently.
* Combines elements of Literacy and Numeracy

* Where possible, incursions and excursions support in-class learning.



YEARLY OVERVIEW



EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH PROJECTS
* How can you support your child at home?
● Ask your child about their ERP
● Discuss ideas together
● Encourage their independence and creative ideas
● Assist them to paraphrase information, not plagiarise
● Help gather and purchase the materials required 
● Be the audience!



ERP SLIDES



POSTERS



ORAL PRESENTATION 
& CREATIVE



BOOKLETS



RUBRICS



Leadership RolesResilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships 

Yearly Level 4 Overview 
●  Grade 5 

- Emotional Literacy 
- Personal Strengths
- Positive Coping
- Problem Solving

●  Grade 6
- Stress Management
- Help Seeking 
- Gender and Identity 
- Positive Gender 

Relations 

Weekly Whole school approach 



Level 4 
Homework



Homework
Homework is intended to:
* Support children in taking responsibility and being organised by 

planning their time and recording their activities independently.
* Reinforce and practise skills learned at school.
* Promote curiosity and inquiry.

How much each day/week?
* Students should be spending no more than 30 to 45 minutes a day, 5 

days a week.



Homework
Reading 

Teachers will set book 
club reading targets each 

week.

How you can support 
your child:
• Ensure they read every day
• Check that they are aware 

of their book club target for 
the week.

• Listen to your child read 
aloud at least once a week.

• Read to your child regularly.
• Discuss your child’s reading 

with them.

Maths
Teachers will set Matific tasks 
each week. Occasionally they 
will set a different maths task 

such as a puzzle, game or 
reflection.

How you can support 
your child:
• Ensure they complete 

their set tasks.
• Ask questions about their 

classroom maths 
learning.

• Encourage them to prove 
their thinking or explain 
why something makes 
sense.

Spelling
Every fortnight all 

students will have 8 
spelling words to 
practise at home.

How you can 
support your child:
• Ensure they have 

their spelling lists at 
home and have 
filled out their 
spelling practise 
sheet.

ERPs
In the second half of the 
term students will be 
required to work on their 
ERP at home.

How you can support 
your child:
• Help them to break 

tasks down into 
smaller tasks and 
create a plan to get 
each task done.

• Listen to them present



How you can help your child be organised
● Have a weekly time to sit 

down together and discuss 
what needs to be done and 
what they have on.

● Make a homework schedule 
together.

● Encourage them to talk to 
their teacher as soon as they 
are unsure.

● Have a designated 
homework space free of 
distractions.



Camp
Camp this year is at Arrabri Lodge in the Yarra Valley
● Grade 6: Mon 11th to Wed 13th Sept
● Grade 5: Wed 13th to Fri 15th Sept



Leadership
Grade 5/6



Respectful Relationships
Delivered as part of the classroom program throughout the year.

LifeChanger
Dates vary. Approximately 1-2 workshops each term.



BUDDIES!
Practising leadership through…

● 1-1 student pairing
● Fortnightly sessions
● Building a sense of community
● Developing peer-mentoring skills



Leadership RolesAdditional Leadership Roles

SCHOOL AMBASSADORSMUSIC CAPTAINS ART CAPTAINS

STUDENT VOICE LEADERS SUSTAINABILITY CAPTAINS

HOUSE CAPTAINS TECHNOLOGY CAPTAINS

BUDDY LEADERS



Grade 6 Leadership 

School-wide 

competitions

Lunchtime clubs

School-wide projects



Grade 6 Leadership 

House Sport

Student-led 
initiatives

Fundraising!



Grade 6 End-Of-Year

CELEBRATIONS!

Graduation Dinner + Ceremony
Thursday, December 14

Grade 6 Disco
Monday, December 18

Big Day Out
Tuesday, December 19 



Thank you 
for attending


