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CALENDAR
Friday 7 October
Summer Sport - Grade 5 & 6
Monday 10 October
Bike Ed - Grade 4
Tuesday 11 October
Bike Ed - Grade 4
CyberSafety - Prep A , C & G
Wednesday 12 October
Bike Ed - Grade 4
Thursday 13 October
Regional Athletics - selected students
5.00pm Art Show
Friday 14 October
Summer Sport - Grade 5 & 6
Chemistry Incursion - Grade 3
Ready Set Go for 2017 Preps
Monday 17 October
St Kilda Eco-centre - Grade 4
Ceres - Prep
3.00pm Assembly - Orchestra
Tuesday 18 October
Summer Sport Round Robin
Finals - Grade 5 & 6
Wednesday 19 October
Ceres - Prep
Thursday 20 October
St Kilda Eco-centre - Grade 4
7.15pm School Council
Friday 21 October
Summer Sport - Grade 5 & 6
Chemistry Incursion - Grade 3
Saturday 22 October
Local Council Election
Tuesday 25 October
7.00pm Parent & Friends Meeting
Dear Parents

Wednesday 26 October
Tabloid Sports - Prep to Gr 2

PAGE 2
ART Show - REFLECT –Stories across the Hub
Time : 5.00— 8.00pm
When: Thursday 13 October

Elwood Primary School with hands on tasks for
parents to be involved in; and ideas for how you can
further support your children at home.

The art show has arrived!! Next Thursday the JLC will
be converted into a wonderful art gallery with all
students having their work in the exhibition. Our
students and visual arts staff have been working very
hard to showcase their talents in what will be a
celebration of the Visual Arts in EPS and across The
Hub.

Monday 17th October : 2.30 – 3.30
Workshop aimed at grades 3-6

The art show commences at 5:00pm. There will be food
available so that you can make a night of the show.
Poets Grove children’s art will be displayed in our hall
and Elwood College will also have their students’
brilliant art work on show at the college.
Family Picnic – Wednesday 30 November
Keep this date free for our annual Family Picnic. You
will be entertained by our orchestra, all our school
choirs, The Padres and Yard Duty Birds. This night is
one of the highlights of our year and a great way to
celebrate another fantastic EPS year.
The night will run from 5:00pm – 7:30pm and is BYO
everything.
100 Year Birthday Celebrations
All students are currently voting on which design they
would like for our 100th birthday badge/logo for next
year. All voting will take place in art classes when
students have their art sessions over the next week. All
students can look forward to receiving the
commemorative badge at the start of next year.
Grade 6 Production
A special treat was had by all on Monday when our
Grade 6 students performed one of their songs from
their upcoming production, ‘Alohargh’. We have so
much talent in our school with both staff and students
always amazing me. Tickets are on sale for the
production at the moment. (details below)
Classes 2017
As per previous newsletters, if you know you are not
going to be at Elwood PS in 2017, could you please fill
out the form attached to the newsletter or contact the
office. Working out class sizes and the number of
rooms required for a school year is a complicated
process and having accurate student numbers is a
major consideration that I need to be across. Thank you
to those families who have already contacted the office.

Rob Csoti
Maths Parent Workshops
This term we will be running parent workshops with a
focus on Maths.
The workshops will include how Maths is taught at

Tuesday 18th October : 9.15 – 10.15 or 2.30-3.30
Workshop aimed at Prep-2 (same workshop running
twice)
If you are a senior school parent who is interested in
attending but can only attend after work hours, please
notify
Ariana
via
email
at
peters.ariana.j@edumail.vic.gov.au

Ariana, Sara and Jay

Grade 6 Production : Alohargh
Tickets for the Grade 6 production are now available
for purchase. Grade 6 parents have had a presale
period to book their tickets so now the rest of the
school is invited to attend.
To purchase tickets:
Go to https://www.trybooking.com/
Click ‘Buy Tickets’
Search Elwood Primary
Click on the event titled ‘Elwood Primary School’s
Musical Production – ‘Alohargh’
Follow the prompts to then purchase your tickets.
Adult tickets : $25.00, Child (under 18) tickets : $16.00
The show will be performed over two nights:
Wednesday 26th October and Thursday 27th October at
7.00pm.
Synopsis of the show:
When a band of no-good pirates land ashore on a
Hawaiian beach they interrupt the locals mid luau.
Finding that the Hawaiians have nothing that
resembles their idea of treasure they decide to take the
Tiki statue that the islanders are worshiping. Once back
on their ship it becomes clear that they have been
cursed. Whitebeard (a young crew member eager to
prove himself as one of the pirates) and a motley crew
of other shipmates set out to find a way to right their
wrongs and lift the curse. The production is written by
Tim Ghys and Louisa Dretzke and includes all original
songs.

You Can Do It
Confidence means….feeling I can do it. Confidence
also means not being afraid to make mistakes or to try
something new. Confidence also means standing up
tall and speaking with a clear voice (not too loud, not
too soft).
Work confidence means choosing to participate in new,
difficult activities or classes, doing hard work without

asking for help, offering to take responsibility and
trying problems and answering questions when not
too sure of the answer.
Social confidence means meeting someone new,
sharing ideas with classmates, speaking in a clear
voice so that you are heard and starting up
conversations.

wait for our turn to see the teacher
or to use some equipment. In
games, we need to take our turn to
bat or bowl and all sorts of play.
When turn taking, it is important
to wait patiently, allow others to
finish and give others a chance to
have their go too.
Manners Matter at Elwood Primary School!

You Can Do It !

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal
Manners Matters
Good Winners and Good Losers
Winning is great fun but we should remember that we
need to win in a way that keeps our friends and
promotes others’ respect for us. Celebrate our
successes but do it in a way that does not offend or
hurt others.
DO


Keep celebrations low key



Comment on good players



Always try hard, even when winning



Thank others for the game



Give others a go

Our Global Calendar
Our Global Calendar is a way to celebrate significant
cultural and environmental events and is a terrific
springboard for conversations at home! What’s on in
the coming weeks?
7th October: World Cerebral Palsy Day
World CP Day is a global
innovation project to change
the world for people living
with cerebral palsy and their
families. It is designed to
gather ideas from people
around the world and make
the best of those ideas a reality. The project is led by a
group of non-profit cerebral palsy charities, and
supported by organisations in over 30 countries. We
welcome new countries and partner organisations.
8th October: Tara Day (Buddhist)

DON’T


Boast about your ability or victory



Comment on how far behind others are



Point out where others are going wrong



Act happy about others’ mistakes



Cheat or manipulate others.

The eighth of every month is Tara Day. Tara is a female
Buddha, whose name means Rescuer; she is the
embodiment of swift compassion. Buddhists believe
she protects them from all obstacles and fulfill all
wishes.
9th-15th October: Mental Health Week

Being a good winner and a good loser - shows
everyone that we are thoughtful, considerate and
friendly children.

Mental Health Week is an annual national awareness
event held in October every year. The aim is to raise
awareness of the importance of mental health and
wellbeing in the wider community, to increase
community awareness and
education about mental health
issues and to encourage
participation in life enhancing
lifestyles. Watch out for all the
Mindfulness activities coming up
at EPS!

All part of being an Elwood Kid.

10th October: World Homeless Day

At all times, we play fairly. Give others a go and stick
to the spirit of the rules.
In the end, the game should be fun for all; win, lose
or draw.

This fortnight for Manners Matter, we will be
focusing on:
Taking turns

The purpose of World Homeless Day is to draw
attention to homeless people's needs locally and
provide opportunities for the community to get
involved in responding to homelessness.
11th October: International Day of the Girl Child

Almost every day at school we need to take our turn.
Sometimes it is in the classroom and other times,
outside in the yard. In the classroom we may need to

The Day of the Girl is about highlighting, celebrating,
discussing, and advancing girls lives and opportunities
across the globe. When girls come together to talk
about what really matters to us, we can teach other

people-grownups, boys, girls all across the world-a new
way of thinking about issues like gender stereotypes,
discrimination, and opportunity. October 11 is not just a
day but a movement. 11.10 is bigger than one issue, one
organization, or even one country.
Quiz: Do you know the girl in this photo?

11th -12th October: Yom Kippur - Jewish
Yom Kippur is the Jewish day of atonement.
16th -22nd October: National Carer's Week
Carers Week recognises and celebrates the 2.6 million
Australians who are carers in our communities. Carers
Week events across Victoria provide opportunities for
carers to get together and support one another, exchange
ideas and information, and spread awareness about
caring.

Tuesday

Yoga in JLC space for Grade 1 and Grade 2
Wednesday

Dress Down casual clothes day (gold coin
donation)

Yoga in JLC space for Grade 3 and Grade 4

Mindfulness activities for Prep with the Grade 6
Buddies.
Thursday

Optional lunch time yoga session for Grade 5 and
Grade 6

After school parent-child yoga session (parents
sign up through their class teacher with a $10
payment on the evening)
Friday

Installation of ‘gratitude trees’ by Grade 6
Ambassadors around various parts of the school
The proceeds gained from the ‘Dress Down’ day and
parent-child yoga session will go toward Smiling Mind,
a not-for-profit organization. Your support will help to
continue the development and delivery of free
mindfulness apps and mental health and wellbeing
tools as well as developing mindfulness programs in
schools. Thanking you in anticipation for your support.

Jessica Farrelly

Smiling Mind Community Ambassador

Happy World Teacher’s Day
Enjoy your upcoming weeks, whatever it holds or
whatever you are celebrating. We hope to see everyone
dressed up for Book Week!

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal
Mindfulness Week - Week 3 (World
Mental Health Week - 10th - 15th
October)
Mindfulness education is becoming increasingly popular
in schools and there has been a lot of research around the
benefits of teaching mindfulness practices to students.
Evidence suggests that mindfulness practise in schools
promotes empathy and resilience amongst students,
improves focus and attention and helps students
regulate stress and calm themselves down when upset. I
know my own mindfulness practise has made me more
attentive as a teacher and more compassionate when
working with my students. Ultimately, we want all
Elwood Primary students to be happy and become more
‘present’ in their everyday lives and part of this can be
taught through mindfulness meditation.
Monday

Use of the Smiling Mind app in classroom as well
as various Mindfulness activities throughout the
week.

World Teachers' Day, held annually on 5 October, is a
UNESCO initiative, a day devoted to appreciating,
assessing, and improving the educators of the world.
The real point is to
provide a time to look at
and
address
issues
pertaining to teachers.
Strangely one of the most
central,
vital
professionals to society
does not receive the
respect it deserves in some parts of the world.

Is your family ready to take the
Victorian Maths Challenge?
Students in Years 5 to 8 are
encouraged to join their families
in the Victorian Maths Challenge,
a series of engaging problems
to explore and apply maths in
the real world. Gavin Edwards
and his children have already
started the challenge, looking
for ways they can learn and spend
time together. For more information go to http://
vmc.global2.vic.edu.au/

Let’s go on an Elster Creek Family
Safari!
Did you know there are over 360 species living in the
Elster Creek catchment right here in Elwood
The Port Phillip EcoCentre’s Gio Fitzpatrick and Sharron
Hunter will host an hour-long safari walk for families to
discover the enormous biodiversity of along Elster Creek,
so please join us for this discovery offered on two days,
Thursday October 6th and Friday October 7th from 3.30 –
4.30pm. We will meet families at the Wave St Bridge on
Elster Creek to begin our safari. The walks are a repeat
of each other so just book for one. To Book – contact
Sharron Hunter at sharron@ecocentre.com
When you book please include the following: Name of
family members participating and a contact number.
Bring a snack when you come to pick your kid/s up from
school and come and join us for this very special urban
safari! Since we will be outdoor, please come prepared
for the weather on the day.
A little about our hosts. Our Youth Wildlife Ambassador,
Gio has rubbed shoulders with likes of David
Attenborough but remains the down-to-earth wildlife
warrior we all admire. Gio identified the need for
alternative homes for displaced wildlife, who have lost
their tree-hollow nests and set about custom-designing,
building and installing nest boxes. Gio is involved with
Friends of Elster Creek and applies his passion and
expertise to this great local ecosystem. His tireless efforts
in sustainability and leadership were also recognised
when he became the recipient of United Nations
Association of Australia Individual Achievement award.
Sharron Hunter works with the EcoCentre as an
educator. She has lived in Elwood/St Kilda for over 30
years and has worked in environment education for the
past 5 years. St Columba’s and Elwood Primary have
been two schools at which Sharron has facilitated
education session for the Tomorrows’ Leaders for
Sustainability. Her passion for placed based education
has been fuelled by the richness of the local urban
biodiversity.

Walk to School this October!
Elwood Primary is excited to be taking part in
VicHealth’s Walk to School from 3-28 October.
Walk to School encourages primary school students to
walk, ride, scoot or skate to and from school every day in
October to highlight the ways active travel improves
children’s health and wellbeing. Walking to school is a
great way to help kids achieve the recommended 60
minutes of physical activity each day.
We’ll be encouraging families and students to walk, ride,
scoot or skate to and from school as often as possible
during October to help students learn healthy habits for
life. Teachers will use classroom calendars to record each
time students walk, ride or scoot to and from school. The

City of Port Phillip Council have donated some prizes
that we will award to students with high participation.
You can visit the Walk to School website for more
information: www.walktoschool.vic.gov.au
Not sure how to get started?
There are lots of ways families can get involved. You
might like to:
· walk with your child to and from school and enjoy the
chance to chat
· connect with other families and friends on your way to
school, and share the journey
· part way is ok – if you live a long distance from school
or have limited time, drive part of the way to school and
walk the rest,
· mix it up – if your child enjoys riding their bike or
scooter, that’s great too!

Summer Soiree
The Summer Soiree will be held on Thursday 8
December at 4:45pm.
Students who are learning an instrument are invited to
play a song at the upcoming Summer Soiree which will
be held in the JLC. We hope the concert will give
students a chance to hear each other and gain a little
performing experience in-font of an enthusiastic
audience. If you would like to be in that audience please
come along and enjoy a wonderful night of music
making all brought to you by our students!
If you’re interested in performing or have any questions
please email sieger.kaz.k@edumail.vic.gov.au, thank
you. Dean, Lauren and Jessie’s students please reply and
only students who have a private teacher outside school
need reply. You will receive information about the night
and a form to complete to help us make the program.
Looking forward to seeing you there.

Kaz Sieger
Kidskick
Learn the various skills of Soccer.
Programs run over 8 Saturdays in Term 4, and
commences on Saturday 15 October at 10.00am. Venue:
St. Kilda Primary Oval, Brighton Road, St. Kilda.
For registrations and enquiries, phone Dino on 0413 172
136 or email: macmarn@bigpond.net.au
Attachments :
Maths Challenge
Intention for next year
Specialist Overview
Camp Australia
Human
State School Spectacular
Walk to School Day
Extra Curricular Activities at EPS

Specialist Overview : Term 4
LOTE Program - Kirsteen Reid
GRADE TWO- This term grade two students will be learning the language functions and vocabulary
associated with the topics of Numbers 1-20 and holding a basic conversation.
Students will learn to decode simple math problems involving the use and recall of the numbers 1-20.
Students will revise visible patterns in these numbers and participate in number recall games. Students will
be given the opportunity to use the Language Nut website to help revise these numbers.
Students will also explore the many Folk Stories of Indonesia and discover why they are such an important
part of Indonesian culture and life.
GRADES THREE AND FOUR- This term students will be completing the research and writing of their
individual information reports on an endangered animal of Indonesia. Students will present these to their
classmates and then display them in our Endangered Animals OF Indonesia display.
Students will also learn how to tell the time and they will become familiar with terms such as o’clock, ½ past
¼ to and ¼ past the hour.
GRADE FIVE AND SIX- This term students in grade five and six will be continue to develop some basic
conversation skills, learning to ask and answer questions about themselves, such as name, age and where
they live.
Students will be researching about one of the many islands of Indonesia and writing an
informative tourist brochure which includes information about the culture, geographic features, food,
accommodation, tourist hotspots and some useful tourist phrases for travellers.

ICT/Library - Ange Dawson
Information Learning Hub sessions begin by immersing ourselves in books. Students will search for and
borrow books that interest them and that also support their classroom learning, and students will also
continue to use the library search engine to find these books.
This term in ICT, Prep students will be continuing their investigation into the different functions of
Microsoft Word. They will be using simple formatting techniques such the use of bold, different alignment
of text (centre, right and left align, justified), changing colour, changing font style and changing font size, to
enhance their work.
Grade One students will be further developing their understanding of cybersafety, after their incursions last
term. They will develop avatars and safe usernames as a way of safely identifying themselves online. They
will also continue to develop their understanding of how to deal with cyberbullying and how to be a good
digital citizen.
In Grade Two, students will be using the formatting and editing features in Microsoft Word to enhance their
work and make improvements to images. They will search for these images safely online that and will use
the advanced search tools in Google image searches to redefine their search to find exactly what they want.
Grade Three students will continue their use of Google Apps for Education (GAFE). They will be working
collaboratively to create a Google Slide, and will develop their understanding of the toolbars and
functionality.
Grade Four students are also continuing their use of the Google Apps for Education (GAFE). They will be
continuing their questionnaires in Google Forms and will learn about how responses are collated
automatically in a Sheet.
After searching for data online on a topic of interest, Grade Five students will be working on presenting this
data as infographics. They will plan the design of their infographic and will be working to make it as
visually appealing and easily understandable as possible, through their choices of fonts, colours, graphics
and information.
Grade Six students will be continuing their work on a simple game based digital solution. They have
decided whether they will be using a block-based visual programming language (which allows them to
focus on important concepts and problem-solving and less on finding syntax errors), or by using a special set
of commands that are written in JavaScript (www.bitsbox.com). Bitsbox's commands are short, easy to type,
and easy to understand for beginners. Some students are also extending themselves by creating games using
Python.

Health & Physical Education - Amy Parsons & Tara Devers
Preps will be developing our net game skills and basic Tennis skills including handling the racquet, feeding to a
target, and underarm hitting from a feed. We will then move onto Gymnastics, with a focus on balancing, moving,
rolling, jumping and landing on the floor and using small equipment.
Grade 1 & 2’s will be developing our net games skills and basic Tennis skills. We will be developing our skills
using the racquet, feeding to a target and learning a ready position, forehand and backhand shot. Gymnastics will
be our next activity, with a focus on balancing, moving and linking movements on our own and with a partner. We
will also develop our rolling, jumping and landing safely, on the floor using small equipment.
Grade 3 & 4’s will be developing our net skills and more complex Tennis skills. We will focus on our ability to
perform forehand and backhand shots. We will develop our consistency when hitting from a partners’ feed
working towards a rally. Then short games using the skills we have learnt. Gymnastics will be our next activity,
with a focus on balancing, moving and linking movements on our own and with a partner. We will also develop
our rolling, jumping and safe landing and dismounts. They practice techniques and develop control during jumps
and rolls and landing over different apparatus.
Grade 5 & 6’s will be developing their leadership skills and what roles they can take on in leadership in small
groups. They will plan, develop and coach a game to the rest of the class with a selection of different equipment.
They need to provide a written plan, clear rules and demonstration of their game. Gymnastics will be our next
activity, with a focus on balancing, moving and linking movements on our own/with a partner. This will
incorporate mirroring, timing levels and transitions. We will also develop our rolling, jumping and landing and
dismounts. We will practice techniques and develop control during jumps and rolls and landing over different
apparatus. We will also develop our ability to observe others and give feedback on our performances.

Music - Kaz Sieger
Prep
In Music, students will be applying their skills to explore sounds with their voice and instruments. We will
continue to dance to some music from around the world. Students will work on making wonderful music with the
other musicians in the room. We’ll continue to explore and understand musical concepts through focused listening,
writing music and playing games. Students will also be getting ready for a performance at the Family Picnic.
Grade 1 and 2
Students in Grade 1 and 2 will be applying their knowledge and musical skills in activities and games. We work in
groups, performing parts for accompaniment. We choose instruments and make musical choices of how we play
and what to play in a song. Students explore how parts may be complimentary to the melody and other
accompaniment. Students improvise and work on creating music with greater dynamics and expression!
Grade 3 and 4
Musicians in Grade Three and Four are continuing to improve through using a method book, singing, playing
games, and performing for one another. We provide feedback about what we observed and explore what a good
musician likes to do. Students are composing their own songs as a strategy for playing more musically and to enjoy
expressing ideas and feelings through music.
Grade 5 and 6
Students in Grade 5 and 6 will work even more closely on making a composition of their own to share for the class.
We have created songs with multiple, interlocking parts using percussion instruments. Students have explored
using loops and recording their voice using Garageband. Students consider the feedback regarding what their piece
contains and the effectiveness on the audience given the pieces intention. Students enjoy working with their peers
and are challenged to learn parts on instruments while singing at the same time!

Performing Arts - Paula Russell
Grade Two : As part of our Performing Arts program the Grade Two students will use the elements of Dance and
Drama in structured and improvised activities. In Dance, students will compose and present their own small group
and partner dance. Students will learn folk dances to practise dance sequencing. In Drama, students will rehearse
and present a small group fairy tale play. Students will develop improvisation skills through games.
Grade Three and Four : As part of our Performing Arts program, Grade Three and Four students will develop
composition and performance experience. In Dance, students will work in small groups to devise a section of a
known dance. Students will use choreographic devices such as tempo, energy and relationships. In Drama,
students will develop their improvisation skills through Theatresport games. Students will rehearse and present a
whole class play or a small group play to peers.
Grade Five : As part of our Performing Arts program, Grade Five students will explore creativity, peer relationships
and gain an appreciation of the Performing Arts. In Dance, students will use choreographic devices to choreograph
a group dance. Students will make choices regarding music, movements and connections. In Drama, students will
devise, rehearse and perform an individual or group act. Students will develop their improvisation skills through
Theatresport games.

Visual Arts - Leanne Murray, Andrea Robinson& Jo Nathan
Hi from the Art Rooms!
The Art Show is only days away now! Make a note in your diaries for Thursday 13 th October. The students have all
been working very hard and are very excited to showcase some of their creative endeavours. More details of the
night are to come but it is guaranteed to be a night of celebration, fun and creativity. Look forward to seeing you all
there!
Term 4 will see the Preps explore collage and multimedia, with some classes exploring air dry clay ad the creation
on pinch pot creatures.
Grade 1 will enter the world of Collagraph printing, creating simple Collagraph prints with a focus on pattern, line
and shape (This is always a lot of fun).
Grade 2 challenge themselves and explore storytelling through art and images, communicating their ideas and
concepts through their artworks.
Grade 3 will delve into collage and paper mosaic works, creating layers and interest with their medium.
Grade 4 will explore printmaking creating a series of prints from the same plate using varied colours and
backgrounds.
Grade 5 and 6 will finalise their folios for the year, with a goal of completing at least 2 quality pieces this term that
connect with either an element of art or with a new skill or media. All in all a bumper term to finish the year!

