
Market thank you and 
here’s to 2019! 
Our biggest market yet was held last 
Saturday…gifts, food, Christmas Trees, 
music….but most importantly, you!  I 
am not sure that I will really ever be 
able to express the gratitude, thanks 
and depth of appreciation that our 
whole school – kids, teachers, families 
and community – holds for our Market 
Volunteers and organisers.  I have so 
many conversations with schools far 
and wide – including overseas – about 
the amazing contribution that our 
Market Committee makes to our 
school. It is not just about their time, 
volunteering and hard work – but 
about the feeling and tone this sets for 
us as a community.  For our staff and 
kids to see that we are truly a 
community in partnership, caring for 
our school and all those within in it, is 
what makes Elwood such a very 
special and wonderful place to teach, 
learn and be.  Let’s keep saying thank 
you and keep the positive vibe going 
for 2019!THANK YOU. 
 

Family Picnic 
I can’t wait to see you all at our 
Famous – yes, 
famous – Family 
P i c n i c  t h i s 
Thursday Night. 
We have bands, 
we have choirs, 
w e  h a v e 
orchestras, we 
have parent and 
teacher bands – you bring the picnic 
rug and food and we shall see you on 
the turf and stage area. 
Just a reminder this is a school event 
with children in attendance – so please 
m a k e  s u r e  a l l  c h i l d r e n  a r e 
accompanied by an adult to ensure the 
teachers can also enjoy a little time off 
to celebrate the end of year with you. 
There should not be any children at 
this event on their own.  Our students 
need  to remember  they  a re 

representing EPS at this event and 
think about how and where they play – 
just as they do so beautifully during 
school! 
 

Farewell and hello to new 
Staff 
As is always the case at the end of each 
year, we say farewell to some staff 
heading to new schools and hopefully 
taking a little bit of Elwood with them.  
Ashleigh, Ryan M and Leanne have all 
secured jobs at schools nearer to their 
new homes and we wish them the best 
of luck.  We shall miss them terribly 
and will have the opportunity to say 
thank you more on our last day 
assembly.  Corey, Sam B and Jess F are 
also heading off – but just for a year – 
and we will happily see them return in 
2020.  With the movements afoot – we 
say welcome and hello to some new 
staff to EPS. 
Ariane, from Port Melbourne PS is 
joining us, along with Christina D from 
Coatsville PS. We also have Nick T and 
Christina E embarking on their 
graduate year with us after very 
successful placements with us as pre-
service teachers. We are so excited 
about the fresh eyes and enthusiasm 
that all new staff bring to us and the 
new relationships that we will form. 
Welcome! 
 

Transition Day 
Tuesday 11 December is an exciting 
day for everyone here at EPS. This is 
the day we eagerly meet our new 
teachers, see our new classrooms and 
meet all of our new learning buddies.  
Along with great excitement is always 
a little trepidation of change, a little 
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Thursday 6 December  
Family Picnic 

 

Friday 7 December 
Grade 3-6 House Swimming 
Ukulele Concert 4.30pm JLC 

 

Monday 10 December 
End of Year Music Concert, Music 

Room 4.15pm 
 

Tuesday 11 December 
Transition Day 11.30-12.30 

End of Year Music Concert , Music 
Room 4.00pm 

 

Wednesday 12 December 
End of Year Music Concert, Music 

Room 5.30pm 
 

Thursday 13 December 
Summer Soiree, JLC 4.45pm-6.15pm 

 

Friday 14 December 
End of Year Music Concert, Music 

Room 4.00pm 
 

Wednesday 19 December 
Grade 6 Graduation Dinner, St Kilda 

Town Hall 5.45pm-8.30pm 
 

Thursday 20 December 
Grade 6  Big Day Out, Geelong  

Adventure Park 
 

Friday 21 December 
End of Term 4  

Whole School Assembly 1pm 
Dismissal 1.30pm 
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nervousness around what is to come – but all of our 
teachers and students have been talking about positive 
mindsets and remembering the times we went to new 
grades last year, how we all felt and that this is the 
opportunity to meet and learn with new people.  You 
are a huge part of this positive mindset at home also. 
Always acknowledging a little nervousness and a little 
worry, but also talking about new friends and new 
opportunities made.  Please be mindful that our 
teachers have spent the best part of over three weeks 
making the best teaching and learning combinations 
possible – a spread of genders, academic, social and 
emotional skills and needs along with learning partner 
groupings.  As such, there will be no changes made to 
the grades after Transition Day – please do not ask or 
put us in an awkward position of saying no – trust us 
and know that we have your child’s best interest at 
heart and we too are excited by 2019. 

Nicole Richards….Principal 
 

Garden News 
It's been a busy time in the garden, with raised garden 
beds and new compost bins being built.  We will 
continue to use our old compost bins until the new 
year.  We are also creating a citrus grove on the north 
west side of the new Djambala building, with hopes of 
harvesting bumper crops of citrus fruits in future years.  
All of these projects would not have been possible 
without the help of parent and community volunteers, 
who have generously donated their time and skills.  
Thank you to each and every one of you. 
I'd also like to thank everyone who keeps an eye out for 
our school garden; for helping to keep it a safe and 
magical space for our grade 3's and 4's; and for the kind 
offers of gardening equipment and advice.  We are 
currently looking for helpers to water the garden 
through the Summer break. For more information, 
please contact me on:  
beckwith.kathryn.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Kathy…..Garden Teacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEALTH ALERT 
Chicken Pox 
There has been confirmed cases of Chicken Pox in 
various Grades.  You may be at high risk if you do 
not have immunity, including newborns, pregnant 
women and those immunosuppressed 
individuals with haematological 
malignancies, on chemotherapy, high 
dose steroids or HIV infection.  If you 
have any concerns contact your local 
doctor or visithttp://www.rch.org.au/kidsinfo/ for 
more information.  Due to Immunisation, many cases 
of the disease present with few symptoms, however 
the disease is still highly contagious and should be 
reported to the school.  Chicken Pox is a notifiable 
disease and is reported to the Department of Health 
for better health management in future.  A visit to 
your doctor is recommended.   

 

Elwood Community Market -  What 
a Year 
Thanks to everyone who came and supported the 
Elwood Community Market last Saturday.  The sun 
shone brightly at the market that included music 
across two stages, 140 stalls, 460 kids lucky jars, over 
500 burgers, 150 Christmas trees, Santa and a jam-
packed market full of Christmas cheer. Thanks to 
everyone who came out and participated.  Thanks 
also to the myriad parent and teacher volunteers who 
help make the market a thriving community event 
and raises money for our school.  To everyone who 
has contributed: from a two-hour shift on the BBQ to 
those who show up to volunteer every market, to the 
dedicated Market Committee, thank you!  
The market can only run with your help.  Special 
thanks to all of the local businesses who generously 
support our market each month: Lamaro's Hotel, 
Dimattina Coffee, Leaf, Foodworks, Trialto Meats, 
and Bakers Delight.  Money raised from the Elwood 
Community Market funds projects at Elwood 
Primary School. The December market saw a terrific 
profit of just over $14,000 with the market raising 
over $70,000 this past year. What a community effort! 
Thank you.  The first market for 2019 will be our first 
week back: Saturday, Feb 2nd. Come along and join 
in the fun.  If you'd like to get in early to secure a 
volunteering spot, here's the link to volunteer (all 
year levels rostered on): 
ht tp://www.elwoodmarket.com/volunteer/
volunteer_february_2019 
We are also looking for regular volunteers to offer up 
two hours each market (eight times each year).  If 
your New Years Resolution is to give back to the 
community or get the 'volunteering buzz' please 
contact the office so we can get in touch and help you 
keep your resolution.  Enjoy the Christmas break and 
see you on Saturday 2 February.  With heartfelt 
thanks~ 

Dani & The Elwood Community Market Committee 
 
Attachments ~ TeamKids, Elwood Community 
Market  2019, Sport Phillip, Elwood Soccer Club. 

 

mailto:beckwith.kathryn.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.rch.org.au/kidsinfo/
http://www.elwoodmarket.com/volunteer/volunteer_february_2019
http://www.elwoodmarket.com/volunteer/volunteer_february_2019
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Elwood Soccer Club in partnership with PSA are pleased to offer two free coaching clinics to all Elwood 

primary Students this coming Wednesday 12
 
December 

15:45 pm – 16:45 pm      ages 5-8 

16:45 pm – 17:45 pm      ages 9 -12 

These will be held on the astro turf pitches at the school 


