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Website :  www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au                                          Scott Street, Elwood Vic 3184                   
Phone :  9531 2762                                                                                        

Community Market (bookings) : www.trybooking.com/236549                               Fax :  9531 5497 

Dear Parents 
 
New building 
It was very exciting news that we 
received last Friday from the Victorian 
School Building Authority.  
 
They will be delivering a new architect
-designed modular building to replace 
the current LTC – which houses some 
of our Grade 2s and Preps - with 
beautiful new classrooms. 
 
The modular facilities require less time 
for planning and construction, 
resulting in reduced disruption to our 
students, staff and teaching programs. 
We will know more after a site 
meeting later this week, but we hope 
that the LTC will be demolished in the 
April 2018 school holidays and the 
new building open and ready for the 
students and teachers in October. 
 
During the period of the demolition 
and construction, our grades will move 
into temporary portables which will be 
housed on the school grounds with 
thought going into ensuring the least 
disruption to the school, market and 
other classes such as the SAKG 
Program as possible. 
 
Elwood Primary School is one of 26 
schools to be part of the first 100 
buildings to benefit from the program! 
Very exciting times ahead and more 
information to come. 
 
Creating Grades for 2018 
Our teachers are currently working 
through our student placements, 
creating grades for 2018. This is a time 
consuming and most well thought out, 
thorough and detailed process that 
takes weeks to ensure the very best 
teaching and learning combinations 
are created.  
 

Teachers take into account student 
preferences, (consider) the wide range 
of abilities within the classroom, 
gender balance and personalities. All 
of these factors assist us in ensuring 
the 2018 classes are the best possible 
combination of students for a 
productive year of learning and 
growth. The students and families will 
find out their class teacher and 
classmates on our Transition Day 
which is on Tuesday December the 
12th. More information will be in the 
newsletter closer to the date. 
 
Reminders of some upcoming events: 
 
Parent Info Night – Reports 
Please join us this Thursday night to 
hear about our new report format and 
learn more about how and what we 
assess at EPS.  See attached flyer. 
 
Volunteers’ Morning Tea 
We hope that you are able to join us 
for our Volunteers’ Morning Tea this 
Friday so that we can thank you all for 
the myriad of ways in which you assist 
us each and every day from classroom 
helpers, attending excursions, ensuring 
programs such as our Kitchen and 
Garden can run smoothly to making 
our markets such a success! We truly 
appreciate all of the assistance and 
thoroughly enjoy our partnership with 
you.  More details on Page 3. 
 
Family Picnic 
Bring your singing voices, picnic rugs, 
food and dancing shoes to our Annual 
Family Picnic on the turf Wednesday 
29th November.  Come and celebrate 
the end of another wonderful EPS year 
with our Orchestra, all the choirs and 
the famous Yard Duty Birds! 
 
 Congratulations 
We all congratulate our lovely Grade 2 
teacher, Diana and her partner, Alex 
on their wonderful news of a baby to 
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CALENDAR 
Thursday 23 November 

7.00pm Report Information Night  
for parents in JLC 

 

Friday 24 November 
10.30am Volunteers Morning Tea 

Summer Sport - Grade 5/6 
 

Tuesday 28 November 
Elwood Student Council Casual  
Dress Day - gold coin donation  
 for Movember (Men’s Health) 

 

Wednesday 29 November 
5.00pm Family Picnic 

 

Thursday 30 November 
2018 Prep PJ Party 

 

Friday 1 December 
House Swimming for 

Grades 3 - 6 
Senior Choir performing at  

Ripponlea Christmas Festival 
 

Saturday 2 December 
Community Market with  

Grade 2 rostered 
 

Monday 4 December 
Beach Ed - Grade 6 

3.00pm Assembly with 
 Grade 3/4 choir performing 

 

Wed 6 - Friday 8 December 
Grade 4 Camp 

 

Wednesday 6 December 
7.00pm ‘In the Know Parenting’  

Seminar - tickets $10 on QKR 

Last day for 2017 
Friday 22 December 

students finish  
at 1.30pm  
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come in 2018! We wish them all health and happiness. 
Diana will continue teaching 1D until the end of the 
school year. Diana will return to EPS in 2018 for a short 
time as a support staff member before taking maternity 
leave.  
 
Welcome to new staff 
We welcome three new staff members to the Elwood 
Community in 2018. 
 
Melinda from Briar Hill PS, Stephanie from Newport 
Gardens and Anna who was an intern with Chloe and 
3C this year. 
 
All three teachers were exceptional candidates and we 
know that they will bring fantastic skills, knowledge, 
ideas and enthusiasm to our school. 
 
Melinda, Stephanie and Anna have all been in touch 
with us and are excited about joining us on Transition 
Day to meet their grades, parents and staff. 
 
We also welcome “home” Jess Farrelly who has been 
on leave this year exploring the world and discovering 
new and interesting teaching approaches and 
strategies. We are so excited to have her back and       
re-joining the teaching team in 2018. 
 

Nicole Richards … Acting Principal 

 

Regional Basketball Final 
On Friday the 10 November, 11 Grade 6 boys 
represented Elwood at the Metropolitan Regional 
Basketball Finals which took place at the Pakenham 
indoor sports stadium. 
 
The boys played 3 round robin games, in which they 
lost their first game by 8 points, but went on to win 
their final two games by more than 20 points. These 
two wins enabled us to move forward to the semi-
finals round against Malvern Primary. Unfortunately 
the boys were defeated in a very close match.  
 
The boys represented Elwood Primary with pride, 
respect and great sportsmanship. Each player got a fair 
go on court and made the most out of their court time. 
Players like Jamie 6J and Koby 6J really stepped up 
their efforts and did amazing things for the team. 
 
All of the boys should be immensely proud of their 
effort and can walk away with their heads held high, 
knowing they left everything out there on court. It 
brings me great pride to say that the Elwood basketball 
team finished as one of the top four teams out of the 
300 metropolitan schools to play basketball in their 
various districts. 
 
Congratulations to Koby 6J, Lenny 6T, Henry 6L, Jack 
6L, Charlie 6T, Jamie 6J, Aidan, 6T Lucas 6R, Harvey 
6L, Tom  6J and Sean 6T. 

Perform at the Summer Soiree 
A reminder that students who learn an instrument with 
Dean, Jesse or outside school are invited to perform at 
the illustrious Summer Soiree on Thursday  14 
December 2017 at 5pm in the JLC. Please collect a form 
from the office and return it as soon as possible.  Thank 
you to those students who have already returned their 
forms.  

Kaz Sieger 
 

Holiday Care for our Chickens 
Calling all “wanna be chicken 
carers”: the kitchen garden 
program is looking for 
volunteers to help care for our 
chickens during the summer 
break. Jobs include collecting 
fresh eggs, cleaning out the 
chicken coop, and topping up 
their food and water supplies. 
If you are able to help, Kathy, 
the garden specialist teacher, 
would love to hear from you: 
beckwith.kathryn.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

Movember 
Men are facing a health crisis that isn’t being talked 
about. They're dying too young – much before their 
time. This year, we are taking action by raising funds 
for prostate cancer, testicular cancer, mental health and 
suicide prevention. You can donate towards any of the 
EPS  team to make a difference. If you would like to 
donate there is a box at the school office or visit : 
https://au.movember.com/team/2286188  
 

Hats 
Bucket hats in all sizes are back in stock at the school 
office.  Price remains the same $10.00 - cash only please. 
 

In The Know Parenting  
Does your child use social media? Instagram? 
Snapchat? Facebook? 
 

Come along to a 2-hour educational seminar for all 
parents of tweens – teens, providing information vital 
to raising our kids in modern culture.         
 

When: Wed 6 December 
Where: The JLC, Elwood Primary School. 
Cost: Tickets $10.00 each, purchase via Qkr. 
Time: 7.00pm – 9.00pm 
  
In The Know Parenting – 
www.intheknowparenting.com.au 
 

Come and listen to Luke Martin, youth worker, 
passionate in supporting young people live vibrant, 
healthy and positive lifestyles educate us parents in 
how to navigate through these years. 

mailto:beckwith.kathryn.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://au.movember.com/team/2286188
http://www.intheknowparenting.com.au
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You Can Do It! 
Confidence means….feeling I can do it. 
Confidence also means not being afraid 
to make mistakes or to try something 
new. Confidence also means standing 
up tall and speaking with a clear voice 
(not too loud, not too soft). 

 
Work confidence means choosing to participate in new, 
difficult activities or classes, doing hard work without 
asking for help, offering to take responsibility and 
trying problems and answering questions when not too 
sure of the answer. 

 
Social confidence means meeting someone new, sharing 
ideas with classmates, speaking in a clear voice so that 
you are heard and starting up conversations. 

 
This fortnight, we focus on Leadership. 

 
Leadership is a combination of many skills which 
enable us to take control of our lives.  

 
Although there are natural born leaders and every 
group requires both leaders and followers, with 
support and encouragement we all have potential 
leadership skills which can be developed and 
enhanced.  

 
Leadership is about being in control of your own life. It 
is about thinking of things which we can make happen, 
rather than things happening to us.   

 
The main areas of leadership focus on communication, 
teamwork, negotiation, planning and persistence. 

 
We need to appreciate that there are times and 
situations where it is appropriate to switch between 
being a leader to a follower and vice versa. We also 
need to understand the importance of a good support 
group within the role of a follower and that there is 
nothing shameful or ‘wimpy’ about it.  
 

Collaboration and teamwork is a key ingredient in 
leadership. An important part of working together 
and leading a group, is the realisation that a group, 
which may be a family or a group of friends, can get 
more done and in less time, rather than simply going 
it alone. 
 
You Can Do It ! 

Nicole Richards & the YCDI Leaders 
 

Manners Matter  
Please and Thank You 
There are opportunities everyday 
to say Please and Thank You. At 
home, in the classroom, visiting the 
office, in the yard, at a friend’s 
home – there are people who help 
us and all of them need to be 
treated courteously. 
 
One great way we can do this is by saying Please and 

Thank You. 
 
You will be surprised how much people value Please 

and Thank You. These simple words let people know 
you do appreciate what they do for you and also let 
them know you are a friendly kid. 
 
So this fortnight – let’s hear lots of please and thank 

yous! 
 
Manners Matter 

 

Global Calendar 
Our Global calendar is a way to celebrate significant 
cultural and environmental events and is a terrific 
springboard for conversations at home.  What’s on in 
the coming weeks? 
 
25 November: Buy Nothing Day 
Buy Nothing Day is a global holiday 
from consumerism - Spend a Day 
Without Spending! 

 

Volunteer & Helpers Morning Tea 
 

When:   Friday 24 November 2017 
Where:   Junior School Hall 
Time:   10.30am—11.30am 

 
We would like to thank everyone who has helped Elwood Primary School in so many ways throughout the year 
by hosting a morning tea. If you helped in the classroom, Kitchen Garden, as a community or class 
representative, with fundraising, markets, sub-committees, special projects, camps, excursions, library or in some 
other fashion, we would love to thank you for all your assistance.  We look forward to seeing you there. 

http://www.adbusters.org/campaigns/bnd
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26 November - 2 December: GiveNow Week 
Between Sunday 26  November and Saturday 2  
December we encourage you to visit 
www.givenow.com.au and consider 
the many ways that you, your 
family, friends and work mates can 
make a difference to your  
community in the lead-up to 
Christmas. Website: www.givenow.com.au  
 
30 November: International Computer Security Day 
Security is an important consideration when working 
with computers, the  Internet  or  indeed  any  electronic 
devices. Use Computer Security 
Day to ensure that your 
passwords are regularly 
updated, that your personal 
information is safe and secure, 
and that your systems are 
protected. 

3 December: International Day of Persons with 

Disabilities 
Australia celebrates the International Day of People 
with Disability (IDPwD) every year on 3 December 
to acknowledge the valuable contribution people of 
all abilities make to our community.  
 
Enjoy your upcoming weeks, whatever it holds or 
whatever you are celebrating!  

Nicole Richards … Acting Principal 

 
Attachments:   
EOY Family Picnic  
Code Camp 
Movember 
Team Holiday x 2 
 
 
 
 

http://www.givenow.com.au/
http://www.givenow.com.au/
http://www.idpwd.com.au/
http://www.idpwd.com.au/
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