
Student Placement 2019 
Teachers will begin the complicated, 
time-consuming and important task of 
working out grades for 2019 shortly.  
Our aim is to produce the best possible 
combinations of students to encourage 
maximum learning and teaching in 
each classroom.  
The process that teachers follow is:  

 Students will be asked to list 
students they work well with, 
good Learning Partners that 
they would like to be with in 
2019. From this list we guarantee 
each student one Learning 
Partner.  

 Tea ch ers  th en w or k  o n 
compiling grades that have an 
even spread of abilit ies, 
personalities, gender and take 
into account which students 
work well together to create best 
t e a c h i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g 
opportunities.  

 These lists are then read by the 
previous grade level coordinator 
and Specialist teachers, to check 
that students have been placed 
correctly. 

Lists are then finally checked by Ange, 
Jay and myself. This process will take 
most of October and into November, 
with students finding out their new 
grades and teachers on transition day, 
Tuesday 11 December. Our staff spend 
many hours working out the best 
possible grades and are very focussed 
on producing the best student 
combinations.  
 

No changes to grades will be made 
after Transition Day on Tuesday 11 
December. 
 

If you have any specific concerns about 
the placement of your child, they need 
to be placed in writing with an 
appointment made to discuss them 
with Ange, Jay or myself. These need 
to be based on educational or 
emotional grounds and brought to our 
attention with a meeting during weeks 

4 and 5,  Monday 22 October through 
to Friday 2 Nov. Meetings must be 
held before Friday 2 November to 
allow us time to consider best teaching 
and learning combinations.  Our focus 
will be framed under the Learning 
Partners context in all situations. 
Emails or letters without an 
appointment and requests for 
particular teachers, because you would 
prefer them, will not be considered.  
We appreciate your understanding and 
trust throughout this process. Our staff 
know your child extremely well and 
they consider every aspect of your 
child’s learning journey to assist them 
in creating new classes for the 
following year.  
 

NAPLAN 2018 
Our NAPLAN results were received 
last week and once again our Grade 3 
and Grade 5 students performed 
exceptionally well. Our results are a 
testament to our agreed strategies and 
approaches across the school, great 
teachers and hard working students. 
We should be very proud of our results 
but we are particularly proud of our 
teachers who are committed to doing 
the very best for each student in the 
school and our students who 
d e m o n s t r a t e d  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d 
persistence in trying their best 
throughout the three days of National 
testing. 
A summary of our results is below. 
 

Grade 3 
Reading, writing, grammar and 
punctuation and numeracy are all well 
above the state mean with spelling at 
the state mean. 
Grade 5 
Reading, grammar and punctuation 
and numeracy are all well above the 
state mean with spelling and writing at 
the state mean. 
 

One important measure is the growth 
of students between Grades 3 & 5. Our 
students performed outstandingly well 
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CALENDAR 
 

 

Thursday 12 September 
 Grade 6 City Excursion 

 

Friday 14 September 
Grade 5/6 Sport 

 

Tuesday 18 September 
Grade 5 Bike Ed 

 

Wednesday 19 September 
Grade 5 Bike Ed 

 

Thursday 20 September 
Dyslexia Awareness— Wear Green 

 

Friday 21 September  
End Term 3 

 

Monday 8 October 
Start Term 4 

Grade 3 Camp  
Assembly—no performance 

 

Wed 10 October—Thurs 11 October 
Grade 6 Production, Phoenix Theatre 

7pm 
 

Friday 12 October 
Grade 5/6 Sport 

 

Tuesday 16 October 
Division Summer Sport Finals 

 

Thursday 18 October 
Regional Athletics 

 

Friday 19 October 
Grade 5/6 Sport 
Ready Set Go 5 

Grade 2 sleepover 
 

Monday 22 October 
Assembly 

Website :  www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au          Scott Street, Elwood Vic 3184  
Phone :  9531 2762              

 Community Market (bookings) : www.trybooking.com/333813     

Friday 21 September End of 

Term 3 

2.30pm Finish 

Monday 8 October 

Start Term 4  

Grade 3 Camp 
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in this area with grammar and punctuation, spelling, 
writing and reading recording up to  30% high relative 
growth and in particular, grammar and punctuation at 
40% high relative growth. The state mean in all these 
areas is around 25%. High relative growth is a measure 
of how many students gain more than two years of 
learning from Grades 3 to 5. NAPLAN results have 
been mailed to parents this week. Class teachers have 
analysed all data and contacted parents to discuss 
individual results of students who may not have 
performed as well as anticipated.  We analyse our 
NAPLAN data, along with our teacher judgements, to 
continue our cycle of reflection; looking at trends and 
areas of improvement and considering our future 
directions. 
 

Hats 
Spring has sprung … so our SunSmart 
Policy states our students must wear 
their SunSmart hats from Monday 3 
September until Tuesday 30 April. 
Baseball caps are not SunSmart. 
Students without hats are to play in our designated 
shade areas. 
 

Leaving EPS in 2019? 
Planning for 2019 is already taking place. It is  
important to have an accurate picture of student 
movement for the upcoming year. Accurate anticipated 
student numbers has a huge impact on planning for the 
number of classes we have and our budget. If you 
know that you will not be at Elwood PS next year, 
please complete the form attached, email or call the 
office on 9531 2762 as soon as possible.  
 

Nicole Richards…Acting Principal  
 

Dyslexia Awareness Week 
Next week Elwood Primary School will be celebrating 
Dyslexia Awareness Week.  Dyslexia Awareness Week 
is an internationally recognised event that runs in the 
first week of October (school holidays).  The most 
common learning difference affecting 10% of the 
population is Dyslexia. Dyslexia is a learning difference 
that affects fluency in reading, writing and spelling. It 
is not a disability, but rather a different way of 
processing information. Traditional methods of 
learning are not always effective for people with 
Dyslexia so at times their learning may look different to 
others.  This may include representing their learning in 

a different way; the teacher may allow more time to 
complete tasks or students may use assistive 
technologies.  What would the world be like if we 
were all the same?  If we all learnt the same way and 
had the same strengths and weaknesses?  We would 
have not scientist, artists, doctors, mechanics… the 
list goes on! 
Dyslexia, just like all learning preferences brings its 
own set of advantages.  People with Dyslexia have 
above average intelligence and are creative thinkers. 
Their strengths often include spatial and visual 
reasoning and they can often “think outside the 
square”.  Because of this creative trait, it is no 
surprise that many of our admired actors, actresses, 
singers and inventors all have Dyslexia.  Raising 
awareness amongst the community about Dyslexia 
and other learning preferences will help continue to 
create a more inclusive, understanding environment 
for all students to learn and grow. It will further 
encourage students to be tolerant and accepting 
members of their community. 
To educate our school community, a band of students 
in our school with Dyslexia will be holding 
assemblies on Thursday 20 September in the school 
hall.   
Grade 1/2 – 1.10pm 
Grade 3/4 – 2.30pm 
Grade 5/6 – 3.00pm 
All members of the school community are 
encouraged to wear Green to Thursday 20 
September in support of Dyslexia! 
 

Ariana Peters...Teaching and Learning Coach 
 

Showcasing Our Teaching & 
Learning 

We are very proud of everything that we do here at 
Elwood Primary School and word is getting out 
about our engaged and high achieving students. 
This term we have had staff visiting from St Kilda 
Primary, Beaumaris Primary, Sholem Aleichem 
College and the Carlton School in South Australia to 
see how we implement our programs and strategies 
so successfully. Our teachers and children are so 
welcoming and open to having other professionals 
observe them teaching and answer curriculum 
related questions. It is a testament to all of our staff 
that all four schools left singing the praises of the 
exceptional students, the happy knowledgeable staff 
and our engaging learning spaces.  
They also said; 

‘ You have re-energised us.’ 
‘ Everyone is happy and having fun.’ 
‘ I’m doing that tomorrow!’ 
‘ It’s the little things that matter.’ 
‘ This brings a tear to my eye.’ 
‘ How long did it take for them to learn that?’ 
‘ This is an example of what we aspire to.’  

We look forward to continue building relationships 
with other schools in the future and share the success 
of our teaching and learning approaches. 
 

Sara Walsh...Teaching & Learning Coach 

 



Cybersafety 
Over the past few weeks, we have had a 
cybersafety focus at school, in line with national 
eSmart Week. National eSmart Week (an initiative 
developed by the Alannah & Madeline 
Foundation, in partnership with the Telstra 
Foundation) is a week where communities come 
together to encourage everyone to be smart, safe 
and responsible when using digital technology.  
Elwood Primary is an eSmart school and we have 
shown a strong continuing commitment to 
ensuring a cybersafe (eSmart) environment for our 
students, staff and community. We have had a 
number of different activities and discussions 
happening around the school during this time to 
further enhance student understanding of eSafety, 
including whole level discussions, class activities 
and student research.  Recently, we have had a 
number of parents discuss online gaming with us, 
in particular the game Fortnite Battle Royale. 
Attached to the newsletter is an info sheet about 
F o r t n i t e ,  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m 
www.esafety.gov.au – the Australian Government 
Office of the eSafety Commissioner. For further 
information on a wide range of games, apps and 
social media platforms, visit their website and click 
on ‘esafety information’ and then ‘Games, apps 
and social networking’.  Also, feel free to come and 
see us at school should you have any further 
questions. 
 

Ange Dawson...Acting Assistant Principal  

Junior School 

Elwood Primary School Aerobics 
Team Raffle Draw 
Only one week until our 3 teams (17 students) head to 
the Gold Coast to represent Elwood Primary School at 
the National Championships Aeroschools 
competition. Our fundraising efforts have been 
fantastic including the successful SmartyGrants 
application from the City of Port Phillip Council - 
thank you!.  Thanks to everyone who purchased raffle 
tickets or made donations to help get the teams 
there.  A big thanks to all the local retailers who 
donated for the fantastic raffle draw.  Please see 
attachment for winners.  We wish the teams all the 
best! 
 

Mobile Phones 
In 3c we have been learning 
about e-waste. 3c are helping 
to stop e-waste because it's 
destroying our Earth. Did you 
know that Australia is making 
700,000 tonnes of e-waste a 
year and the world is making 
50 million tonnes of e-waste a 
year!  We are asking that you 
bring your old phones in to 
Elwood Primary School  instead of putting the phone 
and all its precious metals into the bin. There will be a 
box in the office for mobiles, mobile cords and internet 
modems. The box is available until the end of the 
term. 
 

Chloe & 3C 

 
 

http://www.esafety.gov.au
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