
Building Works 
We started this week with a great 
surprise on Saturday and Sunday! The 
delivery of our brand new Junior 
School Building. Thank you to all of 
our neighbours and the community for 
enduring the street closures and 
working with us while the trucks and 
cranes delivered our 19 modular 
pieces. Now that the modular sections 
are in place, we will see the brickwork 
surrounding the footings of the 
building going in as well as the 
addition of the roof and decking areas.  
Our new building has been given the 
name of The Djambana Willam 
Building which means The Gathering 
Place in the language of our traditional 
owners, the Yalukit Willam Clan of the 
Boon Wurrung people. We thank both 
Chloe and Nat, our Grade 3 teachers, 
who have consulted with Caroline 
Martin (local traditional owner) on this 
name.  The name given to our new 
building offers respect to our local First 
People’s on-going connection to land 
and culture in the Elwood Community. 
The Djambana Willam Building will 
house our Preps and Grade 2 classes 
who were relocated to the portables. 
We are scheduled to move in during 
early Term 4. Once we have possession 
of our new building, we will host a 
Smoking Ceremony to open the space 

and of course, invite everyone to come 
on in and look around! 

 
Our Senior School 
Building 
Over the past few years, our lovely old 
Senior School Building has gone 
through renovations to make our 
classrooms and learning spaces more 
conducive to team teaching and 
learning with bigger and brighter 
outlooks, options for open learning 
and creative, colourful spaces for the 
teachers and students. However, major 
cracks and structural damage, caused 
by the tree in the Courtyard and gum 
tree in the Senior School playground, 
has meant these lovely spaces are 
continuously moving, cracking and 
moving towards the possibility of 
becoming unsafe. We certainly don’t 
want our students, teachers or 
community to be in this position and 
finally we have Department of 
Education financial commitment to fix 
the foundations and structural 
integrity of the building.  
Our School Council has petitioned the 
Department and communicated 
tirelessly to work on options to keep 
the trees, however, last week we heard 
back from the Department of 
E d uca t i o n  a d v is i n g  u s  t h a t , 
unfortunately, the trees are the major 
contributing factor to the condition of 
the building and they must go. For our 
students and teachers to be able to 
teach and learn in a comfortable, 
creative and most importantly, safe 
space, this scope of works needs to be 
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completed as soon as 
possible. This does, sadly, 
mean removing both trees to 
ensure the soil around the 
Senior School Building and 
under footings can be stable 
for the years to come and 
work on the inside to fix the 
issues can then begin.  Of 
course, we love the outdoor 
area, the shade and the 
aesthetic look and we know 
our school community will 
be sad to see these trees go – 
however, we look forward to 
being able to create a brand 
new grounds masterplan and 
include students, parents, 
teachers and the wider 
community in consultation 
with playscape experts to 
create a new look with native plantings and more 
appropriate trees for the area. 
As we work more closely with the Department and 
move towards works being done, I will keep you 
informed. 
 

Leaving EPS in 2019 ?? 
Planning for 2019 is already taking place. It is very 
important to have an accurate picture of student 
movement for the upcoming year. Accurate 
anticipated student numbers has a huge impact on 
planning for the number of classes we have and our 
budget.  If you know that you will not be at Elwood 
PS next year.  Please complete the form below, email 
or call the office on 9531 2762 as soon as possible.  
 

You Can Do It!  
Term 3: Persistence 
Persistence means trying hard to do your best and not 
giving up when something feels like it’s too difficult or 
boring. Examples of persistent behavior are continuing 
to try even when schoolwork is hard, not being 
distracted and checking work when it’s finished to 
make sure it’s correct. 
 
This fortnight we will focus on:  
Seeing it through 
Being persistent is easier said than done …you need 
self-confidence, dedication and discipline. Once you 
move closer to your goals and success … not only do 
people around you support and encourage you … all of 
a sudden you can believe in yourself even more! 
That’s the thing about being persistent and seeing it 
through…….sometimes you may have to work hard at 
a goal or activity without seeing instant results … 
sometimes you don’t see results for a very long time,  
yet you keep moving forward any way. Have patience, 
the results will come … it’s a matter of time. 

How do you see things through when it is tough? 
First of all you must be persistent and if you feel 

that it’s the right thing to do, keep trying! 
Be determined. Know what you would like the 

outcome to look like.… picture yourself 
reaching your goal … enjoying the success 

Believe in your goal, all the time, every time. 
Because if you don’t … it’s less than likely 
that you will keep going when things get 
tough. Don’t let others question your goal 
and have conversations with friends who 
support you 

Once you put faith in yourself to see it through… it’s 
not long before others start to see that too. By being 
persistent and seeing it through … you succeed 
eventually … and then start to inspire people … your 
actions convince them to have a go at their dreams 
too. 
 

MANNERS MATTER AT E.P.S 
Respecting Property – Yours and others 
Around our school, our home 
and the homes of our friends, 
there are many things we use 
that make our life more 
enjoyable. At home it may be 
the television, the stereo or 
computers. At school it may be 
sports equipment, the POD, art 
materials or other equipment in 
the yard.  
Whatever we use, we need to 
look after, not just for ourselves but because others 
like to use these things as well. 
Respecting property – yours and others -  shows 
everyone that we are thoughtful, considerate and 
friendly children. All part of being an Elwood Kid. 

Nicole Richards…Acting Principal  
 

SUSTAINABILITY  
Hi. We’re Maya and Georgia, and we’re a part of the 
2018 Sustainability Leaders at Elwood Primary 
School. This year we’ve been trying to make our 
school as sustainable as can be. We are currently 
working on a movie showing how plastic in your 
lunches has a huge impact on the environment. We’re 
sure that most people would agree that most lunches 
in the school have some sort of plastic within them. 
Imagine if everyone in the school had a nude food 
lunch. That would make our school more 
environmentally friendly and reduce how much 
waste we send to landfill. That’s what we’re working 
towards. We know that this is a hard task, but we will 
achieve it.  
We need you, as Elwood Primary School community 
families, to help take part in making this possible so 
that we can achieve this goal in less time than 
planned. We know that there are lots of families out 
there that have great ideas to share. So, we’re asking 
you to send us tips on how to pack a nude food lunch 

 



and recipes for delicious nude-food snacks that we can 
put in the Elwood Primary School newsletter. If you 
have any other tips for the school and/or other 
families who want to be more sustainable please send 
these tips in as well.  
You can send your tips to us in our class 6L or email 
t h e m  t o  o u r  t e a c h e r 
Louisa:dretzke.louisa.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

WASTE NOT, WANT NOT!! 
As part of our efforts to minimize waste at Elwood 
Primary School, several grades are 
going to complete a waste audit for 
the school. This audit involves 
investigating the types of waste that 
goes into our rubbish bins and then 
into our skips. We currently throw 
out 320mᶾ of waste per year, which is 
equivalent to TWO WHOLE CLASSROOMS full to the 
brim with rubbish.  In order to achieve our 2nd 
Resource Smart Star, we need to reduce our total 
volume of waste down to 240mᶾ. The audit will be held 
on Friday 21 September, the final day of school. 
Alternatively, if you would like to help out with our 
Biodiversity audit. This will be held sometime early 
Term 4. Keeping track of the biodiversity within our 
school grounds will set us on the path towards 
achieving a further Resource Smart Star! 
P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  L o u i s a  D r e t z k e  a t 
dretzke.louisa.l@edumail.vic.gov.au if you are keen to 
get involved. 
 

House Athletics  Tuesday 7 August 
Congratulations to all of our students who participated 
on the day and to those who will now progress 
through to the District event. 
It was a great day filled with excitement, smiles fun 
and great sports! Also, a big congratulations to our 
LAWSON house for winning the day. 
A big shout out to all of our amazing teaching staff 
who were a great help in not only the lead up,  but on 
the day itself.  And a special mention to our wonderful 
parent community for supporting the day, especially 
to those who 
gave up their 
time to volunteer 
(Jenni Marshall, 
Petrina Jones, 
Nicole Nabout, 
Andrea Turner, 
Ewan Thompson, 
Damien Ross, 
Tash Fullerton, 
Barb Dight, 
Richard Zantuck, 
Olivia 
 Stenhouse, Marianne  Langridge , Kate Brooker, Raph 
Zylberman, Karen Dimattina, Sue Cox, Cindy Delaney, 

Christine Dahan & Simon Smyth). It was greatly 
appreciated. 
To view some of the photos from the day, please click 
on the following link ~ 
http://www.elwoodpspe.com/house-athletics-
gallery.html 
 

Parent Opinion Survey - Extension 
The closing date for the online Parent Opinion Survey 
has been extended to Sunday 2 September 2018. 
Parents can submit completed online surveys until 
11:59PM Sunday 2 September 2018. 
If you are one of the randomly selected families we 
ask that you please complete the survey as soon as 
possible.  The survey is conducted online and only 
takes 15 minutes to complete. All responses are 
anonymous. The survey is designed to assist us in 
gaining an understanding of your perceptions of 
school climate, student behaviour and student 
engagement. We use the survey results to help inform 
and direct future planning and improvement 
strategies. The Survey will run until 26 August. It can 
be accessed via desktop, laptop, tablet or mobile 
through a secure online portal. We thank you in 
advance for your participation.  
 

Aerobics Stall 
The Aerobic Teams are off to the 
NATIONALS– Wednesday 19 September 
and Thursday 20 September.  
Your assistance in helping our team get to 
the Goldie would be greatly appreciated.  
We will be setting up a market stall just outside the 
hall so pop by and purchase a ticket for your chance to 
win some amazing prizes (see attachment below, 
something for everyone!!) or why not take your pick 
at the Lucky Dip Only $1 per dip or our Lolly Guess, 
how many in the jar? 50c a guess or 3 guesses for $1 
 

Student Stalls at our Market 
Our Winter Onesie Market saw the first Student Stall 

held on the steps of the JLC. We had over 20 of our 

students selling everything from toys to lucky dips 

and home-made products. Many of our young 

entrepreneurs also decided to donate their takings to 

various charities and funds. Some of our students, 

such as Alice, Hanna & Sienna showed great initiative 

and creative ideas for their stalls. The girls’ inventive 

stall included selling their unwanted toys, books, 

shoes and they even had guinea pig petting! They 

raised $230. Looking through their options, they 

decided to donate this money to Ovaid to support 

Orangutans. Co-founders of Ovaid reached out to the 

girls…  “Please say a huge thank you to Alice, Hannah 

& Sienna - what an outstanding effort. I always say 

that the future will change because of our enthusiastic 

youngsters and they epitomise that passion, 
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enthusiasm and commitment perfectly - well done!” 

Nigel & Sara.  We couldn’t have said it any better. A 

great effort from all of our students! 

 

School Hats 
A reminder that in line with our sunmart policy from 

Monday 3 September students must bring their hats 

to school.  Remember - No Hat - No Play. 

 

Father Bob 
Elwood PS has had a lovely mention on the Father 

Bob Facebook page (see below).  Thanks again to all 

of our Level 3 team and kids who donated their 

kitchen food for the week to the homeless during 

Homelessness Awareness Week. 

 

 

 

Attachments: Intentions for next year, Aerobics 

Prizes, Teamkids 

 

 

Elwood Ski Team 
A great team effort from all in the Victorian Inter-
schools Competition.  Team Elwood performed admi-
rably and a great time was had by all. The team spirit 
was fabulous to see.  A special thanks to Lucy Morton 
for being Team Manager and also providing amazing 
assistance throughout the weekend. 






