
Dear Parents 
 
Ski Team 
I spent Monday with a very excited ski 
team at Mt. Buller.  I attended the team 
dinner and bib presentations on 
Sunday night and watched a number 
of races on Monday. Everyone was 
having a fantastic time and were doing 
Elwood proud in their races.   
 
We will have a full run down in the 
Community Link next  week.   
Congratulations and thank you to 
Matthew Franceschini for coordinating 
the team and the event. 
 
Happy 100th Birthday Elwood Primary 
School 
To start our 100 year celebrations, we 
are inviting students to enter a 
competition to design a badge for our 
2017 celebrations. Students  are 
encouraged to design a badge to be 
used as our centenary logo.  It will 
appear on many items throughout the 
year. 
 
Designs can depict anything that links 
to the schools 100th birthday and is 
open to each students’ imagination. No 
more than four colours can be used in 
the design, two of which must be our 
school colours of yellow and blue. 
 
The competition will run for two 
weeks with students to vote for the 
shortlisted entries in the first week of 
Term 4. 
 
100 Year Communications Position 
We are looking for a person to manage 
o u r  1 0 0  y e a r  c e l e b r a t i o n 
communications next year. The job will 
entail being on top of Facebook and 
website communication and liaising 
with key groups who are planning 
activities. This will culminate when 
our open day takes place on Friday 28 
October. 

 
This will be a paid position of 
approximately seven hours per week  
commencing in Term 4. The successful 
applicant will work closely with 
myself, the 100 year planning 
committee and the school office. If you 
are interested in the position, please 
contact the office for the job 
description. 
 
NAPLAN 2016 

Our NAPLAN results were received 
last week and once again our Grade 
3 and Grade 5 students have 
performed very well.  
 

Reading, numeracy, punctuation and 
grammar were well above the state 
mean. Spelling was above the state 
mean and writing was at state mean 
in Grade 3 and above the state mean 
in Grade 5.  
 

We will continue working on our 
writing and expect to see rapid 
improvement according to NAPLAN 
in upcoming years. 
 

One important measure is the growth 
of students between Grades 3 & 5.  
O u r  s t u d e n t s  p e r f o r m e d 
outstandingly well in this area with 
reading and punctuation/grammar  
recording over 40% high relative 
growth and writing, spelling and 
numeracy recording over 35% high 
relative growth. The state mean in all 
these areas is around 21%.  A 
summary of results is below. 
 
Grade 3 
Reading well above the state mean. 
Writing same as the state mean. 
Spelling above the state mean. 
Punctuation and grammar well 
above the state mean. 
Numeracy well above the state 
mean. 

24 August 2016 
No. 14 

Newsletter 

CALENDAR 
Monday 22 - Friday 26 

Book Week at EPS 
 

Wednesday 24 August 
Prep Grandparents Day 
Book Character Parades 
Step up Program - Gr 6 

Enhanced Learning 
 

Thursday 25 August 
Author Visit - Gr 3 & 4 

 

Friday 26 August 
Author Visit - Gr 1 & 2 

Grade 2 Sleepover 
 

Tuesday 30 August 
ESC Casual Dress Day Bring a gold 
coin donation for one.girl.org.au. 
Dress like a teacher with teachers  

dressing like students. 
 

Sub-committee meetings 
 

Wednesday 31 August 
Enhanced Learning Celebration 

Step up Program 
 

Friday 2 September 
Bike Ed - Grade 5 

 

Saturday 3 September 
Community Market  

all Prep Grades rostered 
 

Monday 5 September 
Cybersafety - 2L 
Bike Ed - Grade 5 

3.00pm  Assembly with  
Grade 1 choir performing 

 

Tuesday 6 September 
Bike Ed - Grade 5 

 

Wednesday 7 September 
Cybersafety - 1J, 1R & 2C 

Bike Ed - Grade 5 
 

Website :  www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au          Scott Street, Elwood Vic 3184  

Phone :  9531 2762                                                                                         

 Community Market (bookings) : www.trybooking.com/36342                  Fax :  9531 5497 



P A G E  2  

Grade 5 
Reading well above the state mean. 
Writing above the state mean. 
Spelling above the state mean. 
Punctuation and grammar well above the state 
mean. 
Numeracy well above the state mean. 
 
High relative Growth from Grade 3 -5 
Reading 41%  - state mean 22% 
Writing 38% - state mean 20% 
Spelling 33% - state mean 23% 
Punctuation and Grammar 46% - state mean 21% 
Numeracy 35% - state mean 20% 
 
NAPLAN results will be mailed to parents at the 
end of next week. This will give class teachers 
enough time to analysis all data and contact parents 
to discuss individual results of students who may 
not have performed as well as anticipated. 
 
2017 Student Movement 
It seems early but I am already looking at planning 
for 2017. It is very important to have an accurate 
picture of student movement for the upcoming year. 
Correct anticipated student numbers has a huge 
impact on the number of classes we have and our 
budget. 
 

If you know that you will not be at Elwood PS next 
year, could you please email or call the office as soon 
as possible so that accurate student numbers can be 
used for planning. 
 
Trip to Cairns 
 I will be in Cairns on 29-31 August presenting at the 

Promising Practices Conference. This is a Far North 

Queensland Education Department initiative which I 

am pleased to be part of. 
 

The Promising Practices Conference explores the 

research and learning of Dr George Otero through a 

Relational Leadership framework. Schools from urban, 

rural and remote areas will present their journey and 

learnings around strengthening learning relationships 

between school, family and community. 
 

This trip will continue the partnership with schools in 

Cairns that have been developed over the past three 

years with visits from staff and students to EPS and my 

work with Principals from indigenous schools. The Far 

North Queensland Education department is paying all 

costs for this trip with no cost to EPS. 

Nicole will be Acting Principal whilst I am away. 

Rob Csoti 

 

You Can Do It 
Term 3:  Persistence 
Persistence means trying hard to do your best and not 
giving up when something feels like it’s too difficult or 
boring. Examples of persistent behavior are continuing 
to try even when schoolwork is hard, not being 
distracted and checking work when it’s finished to 
make sure it’s correct. 

 
This fortnight we will focus on:  

Seeing it through 
 
Being persistent is easier said than done …you need 
self-confidence, dedication and discipline. Once you 
move closer to your goals and success … not only do 
people around you support and encourage you … all 
of a sudden you can believe in yourself even more! 
 
That’s the thing about being persistent and seeing it 
through…….sometimes you may have to work hard 
at a goal or activity without seeing instant results … 
sometimes you don’t see results for a very long time,  
yet you keep moving forward any way. Have patience, 
the results will come … it’s a matter of time. 
How do you see things through when it is tough? 

 First of all you must be persistent and if you feel 
that it’s the right thing to do, keep trying! 

 Be determined. Know what you would like the 
outcome to look like.… picture yourself reaching 
your goal … enjoying the success 

 Believe in your goal, all the time, every time. 
Because if you don’t … it’s less than likely that you 
will keep going when things get tough. Don’t let 
others question your goal and have conversations 
with friends who support you 

Once you put faith in yourself to see it through… it’s 
not long before others start to see that too. By being 
persistent and seeing it through … you succeed 
eventually … and then start to inspire people … your 
actions convince them to have a go at their dreams too. 
 
You Can Do It ! 

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal 
 

Manners Matters 
Respecting Property – 
Yours and others 
Around our school, our 
home and the homes of 
our friends, there are 
many things we use that 
make our life more 
enjoyable. At home it may 
be the television, the stereo 
or computers. At school it 
may be sports equipment, 
the POD, art materials or 
other equipment in the yard. Whatever we use, we 
need to look after, not just for ourselves but because 
others like to use these things as well. 

 



Respecting property – yours and others -  shows 
everyone that we are thoughtful, considerate and 
friendly children. All part of being an Elwood Kid. 
 

Manners Matter at Elwood Primary School! 

 
Our Global Calendar 
Our Global Calendar is a way to celebrate significant 
cultural and environmental events and is a terrific 
springboard for conversations at home!  What’s on in 
the coming weeks? 
 
26th August: Daffodil Day 

Daffodil Day is one of the Cancer 
Council's most loved fundraising 
events and this year, every 
daffodil and every donation 
grows hope - hope for more 
survivors, hope for better treatments and hope for 
greater support. As the largest merchandise based 
event in the Southern Hemisphere, it's day to support 
all Australians affected by cancer. Website: 
www.daffodilday.com.au 
  

31st August: National Meals on Wheels Day  

National Meals on Wheels Day is an opportunity to 
celebrate the 78,700 volunteers that contribute to their 
community, and is celebrated on the last Wednesday 
in August each year.  
 

1st -7th  September: Spina Bifida Awareness Week 

Spina Bifida Awareness Week 
aims to increase awareness of 
the disease that affects 
roughly 5,000 Australians. 
 

 

 

Month of September: Save the Koala Month  

Save the Koala Month aims to 
raise awareness and funds for 
the conservation of wild koalas 
and their habitats. 

 

Month of September: Foster 
Care Month 

The primary aim of Foster Care Month is to raise the 
profile of fostering in the wider community by 
promoting the great work done by existing substitute 
care services in both the Government and non-
Government sectors. The 
month also creates an 
opportunity to focus on the 
secondary aim of increasing 
recruitment by highlighting 
the ongoing need for the 
recruitment of appropriate 
foster care families. 

2nd  September: Indigenous Literacy Day  

Indigenous Literacy Day aims 
to help raise funds to raise 
literacy levels and improve the 
lives and opportunities of 
Indigenous Australians living 
in remote and isolated regions. 
We need your support to help 
raise funds to buy books and 
literacy resources for children in these communities. 
 

3rd September: National Flag Day 

Australian National Flag day 
celebrates the anniversary of the 
Australian Flag, first flown in 
1901. 

 
 

8th  September: International Literacy Day 

Today one in five adults are illiterate, which causes 
many social and educational issues. International 
Literacy Day is a reminder of the importance of 
literacy. 

 

Enjoy your upcoming weeks, whatever it holds or 
whatever you are celebrating.  We hope to see 
everyone dressed up for Book Week! 
 

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal 

 
 

SCHOOL SORES - Health Alert 
There has been a confirmed case of Impetigo (school 
sores) in the Grade 3.  Impetigo is a rapidly spreading, 
contagious superficial skin infection seen mainly in 
children but it may occur at any age.  The infection 
may present with mildly irritating blisters that become 
pustular and erode rapidly leaving a honey-crusted 
crust.  It often appears around the nose and mouth. 
Local lymph nodes may be enlarged and the affected 
child may occasionally be acutely ill. Students can 
return to school after treatment has commenced and 
the sores must be completely covered with a watertight 
dressing.   If you have any concerns contact your local 
doctor or http://www.rch.org.au/kidsinfo/ for more 
information. 
 

Summer Baseball and T-Ball 

In last weeks Community Link, we published 
information regarding try outs for the St. Kilda 
Baseball Summer competition.  The contact email 
address for Jeff Kuhl was incorrect.  It should have 
read eastonkuhl@ozemail.com.au 
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Postcards at EPS 

There was more excitement than usual in our Kitchen and Garden last Wednesday Week 4. 
 

A segment of “Postcards” TV show interviews and follows a guest celebrity to some of their 
favourite places around Melbourne and Stephanie Alexander picked Elwood Primary! 
 

Host of “Postcards” - another famous chef, Shane Delia, Owner of Maha Restaurant &  

Biggie Smalls filmed with Stephanie in our beautiful garden, showcasing our amazing  

produce.  Shane and Stephanie then headed into our kitchen to make some wonderful  

food created from the harvest. 

We thank Kate Bulling, Janet and Nat’s 3N for taking part and being “extras” in the TV  

program. 

This segment will be on TV on Friday 2 September.  A very special event and an honour that  

our school  was  chosen to be part. 
 

Nicole Richards - Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

Camp Australia - Important Notice to Families 

Team Holiday 

Camp Australia - New OSHC Co ordinator 

What’s Happening at EPS during Week 7 & 8 

Prep 100 Days of School Celebrations Photos 

Maths Challenge 

One Girl Flyer 
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New to Elwood Primary School  




