
Dear Parents 

 
Parent Opinion Survey 
The annual Parent Opinion Survey will 
be sent to 100 randomly selected 
parents this week. If you have been 
selected you should receive your 
survey via mail on Friday. The survey 
is returned to school in a sealed 
envelope and then sent to the 
Department of Education for analysis. 
We receive the results later in the year 
and the data forms a big part of our 
future planning in a range of areas.  

 
If you receive a survey could you 
please ensure you fill it out and return 
it to school by Friday 7th August. In 
previous years we have received 
around 40% of completed surveys and 
we would like all surveys returned so 
that we have more reliable data. 

 
We value your opinion and the survey 
helps us to continually grow and 
become an even better school than we 
presently are. 

 
School Market 
The August market is this Saturday 
and I hope to see as many students 
and parents enjoying the food, coffee 
and our famous market atmosphere as 
possible. It was fantastic to see the 
huge range of cakes, biscuits and slices 
at the last market which raised a 
substantial amount of money for the 
school. You don’t have to be rostered 
on to bake and items can be dropped 
off Friday afternoon or Saturday 
morning. The cake stall adds to the feel 
of the market and keeps the hall abuzz 
with excitement. 

 
Curriculum Day 
Our Curriculum Day on Tuesday was 
a huge success. We spent the day on 
the next step of our VCOP Big Write 
journey.  

 
Areas covered were: 
 A reflection on our journey so far 
 The criterion assessment Scale 
 Cold Writes 
 SMART student goals for writing 
 Data tracking of writing 

 
VCOP Big Write has been a huge 
success in all classrooms with 
significant improvement shown in 
writing noted including punctuation, 
spelling and grammar. A significant 
part of the program is to help students 
up level their writing and have high 
expectations for what they write. 

 
Production “Forever Young” 
Rehearsals are progressing well with 
students starting to get very excited.  A 
detailed notice will come home this 
week including the cost of the bus for 
rehearsal, how you can help, 
performance times, ticket cost and how 
to buy tickets, dvd’s etc.   We also need 
volunteers to help to create the 
costumes, props and sets. If you’re 
interested and have passion and 
expertise in this area please email Kaz 
at  sieger.kaz.k@edumail.vic.gov.au. 

 
Channel 10 at Elwood PS 
This Thursday between 2:45pm and 
3:30pm Channel 10 will be filming 
their weather teaser segment for 
nightly news in the 4N classroom. 
 
Mike Larkan will be recording the 
segment in the classroom highlighting 
a Big Write session. 4N will be 
working in the background and Mike 
will be talking about the VCOP Big 
Write program in the school. 

 
It will be a great opportunity to 
showcase 4N and our writing 
program.   The recording will be 
shown on Thursday night during the 
news at 5:32pm.  
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CALENDAR 
Friday 31 July 

Gr 4 -6 : House Athletics Practice  
 

Saturday 1 August 
Community Market :  
All Grade 1’s rostered 

 

Monday 3 August 
Sovereign Hill : Grade 5 

Health Incursion : Grade 6 
 

Tuesday 4 August 
Sub-committees meet 

 

Wednesday 5 August 
Billy Cart Incursion : Prep 

Grade 1 Dinner 
 

Thursday 6 August 
7.00pm Grade 3 Camp  

Information Session in JLC 
 

Friday 7 August 
Gr 4 -6 : House Athletics Practice 

Ready Set Go for 2016 Preps 
Prep 2016 Enrolments Close 

 

Monday 10 August 
Hands on Science  : Grade 2 
Health Incursion : Grade 6 

3.00pm Assembly with  
Senior Choir performing 

 

Wednesday 12 August 
Gr 4 -6 : House Athletics  

7.00pm Parent Information Night : 
Literacy in JLC 

 

Friday 14 August 
Grade 2 Sleepover 

 

Monday 17 August 
Responsible Pet Ownership : Grade 1 

Health Incursion : Grade 6 

Website :  www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au          Scott Street, Elwood Vic 3184  

Phone :  9531 2762                                                                                         

 Community Market (bookings) : www.trybooking.com/106452                  Fax :  9531 5497 

Enrolments for Prep  

in 2016 close on  

Friday 7 August  

mailto:sieger.kaz.k@edumail.vic.gov.au


P A G E  2  

Staffing News 
This Wednesday is Ariana Peter’s last day before she 
goes on family leave for the birth of her second child. 
Ariana is our Learning and Teaching coach and has 
had a significant impact on all teachers and in turn, all 
students across the school. Her support and 
implementation of the curriculum in the school has 
been profound. Ariana will be back in Term 3 next 
year.  
 
From the start of Term 4 Sara Walsh will return from 
family leave to take on Ariana’s role  fills. Sara is a 
fantastic replacement  and will have a similar impact 
on all staff at EPS. 
 
Supermarket Promotions 
EPS will not be participate in large chain supermarket 
promotions, there is one currently in progress.  This 
type of promotion is not in line with our SC 
Sponsorship Policy and our commitment to support 
local community traders.  
 
School Charges 
Family Statements will be coming home shortly to 
reflect any outstanding charges.  By this time in the 
school year most of these charges should be almost 
fully paid.  Any questions please do not hesitate to 
contact the school office.  If you are experiencing any 
difficulty please see me.   

Rob Csoti 
 

Do you have a Centrelink card? 
Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF)  
Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund payments have 
now been processed. Even though the closing date was 
last term, if you have a Centrelink benefit card and feel 
you may be entitled to this funding please contact the 
school office. 
 

District Soccer 

After winning the Balaclava District Soccer 
Competition, EPS mixed soccer team played at division 
level on Tuesday 21st July at Bailey Reserve. We came 
second overall to Westborn Grammar, who beat us 2-1 

in the decider. We played some fantastic soccer on 
the day, showing great skill and determination in 
very blustery conditions. We defeated St Josephs 
Elsterwick 1-0 (Callum goal), drew with St Andrews 
Bentleigh 1-1 (St Andrews scored with 5 seconds 
remaining from the centre of the pitch), defeated St 
Josephs Malvern 3-1 (Chloe 1, Eli 2) and lost to 
Westbourne Gmr 2-1 (Yianni 1). A massive thanks to 
Andy Vargas who coached the team for the day, his 
professional knowledge and coaching skills helped 
the team immensely. The team had a great season 
and they must be congratulated for their effort and 
sportsmanship. Thankyou to the parents for the 
support at the final. Maybe we can go one step 
further next year.   

Jay Tucker 
 

Health Alert 
There has been a confirmed case of Pertussis or 
Whooping Cough in Prep.  This is a highly 
contagious respiratory infection.  The disease begins 
like a cold and then the characteristic cough develops 
and may last for an extended period.  The whoop is 
not always obvious and vomiting after coughing is 
common.  Babies under 12 months of age are 
particularly at risk.  Medical diagnosis and treatment 
is required. If you have any concerns contact your 
local doctor or visit www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/
bhcv2/bhcarticles.nsf/pages/Whooping_cough. 
 

Electronics Program  
Commencing in Term 3 (Grades 3-6) 
Ever wondered how circuits and circuit board 
components, motors, LEDs, sensors, resistors and 
transistors work? 
 
EPS will be running Electronics sessions over 6 weeks 
on Tuesdays at lunch time in the JLC. This course 
takes a hands-on approach at building electronic 
circuits that perform specific functions that are 
relevant to the real world. Students will build projects 
that can: 
 
 Detect the presence of water 
 Sense whether it is light or dark 
 Create sound effects using light 
 Flash lights like seen at railway level crossings 
 Count objects electronically 
 Simulate a dice roll 
 
We need a minimum of 10 and a maximum of 16 
students to run the course. We will also run an 8 
week course in Term 4. 
 
Please see the flyer for details and register your 
interest with  the school office by next Monday 3rd 
August. 

Jay Tucker 

 



You Can Do It 
Term 3: Persistence 
Persistence means trying hard to do your best and not 
giving up when something feels like it’s too difficult 
or boring. Examples of persistent behavior are 
continuing to try even when schoolwork is hard, not 
being distracted and checking work when it’s finished 
to make sure it’s correct. 
 
This fortnight we will focus on: Teamwork 
 
Why learn the skill of Teamwork? 
 Teamwork is very important at our school and 

used in many ways. You need teamwork if you are 
in a sports team, an Inquiry Team or Investigations, 
a music group or simply a group in your grade. 

 Teamwork is all about working with others to 
produce a team result. It is about using your talents 
and interests with others to achieve something 
together.  

 
What you can try: 
 Encourage others in your group to do their best. 
 Put the team interests in front of your own.  
 Recognise everyone’s contribution to the team and 

congratulate them. 
 
What you can try:  
 Encourage others in your group to do their best. 
 Put the team interests in front of your own.  
 Recognise everyone’s contribution to the team and 

congratulate them. 
 

Manners Matter 
Respecting Adults 
Part of being a friendly and respectful Elwood 
Primary School kid is in Respecting Adults.  
 
There are many adults around our school and homes 
that help us. It may be your teacher or your next door 
neighbour. Sometimes we do not realise it, but these 
people are always looking after us, making sure we 
are safe and happy. 
 
A great way to show these people that we do 
appreciate their help and concern is to show them 
respect. We can do this in lots of ways – by saying 
please and thank you, by giving way, by offering help 
and just by listening when they speak. 
 
Respecting adults is important. All of us would like 
people to respect us and we certainly expect people to 
respect the adults we know well like our parents, 
grandparents and teachers. 
 
Respecting adults shows everyone that we are 
thoughtful, considerate and friendly children. All part 
of being an Elwood Kid. 
 

Our Global Calendar 
Our Global calendar is a way to celebrate 
significant cultural and environmental events and 
is a terrific springboard for conversations at home!  
What’s on in the coming weeks? 

 
The Month of August: Honey 
Money Days 
Honey Money Days aims to raise 
awareness of the plight of 
endangered moon bears farmed 
for their bile in China and  
Vietnam, and highlight Animals Asia's work to end 
this cruel practice.  www.animalsasia.org.au/
honeymoneydays/en/  

 
4th  August: National 
Aboriginal and Islander 
Children's Day (NATICD) 
National Aboriginal and Islander 
Children's Day (NATICD) is a 
celebration of  human rights and  
Indigenous children. Held on 4 August each year, 
NAITCD was first observed by SNAICC in 1988.  

 
8th -16th August:  
Elvis Week 
Each August, Elvis fans from 
around the world gather in 
Memphis for a celebration of 
the music, movies and legacy 
of Elvis Presley. Elvis Week  
always includes traditional events such as the Elvis 
Fan Club Presidents Event, Elvis Insiders Event 
and Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist Contest, plus 
special concerts, panel discussions, dances and 
much more. 

 
9th August: International Day of 
the World's Indigenous People 
This is a day used to celebrate and 
recognize the stories, cultures and 
unique identities of indigenous 
peoples around the world. 

 
12th August: International Youth Day 
International Youth Day is a reminder that 
investment in the world’s youth will provide a 
better future for all. 

 
12th August: World Elephant Day 
World Elephant Day was launched to bring 
attention to the urgent plight of Asian and African 
elephants. The elephant is loved, revered and 
respected by people and cultures around the 
world, yet we balance on the brink of seeing the 
last of this magnificent creature. 

http://www.animalsasia.org.au/honeymoneydays/en/
http://www.animalsasia.org.au/honeymoneydays/en/
http://www.animalsasia.org.au/honeymoneydays/en/
http://www.animalsasia.org.au/honeymoneydays/en/
http://www.snaicc.org.au/children
http://www.snaicc.org.au/children
http://www.snaicc.org.au/children
http://www.graceland.com/elvisweek/
http://www.un.org/en/events/indigenousday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/indigenousday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/youthday/
http://worldelephantday.org/


13th August:  
Left-Handers day 
On 13th August 1992  
the Club launched 
International Left-Handers 
Day, an annual event when 
left-handers everywhere can  
celebrate their sinistrality and increase public 
awareness of the advantages and disadvantages of 
being left-handed.  www.lefthandersday.com  
 
Enjoy your upcoming weeks and whatever you may 
be celebrating! Pop on a little Elvis and your Blue 
Suede Shoes!  

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal 
 

Violin Lessons  
EPS has a new violin teacher, Jessie Regan. Jessie is 
a professional violinist, Alumnus of the Australian 
National Academy of Music and she is offering 
lessons on Tuesdays during school hours.  With a 
friendly and fun dynamic, Jessie is offering paired 
or individual lessons. Paired lesson (2 students): 
$22.00 per half hour or individual lesson: $32.00 per 
half hour. Enrolment forms are available from the 
office.   For further enquiries contact 0448 095 173 or 
email idvist93@gmail.com . 

Kitchen Garden 
This week in the kitchen we enjoyed Asian recipes; 
Mie Goreng, Pumpkin Wontons and Spring Onion 
Pancakes.  It has been lovely to be in the kitchen 
creating warm and nourishing meals during this 
cold weather.  Thank you to all our lemon 
suppliers, we have been preserving lemons, 
making lemon curd and creating other lemon 
recipes. 
 

Thank you for the donations left on our doorstep.  
The plates and cutlery, the pasta maker from 
Christiane (mum of Victor 3C) and equipment 
from Andrea (mum of Kayne 3H) are very much 
appreciated. 
 

Some of our classes are very low on volunteers and 
have nearly been cancelled.  Please volunteer or 
suggest a family member to help us in the kitchen. 
 

Many thanks … 

Janet & Catherine … Kitchen Specialists 
 

Attachments :   
Enhanced Learning Program 
Indigenous Children's Literacy Day 
Trivia Night Tally 
Kids Unlimited— Electronics Program 
Camp Australia 

Book Week is coming 

Monday 24 - Friday 28 August  

 

There are a number of activities here at Elwood Primary 
School during book week. 

 

** Tuesday 25 August ** 
Prep Grandparents Day 
Book Character Parades  

(students dress-up as their favourite book character) 

During the week Authors will be visiting all grades and include : 
 

Glenda Millard : Her story ‘The Duck & the Darklings’ is currently shortlisted for this years prestigious 
‘Picture Book of the Year’ award. 
 

Marc McBride :  Has illustrated over fifty book covers and countless magazines and has had work exhibited 
with the New York Society of illustrators.  He is best known for his illustrations in the Deltora Quest series, 
written by Emily Rodda.  
 

David Miller :  A leading Australian children’s book author/illustrator with a hugely impressive track 
record. His unique paper sculptures are of the highest artistic merit and he has a consummately professional 
approach to all he undertakes.’  
 

Craig Smith : He is the performer and author of The Wonky Donkey, the biggest selling picture book in 
Australia in 2010. It is still amongst the top three best selling children’s picture books. 
 

Damean Posner :  He recently published his first novel Helix and the Arrival. He has previously had work 
published in The School Magazine, a play performed at the Sydney Short+Sweet theatre festival and short 
stories. His special interest is archaeology, which is evidenced by the holes in his backyard.  
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