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Dear Parents 
  
AGM – Annual Report 
On May 18 the Annual Report for our 
achievements in 2016 were presented 
at our Annual General Meeting. 
  
A full copy of the  Annual Report is 
available on the school’s website 
www.elwoodprimary.vic.gov.au This 
report is populated with data collected 
by the Department of Education & 
Training relating to our school’s 
academic achievement and summaries 
of our parent, student and staff 
surveys. It also includes key areas that 
we will be working on in 2017 as well 
as a financial report of our school 
finances on 31 December  2016. 
  
Our performances are compared to 
similar schools and not the state mean. 
In Victoria our similar schools are 
deemed to be schools that have a high 
socio economic standing based on 
parent occupations and education. 
Schools are only compared against 
schools with the same socio economic 
standing. 
  
Student Achievement 
Our results against teacher judgements 
(progression points on the December 
Reports) and NAPLAN place us 

similar to our similar schools and 
higher than similar schools in 
NAPLAN reading in Grade 5. See 
Chart A below and B over. 
                                                
Our high re lative growth is 
exceptional; that is the amount of 
learning growth from Grade 3 
NAPLAN to Grade 5 NAPLAN no 
matter what the starting point of the 
students is. Our average score was 38% 
with the state average being 21%.   
  
Student Survey- Attitudes to school 
Our students perception of school 
safety and connectedness to school 
have our school higher than similar 
schools which is a huge endorsement 
of our schools programs and 
philosophy around values and 
relationships.  See Chart C. 
 
Staff & Parent Surveys 
These surveys are not compared to 
similar schools. The parent survey 
variable around overall satisfaction 
was above the state mean with the staff 
survey placing us well above the state 
in all areas surveyed. 
  
All in all Elwood PS had an 
exceptional  year  in all areas in 2016.   
I would like to thank our School 
Council for their committed and 
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CALENDAR 
Thursday 1 June 

Curriculum Day - Student Free 
 

Friday 2 June 
9.30am Biggest Morning Tea 
Winter Sport - Grade 5 & 6 

 

Saturday 3 June 
Community Market with  

Grade 5 Rostered 
 

Monday 5 June 
3.00pm Assembly with Grade 3 & 4 

Choir performing 
 

Wednesday 7 June 
National Gallery of Victoria  
excursion for 1D, 1J & 1RT  
3.30pm Enhanced Learning 

 

Friday 9 June 
Winter Sport - Grade 5 & 6 

 

Monday 12 June 
Public Holiday - Queens Birthday 

 

Tuesday 13 June 
Bike Ed - Grade 5 

 

Wednesday 14 June 
Bike Ed - Grade 5 

3.30pm Enhanced Learning 
 

Thursday 15 June 
Bookstore Visit - 5J 

7.15pm School Council 
 

Friday 16 June 
Winter Sport - Grade 5 & 6 

Bookstore Visit - 3V 

Monday 12 June 

Public Holiday  

Queen’s Birthday 

Chart A 
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tireless work to continually improve our school. Our 
school leadership team and teaching staff do an 
exceptional job and always strive to do the best for 
your children. I would also like to thank our parents 
who are highly engaged, committed and enthusiastic 
not only about their own child’s learning but the 
learning of all students at Elwood PS. 
 
New Reports 
As of this year, the Department of Education & 
Training are asking schools to move from a uniformed 
and mandated report format to one that fits their 
school community, students, staff and needs. 
 
We are slowly working on this process with the 
Leadership Team researching various report formats 
and layouts, talking to staff and then later in the year, 
surveying and working with you – the Community. 
 
In the meantime, our reports will have only a few 
modifications with a new report format coming in 
Semester 2; which will include consultation with you. 
 
One modification that we have made already is the 
removal of the A-E rating. Use of the A-E scale has 
been criticised by many parents, students, teachers and 
schools, as where a “C” represents a “Consolidating”, 
“Satisfactory” or “Expected” level of achievement, this 
“C” scale does not actually recognise students working 
at a high level and certainly does not reflect the 
progress a student has made when many students 
receive the same A-E  scale  year  after  year  after  
year. 
 
Most schools have removed the A-E rating from their 
report as we have. 
 
We still have individual student achievement shown 
through a graphic representation related to an age 
expected level, individual comments, student 
behaviour and effort in class and absences. 
 
We look forward to working with you on our decision-
making about reporting student achievement at our 
school level rather than at a system level for all schools 
and then providing you with a report that will reflect 
our teaching and learning programs at Elwood 
Primary.  
 
We will ensure that our reports continue to be clear, 
individualised and provide accurate information on 
your child’s learning progress related to the Victorian 
Curriculum. 
 
Triple Zero Hero 
Harry Reynolds from Grade 3 has been recognised as 
the triple zero hero this year fro his calm response in 
contacting triple zero last year after an accident in the 
family home. Congratulations Harry. Harry was also 
interviewed on the ABC radio. The article from the 
Herald Sun this week is attached to the newsletter. 

Elwood’s Biggest Morning Tea 
Join Elwood’s wonderful community and support the 
Biggest Morning Tea this Friday 2 June from 9.15 to 
11.00am in the EPS Hall.  Bring a gold coin donation 
and enjoy a delicious morning tea while listening to 
the EPS Senior Choir. EPS dad and cancer survivor, 
Dan Thomas will be our host. There will be raffles 
and the great EPS Bake-off!   All money raised will 
help the Cancer Council fund vital cancer research, 
prevention programs, advocacy and support services.  
See flyer attached. 

Rob Csoti 
 

Policy Review 
As part of the School Council Committee, the 
Strategic Planning and Policy Sub-Committee have 
been reviewing policies for our school. Attached to 
this newsletter are two policies ready for review by 
the school community; Student Assessment and 
Fundraising by Students.   
 
We welcome any feedback to these policies before 
going through School Council for ratification.  If you 
have any feedback, please feel free to contact me on 
richards.nicole. l@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal 

 

Mid-Year Soiree 2017 
I’m looking forward to our next concert which with 
be Tuesday 27th June 2017 in the JLC at 4:45pm. All 
Students learning with Dean or Jesse are invited to 
perform a completed piece for a friendly and 
enthusiastic audience of friends and family. If you’re 
learning an instrument outside school please join in! 
You can get a form from the office or Kaz in the Music 
Room. Everybody intending on performing please 
return the form so that we can make a program with 
your name and the title of the song you’re playing.  

 
Thank to our wonderful teachers for preparing the 
students and I hope you all have a great time at the 
concert. Good luck! 

Kaz Sieger 
 

EPS Quiz of  the Century 
It's true, our Biennial School Fundraiser is locked and 
loaded for 2017. This year the Quiz of the Century 
(previously known as Trivia Pursuit) will be held 
on Friday 21 July at the    St Kilda Town Hall. SAVE 
THE DATE for what promises to be a fun event, filled 
with lots of amazing prizes, a bar, curry in a bowl (Or 
BYO food and drinks), live and silent auction items, a 
DJ and more. In previous years, we as a community, 
have raised between $16,000 and $30,000, updating 
and replacing well needed educational tools for our 
classrooms. This year we hope to raise funds for 5 
more interactive white boards for our prep 
classrooms and possibly    contributing    towards    
the upgrade of the yellow slide playground.  



Be quick there are only 400 tickets available (40 tables 
x 10). Tickets selling NOW on Qkr! Pre-purchase your 
curry (Thai Green Eggplant, Beef Rendang or a 
Chicken Penang, served with rice, roti, herbs, shallots, 
peanuts, in a biodegradable, microwavable bowl with 
a lid and cutlery brought to you by Mr Tuppy) also on 
Qkr for $15.00. (Curries, if not sold out, may be 
available on the night at $20.00 - cash only). 

Julie Rovis 
0418 562 095 

 

You Can Do It 
Term 2: Organisation 
Organisation means setting a goal to do your best in 
your school work, listening carefully to your teacher’s 
instructions, planning your time so that you are not 
rushed, having all your supplies ready and keeping 
track of your assignment and homework due dates. 
Being organised helps you to learn at your best. 

 
This fortnight we will focus on:  
Consequences and Rights 
To become good citizens, we need to understand 
rights and responsibilities as well as consequences for 
our actions, both good and bad.  

 
A citizen is a member of a community. That 
community can be small, like a classroom or school, or 
large, like a city, state, or country. The global 
community includes everyone on Earth. Everyone is a 
member of a community and everyone has a 
responsibility to maintain it. 

 
A responsibility is a duty or something someone 
should do. A responsibility can be a chore at home or 
school or it can be following rules, helping other 
community members and making positive changes. 
When someone works to help the whole community, 
he or she works for the common good. Obeying laws 
is an important responsibility. A law is a rule set by a 
community that tells how to behave or act. Different 
communities have different laws.  

 
If a community member breaks a law, there are 
consequences. Laws also help protect citizens’ rights.  
A right is a freedom that is protected. Citizens of 
different countries have different rights. These rights 
include freedom of speech, freedom of expression, 
and freedom of religion.  

 
All children, like adults have rights, but they also have 
responsibilities. Everyone has the right to practice 
their own religion, but everyone has the responsibility 
to respect people of different religions. In school, 
every child has the right to learn, but every child has 
the responsibility of arriving to school on time, 
completing homework and following school and class 
rules.  

Children as well as adults make decisions every day. 
Even young children regularly choose how they will 
behave, which toys or games they would like to play 
with, which books they would like to have read to 
them, or which television shows they would like to 
watch. As children get older they make bigger 
decisions that often involve their family, their friends 
and their schoolwork. The kinds of decisions children 
make affect their wellbeing, their relationships and 
their success. So, what can we do to think about our 
actions and consequences? 
 

Do: 
use self talk such as “Stop, I’d better think about this 
first.”  
*see things from different angles  
*think ahead and plan, consider the consequences    
    
Don’t: 
*focus on one aspect of a situation    
*focus just on yourself 
*want things right now and not think first 
*see other people’s points of view 
*make decisions based on a whim 
 

YOU CAN DO IT! 
 

Manners Matter  
This fortnight, we are focusing on 
the skill of negotiating. 
 

Negotiation involves trying to get 
what you want by firstly working out what the other 
person wants and trying to give it to them. 
 

Negotiating needs to be planned and each side has to 
complete their side of the bargain. For example, you 
might want a ride to footy training so you negotiate 
with Mum or Dad to give you a lift and in return you 
will put the rubbish out. If you don’t keep up your 
end of the bargain, you won’t be trusted the next time 
and you will have to work on negotiating again. 
 

Negotiation Do’s: 
*Do decide what you want 
*Do think about what the other person might want in 
return 
*Do pick a good time to ask 
*Do use a friendly voice 
*If you can’t work out what the other person wants in 
return, ask them directly 
*Do keep your side of the bargain 
 

Negotiation Don’ts: 
*Don’t ask at inconvenient times (e.g. when the other 
person is busy or talking to someone else) 
*Don’t use a grizzly, whingeing voice 
*Don’t threaten or sulk or get angry if you don’t get 
what you want. You can always try again. 
 

Manners Matter! All part of being an Elwood Kid. 



Our Global Calendar 
Our Global calendar is a way to celebrate significant 
cultural and environmental events and is a terrific 
springboard for conversations at home! What’s on in the 
coming weeks? 

 
3rd June: Mabo Day 
Mabo Day commemorates the 
anniversary of the 1992 High Court 
decision in the case brought by 
Eddie Mabo and others which 
recognised the existence in 
Australia of native title rights. The 
historic court decision buried the legal description of early 
Australia as 'terra nullius', or 'no man's land." 
 
4 June: National Whale Day 
National Whale Day is a celebration 
of the whales and dolphins that 
migrate to our coastlines annually 
and Australia's position as a world  
leader in whale conservation. 
National Whale Day provides an opportunity to raise 
awareness of, and discuss solutions to, the threats facing 
whales and their environment including whaling, noise 
pollution, vessel strikes, marine debris and by-catch, 
entanglement and climate change. 
 
4 June: Pentecost - Christian 
Pentecost is a Christian celebration of the fiftieth day after 
Easter. Pentecost Sunday, which marks the end of the 
Easter season in the Christian calendar, celebrates the 
descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles. 

8 June: Tara Day (Buddhist) 
The eighth of every month is Tara Day. Tara is a 
female Buddha, whose name means Rescuer; she 
is the embodiment of swift compassion. 
Buddhists believe if they rely upon Tara sincerely 
and with strong faith, she will protect them from 
all obstacles and fulfill all wishes. 
 

12 June: World Day Against Child Labour 
World Day Against Child Labour aims to focus 
attention on the global extent of child labour and 
the efforts needed to eliminate it. 
 

12-18 June: International Men's Health Week 
International Men's Health Week aims to increase 
awareness of the importance of good health in 
men, boys and their families. 
 

14 June: World Blood Donor Day 
World Blood Donor Day is a reminder of the 
importance of blood donation. 1 in 3 people will 
need blood in their lifetime, while just 1 in 30 
people currently donate. For more information 
visit  www.who.int/worldblooddonorday/en/ 
 

Enjoy your upcoming weeks, whatever it holds 
or whatever you are celebrating!  

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal 
 

Attachments:   
Harry makes the Right Call 
Review : Fundraising & Student Assessment Policy 
Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea 
Afternoon at the Movies 
Quiz of the Century 

http://www.aboriginalheritage.org/news/2013/mabo-day/
http://www.nationalwhaleday.com.au/
http://www.un.org/en/events/childlabourday/
http://www.menshealthweek.org.au/En/Default.aspx
http://www.who.int/worldblooddonorday/en/
http://www.who.int/worldblooddonorday/en/

















