
Dear Parents 
 

Lateness 
A vast numbers of students are 
arriving late to school each day. I see 
many parents and students arriving 
after the bell on a regular basis.  
 

What is the impact of lateness? 

 Students miss vital time to settle 
in for the day 

 Teachers must delay the start of 
their lessons or your child misses 
the introduction to the first 
session of the day 

 All this adds up to missed 
learning time which is not 
acceptable 

 

5-10 minutes per day is nearly an 
hour a week of missed learning; a 
day per month; 4 days per term 
which could lead to 12 days per year. 
 

Could you please make every effort 
to ensure your child is at school on 
time so that the start of the day can 
be a smooth as possible. 
 

Extra Curricula Activities at EPS 
Extra curricula activities are activities 
and programs that occur at school 
outside of our normal classroom 
programs. We provide many of these 
activities to give each student an 
opportunity to pursue a special 
interest or a different method               
of learning. These programs lead to 
heightened engagement by students 
and help provide a very rounded 
education. Schools can decide how 
many of these activities are offered.  
 

At EPS we are proud to offer 25 extra 
curricula activities. 
 

Extra Curricula activities include: 

 Aerobics teams 

 Bolt (Bikes over Lunch time) 

 Chess Club 

 Choirs : Grade 1, 2, 3/4 & 5/6  

 Computer Clubs - Jnr & Snr  

 Drama Time 

 Footy card trading 

 Future Foundations (Saturday art 
classes) 

 Guitar lessons 

 House Art classes 

 House Sport at Lunchtime  

 Kelly Sports  

 Keyboard lessons 

 Lunchtime Art Club 

 Mini Picasso’s (afterschool Art) 

 Orchestra 

 Percussion lessions 

 Premiers’ Reading Challenge  

 Running Club 

 TOM – Tournament of the Minds 

 Ukulele lessons 

 Violin lessons 

 Woodwind & Brass lessons 

 Writers Club 
 

Port Phillip Interschool Chess 
Tournament 
There are still places available for 
students to be part of the Elwood 
Chess Team on Friday 5 June.  If your 
child is interested please collect an 
entry form from the school office. 
 

AGM – Annual Report 
Last Wednesday night our Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) was held. At 
the AGM a summary of the 2014 
school year was given. A copy of the 
Annual Report is available on our 
website. The report covers our school 
context, strategies for the 2015 school 
year, data from various surveys, a 
financial summary and student 
achievement tables. 
 

Camps, Sports & Excursion Funding  
The Victorian Government have 
unveiled a new $148 million initiative 
to ensure all Victorian students can 
take part in school trips and sporting 
activities.  The Camps, Sports and 
Excursions Fund (CSEF) will run 
over four years and provide 
payments for eligible students to 
attend camps, sports and excursions. 
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CALENDAR 
Thursday 28 May 

4E & 4N Bookstore visit 
 

Friday 29 May 
Winter Sport - Grade 5 & 6 

Ready Set Go Transition Program  
for 2016 Preps 

 

Tuesday 2 June 
Division Cross Country - qualifying 

students only 
 

Wednesday 3 June 
Silly Science Incursion - Prep 

 

Thursday 4 June 
5N Bookstore visit 

 

Friday 5 June 
Winter Sport - Grade 5 & 6 

Interschool Chess Tournament 
 

Monday 8 June 
Public Holiday - No school 

Queen’s Birthday 
 

Friday 12 June 
Winter Sport - Grade 5 & 6 

Ready Set Go Transition Program  
for 2016 Preps 

 

Saturday 13 June 
Community Market - all  

Grade 5’s rostered 
 

Monday 15 June 
Regional Cross Country - selected 

students only 
 

Thursday 18 June 
7.15pm School Council 

 

Friday 19 June 
Winter Sport - Grade 5 & 6 

 

Mon 22 - Wed 24 June 
Asia Celebration 

 

Monday 22 June 
7.00pm Family Life Parent Session 

for Grades 5 & 6 

Website :  www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au          Scott Street, Elwood Vic 3184  

Phone :  9531 2762                                                                                         

 Community Market (bookings) : www.trybooking.com/106452                  Fax :  9531 5497 



P A G E  2  

Families holding a valid means-tested concession card 
or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply. $125 
per year will be paid for eligible primary school 
students, with $225 per year paid for eligible secondary 
school students. Payments will go directly to the school 
and be tied to the student.  Visit the school office for an 
application form or more information. 
 

Jodie Scanlon 
Last Friday the staff said goodbye to Jodie Scanlon who 
has been a part of EPS over the last 24 years. Jodie has 
been heavily involved in OSHC, school sport, camps, 
school productions and grounds maintenance. 
More than that however Jodie has been someone who 
has given so much of herself to EPS being a warm and 
calming presence over the last 24 years. 
 

School Council has seen it as very fitting to 
acknowledge Jodie by awarding her a place on the ‘EPS 
for outstanding contribution to our School Community’ 
plaque. The inscription will read; “24 years of generous 
and heartfelt contribution to EPS school life’. The 
plaque is on display outside my office.  We wish Jodie 
all the best as she moves to Licola to work full time at 
the Licola camp. 
 

Alex & Elsternwick Bowls Club  
On Monday at assembly Alex was presented with a 
new set of bowls by the Elsternwick Bowls Club.  Alex 
participated in bowls sessions in Term 4 last year as 
part of our sports program.  He enormously enjoyed 

the sessions and asked Elsternwick Bowls Club for a 
second hand set of bowls so he could pursue his 
passion for the sport.   
 

The Bowls Club were so taken by this that they 
organised a new set which they proudly presented to 
Alex at assembly on Monday.  There was an article in 
the local Leader - see below.  Thanks to the 
Elsternwick Bowls Club for their support - once again 
community spirit shines through. 

Rob Csoti 
 

From the School Council President 
The new School Council met in March. We farewelled 
Kirsty Cleland and Gary March and thanked them for 
their contributions over the past 5 years (Kirsty) and 2 
years (Gary). We welcomed Michael Newton and 
Glen McCann as parent representatives and Jay 
Tucker as a DET representative. Christina Redlich 
and Barb Luebbers were again co-opted as 
community members. 
 

I was re-elected as President for my sixth year.  As 
my youngest daughter is in her final year at EPS, I 
plan to complete this role at the end of 2015.  I am still 
excited about the journey that EPS is on, and look for 
to working with Rob to achieve the vision for the 
school. It has been and continues to be a privilege to 
hold this role. We also welcomed Anna Marinovich 
as the Vice President of the School Council. 
 

 



A major project for School Council this year includes 
the provision of solar power for the school. This 
project will have major environmental, economic and 
importantly, educational benefits for our children. We 
have been fortunate to secure $5,000 from the Bendigo 
Community Bank, and School Council has agreed to 
underwrite the difference, largely from School Market 
funds, if another source of funding is not found. 
 
We also look forward to strengthening the Elwood 
Learning Hub (which will be further enhanced by the 
State Government’s commitment of Budget funds to 
build Stage 1 of the Elwood College Master Plan), and 
the interaction between the three sites. A strategic 
plan for the Hub has been adopted, which will help 
target our work. 
 
This year School Council will be working through  a 
number of key  policies, including : 

 Excursions/Incursions 

 School Uniform 

 Special Religious Instruction 

 Anaphylaxis Management 

 First Aid  

 Sun Smart 

 Student Engagement and Inclusion 

 2015 Annual Implementation Plan 

 Community Market Facebook Policy  

 Student Assessment and Reporting 

 Privacy and Information to other Schools; and  

 Complaints and Concerns Policy.  
 
We encourage parental input into these policies, as 
they help shape the way the school achieves its vision. 
We also welcome parents joining the Sub Committees 
of the school, which include Strategic Planning, 
Community Engagement and Communication, 
Environment and Grounds, plus Finance. 

Towards the end of this year, we will also start 
planning for the school’s centenary, in 2017. 
Another challenging and exciting year lies ahead 
for School Council, and I look forward to being 
part of it. 

John Richardson 
School Council President  

 

You Can Do It! 
Term 2 : Organising 
Organisation means setting a goal to do your best 
in your school work, listening carefully to your 
teacher’s instructions, planning your time so that 
you are not rushed, having all your supplies ready 
and keeping track of your assignment and 
homework due dates. Being organised helps you 
to learn at your best. 
 

This fortnight we will focus on:  
Consequences and Rights 

 

To become good citizens, we need to understand 
rights and responsibilities as well as consequences 
for our actions, both good and bad.   A citizen is a 
member of a community. That community can be 
small, like a classroom or school, or large, like a 
city, state, or country. The global community 
includes everyone on Earth. Everyone is a member 
of a community and everyone has a responsibility 
to maintain it. 
 
A responsibility is a duty or something someone 
should do. A responsibility can be a chore at home 
or school or it can be following rules, helping other 
community members and making positive 
changes. When someone works to help the whole 
community, he or she works for the common good. 
Obeying laws is an important responsibility.         



A law is a rule set by a community that tells how to 
behave or act. Different communities have different 
laws.   If a community member breaks a law, there are 
consequences. Laws also help protect citizens’ rights.  
 

A right is a freedom that is protected. Citizens of 
different countries have different rights. These rights 
include freedom of speech, freedom of expression, and 
freedom of religion.  
 

All children, like adults have rights, but they also have 
responsibilities. Everyone has the right to practice their 
own religion, but everyone has the responsibility to 
respect people of different religions. In school, every 
child has the right to learn, but every child has the 
responsibility of arriving to school on time, completing 
homework and following school and class rules.  
 

Children as well as adults make decisions every day. 
Even young children regularly choose how they will 
behave, which toys or games they would like to play 
with, which books they would like to have read to 
them, or which television shows they would like to 
watch. As children get older they make bigger decisions 
that often involve their family, their friends and their 
schoolwork. The kinds of decisions children make affect 
their wellbeing, their relationships and their success. 
So, what can we do to think about our actions and 
consequences? 
 

 Do:     
 use self talk such as “Stop, I’d better think about this 

first.” 
 see things from different angles 
 see other people’s points of view 
 think ahead and plan, consider the consequences 
 

Don’t: 
 *focus on one aspect of a situation    
 *focus just on yourself 
 *want things right now and not think first 
 *make decisions based on a whim 
 

Manners Matter  
This fortnight, we are focusing on the skill of 
negotiating. 
 
Negotiation involves trying 
to get what you want by 
firstly working out what the 
other person wants and 
trying to give it to them. 
 
Negotiating needs to be planned and each side has to 
complete their side of the bargain. For example, you 
might want a ride to footy training so you negotiate 
with Mum or Dad to give you a lift and in return you 
will put the rubbish out. If you don’t keep up your end 
of the bargain, you won’t be trusted the next time and 
you will have to work on negotiating again. 
 

Negotiation Do’s: 

 Do decide what you want 

 Do think about what the other person might want 
in return 

 Do pick a good time to ask 

 Do use a friendly voice 

 If you can’t work out what the other person 
wants in return, ask them directly 

 Do keep your side of the bargain 
 
Negotiation Don’ts: 
*Don’t ask at inconvenient times (e.g. when the other 
person is busy or talking to someone else) 
*Don’t use a grizzly, whingeing voice 
*Don’t threaten or sulk or get angry if you don’t get 
what you want. You can always try again. 
 
Manners Matter at Elwood Primary 

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal 
 

Garden News 
Volunteers are essential to the success of our kitchen 
garden program. To mark volunteer week, the 
children presented each of our garden volunteers 
with a strawberry plant which the children had 
propagated from the runners on the plants in our 
garden. Thankyou to all our volunteers who support 
our classes even during the recent inclement 
weather!  

 
Donations   
The Gulliver family and Haar’s nursery recently 
donated a huge tray of seedlings. This nursery 
specialises in ‘superfoods’ and unusual edible plants.  
Our new plants are becoming established in the 
garden and we are looking forward to using produce 
such as sorrel, olive herb, curry leaves and purple 
carrots in the kitchen.  If you are interested in Haar’s 
products, they are available at Bunnings.   
 
One of our community volunteers, Sue Gray, 

donated a number of rhubarb and asparagus plants. 
 
Citywide recently donated and delivered a pile of 
mulch for use in the garden (see photo next page). 



Thank you to our community for their support.  We 
are still looking for help with: 
 

 Chooks : more families to feed the chooks over 
the weekends or holidays. 

 Manure : does anyone have a source of horse, 
cow or sheep manure? 

 Pruning : the fruit trees will need to be pruned 
over winter – can you help? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Kate Bulling … Garden Specialist 

bulling.kathleen.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

News from the SAKG Kitchen  
Many thanks for the generous donations of dry 
goods, vegetables, lemons and tea towels, they are 
very much  appreciated.   
 

We have been frantically making pasta in the kitchen, 
fettuccini, lasagne, ravioli and spaghetti which the 
children love making and eating!!  Unfortunately our 
pasta machines are struggling.  We were lucky to 
have one donated but ideally need a few so that all 
children experience pasta making. If you have one 
you no longer use or need, we would love to have 
another one.  We are also very low on cutlery if 
anyone has spare at home that would be fantastic. 
 

Thank you to all our lovely volunteers especially 
since it has just been Volunteers Week; as the 
children say, ‘we could not have this program 
without you’. 
 

Last weekend we covered Allergy Awareness week 
which focussed on Awareness, Avoidance and 
Action. 

Janet & Catherine … Kitchen Specialists 
 

School Production 
We are right in the middle of preparing for our 
school production this year. It will be called ‘Forever 
Young’ and features the story of a young girl who, 
while looking after her Grandfather discovers his 
past by reading a diary. The show takes place in the 
past and in the present.  

Students will be dancing and singing songs from 
the 1960’s and we will see icons from the era such 
as, Bob Dylan and Elvis. Our main characters 
teach us about life and times of the 60’s. All the 
while on a journey to discover the confidence and 
hope that you can become anyone you want in 
life. The show features songs such as Twist and 
Shout, Born To Be Wild, Rhythm of Life, My 
Favourite Things and Monster Mash.  
 

Good luck to everybody who is auditioning for a 
part, you will find out when your audition is 
soon! Rehearsals for students are set to commence 
in earnest from the very beginning of Term 3! 
 

Remember the date, Tuesday 8th September, 

6:30pm at The Palais. I would like to say again 
that we wouldn’t be able to run the school 
production without the support and 
contributions from the EPS staff and volunteers 
from the community.  
 

The music for our concert will again be supplied 
by our very parents who have generously joined 
the      In-House band. We’ll be ready to rock and 
dive into the sounds of the 60’s. 

Kaz Sieger … Music  
 

Our Global Calendar 
Each newsletter will inform you of global events 
and is a way to celebrate significant cultural and 
environmental events. This section of the 
newsletter is a terrific springboard for 
conversations at home! So, what’s on in the 
coming weeks? 
 

27th May: World MS Day 
World MS Day is a day to 
educate and inform people  
across the world about the different types of 
access issues faced by people with Multiple 
Sclerosis. 
 

30th-31st May: Red Shield Appeal 
Each year The Salvation Army provides 
assistance to over one million Australians. To 
continue providing their high quality 
community services, they need you to 
support their Red Shield Appeal. You can get 
involved by either becoming one of their 
100,000 volunteer collectors or giving money to 
their door knockers or online Red Shield 
donations campaign. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bulling.kathleen.k@edumail.vic.gov.au


1st June: Day of Vesak / Saka 
Dawa (Tibetan) - Buddhist 
"Vesak", the Day of the Full 
Moon in the month of May, is 
the most sacred day to millions 
of Buddhists around the world. 
It was on the Day of Vesak two and a half millennia 
ago, in the year 623 B.C., that the Buddha was born. It 
was also on the Day of Vesak that the Buddha attained 
enlightenment, and it was on the Day of Vesak that 
the Buddha in his eightieth year passed away. 
 
3rd June: Mabo Day 
Mabo Day commemorates the 
anniversary of the 1992 High 
Court decision in the case 
brought by Eddie Mabo and  
others which recognised the 
existence in Australia of native 
title rights. The historic court decision buried the legal 
description of early Australia as 'terra nullius', or 'no 
man's land." 

7th June: National Whale Day 
Launched in 2008, National Whale Day is a 
celebration of the whales and dolphins that migrate 
to our coastlines annually and Australia's position 
as a world leader in whale conservation. National 
Whale Day provides an opportunity to raise 
awareness of, and discuss solutions to, the threats 
facing whales and their environment including 
whaling, noise pollution, vessel strikes, marine 
debris and by-catch, entanglement and climate 
change. 
 

Enjoy your upcoming weeks, whatever it holds or 
whatever you are celebrating!  

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal 
 

Attachments :   
Financial Assistance for Parents 
What’s Happening during Weeks 7 & 8 EPS 
Skiers & Borders 
Camp Australia 
Interschool Chess Tournament 
Elwood Pursuit 

http://www.un.org/en/events/vesakday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/vesakday/













