
Dear Parents 
 

Staffing 

The time has come to say goodbye to 

Ellie Dodd, Suzie Knorr and Brooke  

Crawford who will leave us on 

Friday for the birth of their first 

children. 
 

All have made a significant impact on 

Elwood PS. Both Suzie and Ellie have 

been team leaders and key drivers in 

the curriculum development and 

implementation in the school and, in 

turn, their teams. They have both 

been members of our leadership team 

and I have personally been very 

grateful for their support. It goes 

without saying that their students 

will miss them dearly. 

 

Brooke has done an exceptional job as 

a teacher and her team and students 

will miss her. She has been heavily 

involved in our literacy development 

and her commitment to her students 

learning and wellbeing is amazing. 
 

We are very lucky however, to have 

Ryan Buoy take 4E, Rochelle Francis 

take 5B and Christine Lomp taking 

PS. We are very happy to find three 

great teachers to take over for the rest 

of the year. Please make Ryan, 

Rochelle and Christine very welcome 

to our Elwood PS community. 

 

SRI 

Opt in forms for Jewish SRI were sent 

out in March. After collating the 

responses returned there were 

insufficient numbers to administer 

this program in the school. There are 

no SRI classes at Elwood PS this year. 

 

NAPLAN Testing 

NAPLAN testing will take place in 

two weeks’ time in the week 

beginning Monday 11 May. All 

parents of Grade 3 and 5 students 

will receive a booklet and letter from 

myself further explaining the 

NAPLAN process early next week. 
 

Yarrabah 

The Prep team from Yarrabah PS in 

Cairns who visited just before the last 

school holidays have sent an email 

and pictures below highlighting the 

impact of their visit. 

“I thought you may be interested in 

some of the alterations our Prep 

teachers have made in their 

classrooms since our visit to your 

school.  We took away some great 

ideas which we thought would 

complement our explicit teaching 

agenda and I am very proud of our 

p r e p  t e a c h e r s  w h o  h a v e 

enthusiastically embraced some key 

aspects of “Investigative Play” (as we 

are terming it).  It is still obviously a 

work in progress and we are still to 

purchase more resources and 

storage.  Amanda, Natalie and Cara 

have been very happily and 

enthusiastically spending large sums 

of  money to set  up their 

facilities.  The sharing of knowledge 

is extending beyond our school gates 

to our Pre-Prep and we are currently 

in the early stages of engaging with 

the day care facility to establish links 

and smooth transitions into pre-prep 

29 April 2015 
No. 6 

Newsletter 

CALENDAR 
Thursday 30 April 

4A  & 4J Bookstore visit 
 

Friday 1 May 
Winter Sport - Grade 5 & 6 

 

Saturday 2 May 
Community Market -  
all Grades 6 Rostered 

 

Monday 4 May 
Melbourne Museum - Grade 2 

House Cross Country - Grades 3 to 6 
 

Tuesday 5 May 
Sub committees meet 

 

Wednesday 6 May 
Interschool Competition 

Enhanced Learning commences 
 

Thursday 7 May 
Mad about Science - 4A, 4J & 4N 

Mothers Day Stall 
 

Friday 8 May 
Mothers Day Stall 

Winter Sport - Grade 5 & 6 
 

Monday 11 May 
3.00pm Assembly - Senior Choir 

 

Tuesday 12 May 
NAPLAN 

 

Wednesday 13 May 
NAPLAN 

 

Thursday 14May 
NAPLAN 

Professor Bunsen - Grade 4 
 

Friday 15 May 
Winter Sport - Grade 5 & 6 

 

Education Week  17 - 23 May 
 

Tuesday 19 May 
3H Bookstore visit 

 

Wednesday 20 May 
3V Bookstore visit 

Website :  www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au          Scott Street, Elwood Vic 3184  

Phone :  9531 2762                                                                                         

 Community Market (bookings) : www.trybooking.com/106452                  Fax :  9531 5497 
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and then school.   

I am hoping you may remember how the classrooms 

were set up so that the attached photos make more 

sense to you.  “  Rebecca Forgie Yarrabah State School 

 

ANZAC Day 

Congratulations to our Year 4 teachers and students 

who put on the most amazing ANZAC assemblies last 

Friday. They were heartfelt and an example of some 

very authentic learning that took place in our Year 4 

classrooms. 

 

Our senior choir also sang, the National Anthem with 

Elwood College and “The Last ANZAC ”at the Elwood 

ANZAC Day ceremony on Saturday morning. Our 

Choir sounded beautiful on what was a cold and wet 

morning adding a somewhat sombre tone to the event 

making reflection around ANZAC Day even more 

poignant. 

 

Elwood  Hub Students Meet with Minister 
SRC members from Elwood College and Elwood 
Primary had the opportunity to grill our local Members 
of Parliament on Tuesday, 28 April. 

Member for Albert Park Martin Foley (and a Victorian 
Government Minister) joined a Hub SRC meeting, 
along with the Member for the Southern Metropolitan 
Region Philip Dalidakis. 
 
The parliamentarians faced some interesting questions, 
including, 'What do I have to do to become a Minister?' 
and 'What's happening with the master plan funding'. 
These students really do have what it takes for a life in 
politics! 
 
In positive news for the College, Minister Foley's 
response is that we should hope for the master plan to 
proceed "in the very near future". 
 
Our students also faced some intense questioning in 
return, including 'What are you doing to fundraise for 
your schools?' and 'What would you change at your 

school if you could?' Both Primary and Secondary 
students did a great job of representing the Elwood 
Learning Hub. 
 

Market  
Just a reminder that our market is on this Saturday       
2 May.  Come along and enjoy all that is on 
offer.  Our famous cake stall is an opportunity for 
everyone to contribute to the market which the school 
make 100% profit from, so everyone is invited to bake 
and deliver their tasty delights to the cake stall on 
Friday afternoon or Saturday morning.  I look 
forward to seeing as many of you as possible. 

Rob Csoti 
 

Health Alert - Chicken Pox 
This letter is to advise that a case of CHICKEN POX 
has been reported in Grades 6 & 5.    
 
Chicken Pox is a highly contagious but generally 
mild disease.  It presents with a low-grade fever, 
malaise and a rash.  The incubation period is from 
two to three weeks and is usually   14 - 16 days.  The 
rash develops into a sore which blisters and 
progresses to crusted lesions and scabs over about 
five days.  They are most numerous on the trunk and 
less so on the face, scalp, limbs and mouth. 
 
There is a Chicken Pox Information Sheet available 
from the Vic Govt Health Department or visit http://
ideas.health.vic.gov.au/bluebook/chicken-pox.asp 
 
If you are concerned, or would like further 
information contact your local doctor or the Victorian 
Department of Human Services on 1300 651 160. 

  

You Can Do It! 
 

Making Decisions in a Group 
 

Why learn this skill? 
There are all sorts of ways to make a decision in a 
group situation, from negotiating and suggesting to 
persuading others. There are also other things you 
can try. 
 

What you can try: 
Majority vote 
A decision by a leader 
Take it in turns 
Go with the person who feels most strongly 
 

What you should avoid: 
Don’t just ask one or two people, ask everyone 
Don’t see it as losing if your idea is not accepted 
 

You Can Do It! 
 

Manners Matter - Excuse Me  
Part of being a friendly and respectful Elwood 
Primary School kid is realising that from time to time 
you might inconvenience others. You may not mean 
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to, but sometimes it is unavoidable. When these 
occasions do arise, we need to know how to handle 
them courteously. 
 
If we have to interrupt somebody working, or 
perhaps two people talking, we should begin by 
saying “excuse me” and then quickly explain what is 
so important. 
 
Of course before we interrupt, think! Do we really 
have to deal with the matter immediately? Can it wait 
for a short time? Is it really important? If it is 
important, then “excuse me” is the way to go. 
 
Saying “excuse me” shows others that 
you are thoughtful and considerate. 
All part of being an Elwood Kid. 
 
Manners Matter at Elwood Primary 
 

Our Global Calendar 
Welcome back to school and to Term 2! Our Global 
calendar is a way to celebrate significant cultural and 
environmental events and is a terrific springboard for 
conversations at home! What’s on in the Month of 
May? 
 
Mindful in May:  
Mindful in May brings the benefits 
of meditation together with an 
opportunity to help bring clean 
water to those living in the  
developing  world. Your donation 
and fundraising will be used by Charity Water in its 
mission to solve the water crisis. When you register 
and donate, you'll receive a one-moth meditation 
program. Go to: www.mindfulinmay.org for more 
information. 
 

Miracle Month of May 
The Miracle Babies Foundation raises 
awareness and funds for premature and 
sick newborns, their families and the 
hospitals that care for them. 
 

11th -17th  May: National Volunteer Week  
National Volunteer Week (NVW) is the largest 
celebration of volunteers and volunteerism in 
Australia, and provides  an  opportunity  to  highlight  
the role of volunteers in our communities and to say 
thank you to the more than 6 million Australians who 
volunteer. Here at Elwood Primary, many of the great 
things we do such  
as Kitchen Garden, Writer’s  
Workshop, Reading Groups and 
Investigations can’t happen 
without our volunteers – both 
parents and community 
volunteers. So……thank you! 

Enjoy your upcoming weeks, whatever it holds or 
whatever you are celebrating!  

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal 

 

Prep Parent Get Together 
Come along for a night of fun and get to know 
other Prep parents at the Prep Parents Get 
Together.  To be held on Saturday 16th May from 
7.30pm at the Elwood Sailing Club.  The Padre’s 
will perform and there will be nibbles/drinks at 
bar prices.  Tickets $25 per person.  Please contact 
your Class Rep to RSVP.  General enquiries contact 
Lena on 0402 251 546. 
 

Garden News 
Guess what we are doing every 
day in the garden now!  Yes, 
Autumn is truly here and we are 
constantly raking up leaves.   
 
We have also been preparing beds and putting in 
plants that grow during the winter like broad 
beans, snow peas and broccoli.  

 
Marvellous Manure 
We make wonderful compost in 
the garden to help enrich our soil 
but we need more.  From time to 
time we have received welcome 
donations of cow, horse or sheep 

manure from our families with 
country connections.  This is much 
appreciated.  If you have access to 
any of these wonderful organic 
goodies and could get some to the 
garden, then our plants would be 
very grateful. 
 
Invitation - Join Friends 
of the Chooks 
Once again a big 
thankyou to the families 
who cared for the 
chickens over the 
h o l i d a y s  ( D u n n , 
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Gillingham, Jones, Power) and to those who come on 
the weekends to take care of them.  We are keen to 
share the love when it comes to looking after the 
chickens. You don’t need to have a child in the KG 
program.  If your family would like to become a ‘Friend 
of the Chooks’ please contact Kate Bulling for more 
details. 
 
Pruning the Fruit Trees 
I’ll bet there is plenty of expertise out there in our 
school community on pruning fruit trees.  If you think 
you are a bit of an expert or even if you just know a bit 

and would like to help, we would be keen to hear 
from you.  We are hoping to organise a pruning 
working bee some time during the winter.  Contact 
Kate if you can help.   
 

Kate Bulling (Garden Specialist) 
bulling.kathleen.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 
  
Attachments :   
Skiers & Snowboards 
What’s Happening during week 3 & 4 at EPS? 
Camp Australia 
EPS Community Market 
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