
Dear Parents 
 
New Mexico Study Tour 
An incredible learning journey was 
had by our teachers and myself over 
ten days in Santa Fe New Mexico 
during the Term 1 break. Amy (PA), 
Chloe (3C), Jess (1J), Rick (2R), Sam 
(PS), Nicole and myself worked with 
seven staff from Noble Park PS and 
George Otero to challenge our 
thinking as educators, the role of a 
school, how important it is to connect 
parents and the community to 
learning and the culture and context 
of our communities that we work in. 
Another underlying theme was the 
quality of the relationships we form 
with our students, parents, our 
communities and ourselves which 
leads to a substantial impact on 
learning. 
 
We arrived in Santa Fe on 
Wednesday 1st April for a ten day 
experience. 

Photo : Monument Hill 

 
 The first four days we were 
immersed in the culture and context 
of the communities that make up 
learning communities. We explored 
the rich multi-cultural history of 
Santa Fe, visited the Native American 
museum on Monument Hill, visited 
the Pecos National Monument and 
met with local educators, immersed 
ourselves in the Santa Domingo 
Pueblo watching their Easter dances 
and spent the night at the historic 

Mabel Dodge Luhan House in Taos. 
This part of the trip had a major focus 
on how:  

 the communities we live in 
influence the context and culture 
of our schools  

 the impact of the notion of “it 
takes a community to raise a 
child” seen in its rawest form in 
t h e  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n 
communities visited 

 that the world is very different to 
the community we live in 

 that there are many cultural 
layers to understand that impact 
on people and schools depending 
on the history of the communities 
they live in 

 
The next five days of the trip were 
spent in different schools and 
workshopping the experiences we 
were exposed to. We visited different 
schools to focus on parental 
involvement, personalised learning, 
p r o j e c t  b a s e d  c u r r i c u l u m s , 
community interaction, leadership 
and literacy and numeracy outcomes 
in the American context that has been 
involved in high stakes testing for 
many years. 
 
We were able to spend time at: 

 Taos Academy, which is a 21st 
century school which focusses on 
online learning in the mornings 
and a project based learning each 
a f t e r n o o n  w i t h  s t u d e n t s 
monitoring their own learning 
and face to face time with their 
teachers 

 Le Mesa Elementary school in 
Albuquerque which is an 
example of the power of working 
with the communities we serve. 
Le Mesa is referred to as the war 
zone by locals 

 Next Generation Middle School 
which is a project based school 
achieving outstanding results 
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CALENDAR 
Friday 17 April 

Final Summer Sport - Grade 5 & 6 
 

Monday 20 April 
Summer Sport Round Robin -  

Grade 5 & 6 
 

Tuesday 21 April 
3K Bookstore visit 

 

Thursday 23 April 
4J Bookstore visit 

 

Friday 24 April 
Special ANZAC Assembly : 

10.30am Senior School 
11.30am Junior School 

Winter Sport - Grade 5 & 6 
 

Saturday 25 April 
Anzac Day - 9.00am Senior Choir  

performing at Elwood RSL  
Community Service at Elwood  

Foreshore Promenade 
 

Monday 27 April  
Forensic Science Incursion - Gr 6 

3.00pm Assembly -  
Grade 1 Choir performing 

 

Tuesday 28 April 
Port Phillip EcoCentre - Grade 1  

Scienceworks - Grade 3 
OPEN Night at Elwood  College  

 

Thursday 30 April 
4A Bookstore visit 

 

Friday 1 May 
Winter Sport - Grade 5 & 6 

 

Saturday 2 May 
Community Market -  
all Grades 6 Rostered 

 

Monday 4 May 
Melbourne Museum - Grade 2 

House Cross Country - Grades 3 to 6 

Website :  www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au          Scott Street, Elwood Vic 3184  

Phone :  9531 2762                                                                                         

 Community Market (bookings) : www.trybooking.com/106452                  Fax :  9531 5497 
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with a strong culture with amazing examples of 
student led learning 

 The Taos Pueblo the oldest continuously inhabited 
community in the world—photo below 

 

 “Weimagination” -  a developmental learning 
complex which works with teachers, parents and 
educators on many of the themes we hold close to 
our hearts at EPS such as creativity, imagination and 
learning through play 

 Rameriz Thomas Elementary school which has had 

to rebuild itself after nearly being closed down for 

poor performance. 

 The parent University at Rameriz Thomas 

Elementary run by parents to engage other parents 

in difficult circumstances to be involved in the 

school—see photo below 

 Kearny Elementary a high performing school with a 

very interesting leader who challenged our 

thinking. 
 

During the trip we were able to place our teachers in a 
constant state of reflection as educators and as people. 
We asked many questions about ourselves and our role 
as educators: 

 What is the role of the school? 

 What type of relationships do we foster at school 
and in our lives? 

 How do we involve our parents in the learning 
process? 

 How much attention do we pay to the families we 
serve? 

 What type of experiences do our students have with 
us? 

 What messages do we send our students, parents 
and peers on a daily basis? 

We go to New Mexico because the experience places 
our staff in a totally different culture and context 
away from the distractions of our own lives so that 
we can immerse them in a professional and personal 
learning journey. Our teachers come backed changed 
in many ways -  all of which have a significant 
positive impact on them as teachers and in turn your 
children. 
 

You have amazing committed teachers at Elwood PS 
and it was a privilege and honour to spend ten days 
with six of them in a unique and thought provoking 
inquiry. 
 
Elwood College Open Night 
Find out about their personalised education and 
welcoming community. Hear how they balance high 
academic expectations with support for every 
individual.  To book a place see the attached flyer. 
 

Parent Learning Walk 
In the last week of Term 1, I led a Parent Learning 
Walk which was attended by a number of our Grade 
2 and 3 Class reps. It was a fantastic experience 
looking at learning across the school including a 
number of our specialist program. More Learning 
Walks will be held during Term 2. It is an 
opportunity for parents to see learning across the 
school not just in the grades their children are in. 
 

Staffing 
Sarah Galbraith will be leaving us on Friday for the 
birth of her first child. I would like to thank Sarah for 
her incredible commitment and enthusiasm for her 
students and our school. Sarah has made a significant     
contribution to Elwood PS and we wish her all the 
best with motherhood. 
 
Mulch and Sand  
Over the holidays all of our play equipment and sand 
pits were topped up with mulch and sand. These 
spaces have been eagerly used already with many 
creative constructions appearing in the sandpits. 
 

Park /Oval 
The state of the surface of the park has deteriorated 
this year becoming somewhat of a barren dust bowl. I 
have had talks with the City of Port Phillip and are 
hoping to have funds allocated to totally resurface the 
park later this year. This will be a fantastic outcome 
for our students, the PE program and our 
community. 

Rob Csoti 
 

Congratulations  
Sarah Clair our teacher from 5S recently entered 
Scholastic’s recent Win a Trip to the USA competition 
and was fortunate to be selected as one of the  
runners-up.  There were lots of entries from schools 
around Australia and she won $1000 in Scholastic 

Rewards for our school.  Her entry read as follows: 

 



“In my classroom Book Clubs excite my readers with 
new texts from their favourite authors. They inspire 
my readers to try different genres and to seize the 
opportunity to get lost in a book that takes them 
somewhere new. I remember the feeling of 
anticipation while flipping through Book Clubs as a 
child, dying to know what stories lay behind the 
covers of the books pictured on each page. When the 
box would arrive, I couldn’t wait to own ‘a new 
adventure’, to visualise myself in another world of 
imagination. Another book of my very own to cherish. 
Enthusiasm and excitement is contagious. Today, as a 
Grade 5 teacher, my students pour over the pages of 
the Book Club orders and share their favourite picks 
with others. They recommend titles, authors and 
series to one another. The books sell themselves in a 
classroom environment where all students are 
encouraged to love to read, any book, at any level.” 
 

Congratulations - Sarah! 
 

VCOP has finally arrived!   
As reported in the newsletter last year we are 
embarking on a writing project called ‘VCOP and Big 
Write’. This program is designed to help us further 
improve and develop our students as writers.   
 

 In addition to daily Literacy lessons, every fortnight 
students from Prep-6 will hold a 1 ½ hour session 
dedicated purely to writing in which children will 
develop 4 main aspects of their writing – Vocabulary, 
Connectives, Openers and Punctuation (VCOP). 
These are the four main elements of writing which  
children can learn and develop their skills in, in order 
to become more confident and competent writers in 
all text types. 
 

This session will be broken up into two sections : 
-VCOP games session: focusing on one of the four 
elements of VCOP.  This is designed to tune the 
students into what they are currently focusing on in 
class and motivate students in preparation for the ‘Big 
Write’. 
 

- Following the games session students will have 60 
minutes to complete a piece of writing from planning 
to editing stage.  This will replace the timed writing 
that our class currently do on a fortnightly basis and 
is called Big Write.   The main aim of Big Write is for 
students to showcase what they have learnt in writing 
over the fortnight in relation to class goals and 
personal goals that they have set with the teacher. 
 

As students enter the classroom for a Big Write there 
are three main changes : 

 Lighting – some of the main lights may be turned 
off and candles will be placed around the room. 

 Music – Classical music is played softly and can 
only be heard when the noise level in the 
classroom is low. 

 Resources – students will use a special pencil for 
their writing during this session. 

Talk Homework 
In order for the Big Write to be successful for your 
child, it is important for us to encourage language 
skills.  One way to do this is the process of ‘Talk 
Homework’.  The night before each Big Write, 
students will be sent home with a note that will let 
you know what text type they will be writing the 
next day and what the ‘seed’ for that writing will 
be. 
 

To help your child get the most out of their Talk 
Homework we suggest you try and do the 
following :  

 Encourage as many family members as possible 
to be involved in Talk Homework, possibly 
around the meal table! 

 Switch off the T.V.!  Try to ensure this is 
dedicated talking and listening time. 

 When giving your opinion, use the ‘because’ 
word to explain why you think that. 

 Ask your child his / her opinion and ideas and 
ask them to use the ‘because’ word. 

 Students may like to jot down notes from your 
conversation to bring to class, however this is 
not an expectation. 

 

The teachers and students are already excited 
about Big Write and we look forward to providing 
you will more details at a Parent Information 
Session later in the term.   
 

For now, enjoy talking to your children about their 
ideas for writing. 

Ariana Peters … Teaching and Learning Coach 
 

You Can Do It! 
Term 2 : Organisation 
Organisation means setting a goal to do your best 
in your school work, listening carefully to your 
teacher’s instructions, planning your time so that 
you are not rushed, having all your supplies ready 
and keeping track of your assignment and 
homework due dates. Being organised helps you 
to learn at your best. 
 

Punctuality 
Part of being a friendly and 
respectful Elwood Primary 
School kid is in being 
punctual to school and 
classes. 
 

Being punctual simply means being on time. 
Unfortunately there are too many times when we 
are not as punctual as necessary. Being on time is 
very important. 
 

At school it is important to be on time, ready and 
organised to begin learning whether it be at the 
beginning of the day or after recess and lunch. 
 



Being on time shows that you are courteous and aware 
of the needs of those around you by not making them 
wait for you to arrive. 
 
Children who are late to school or late to class during 
school time, often miss important information and this 
can leave them feeling left out for the whole lesson as 
well as disrupting classmates and teachers. If you are 
late to class it is hard to settle down and concentrate. 
 

It is everyone’s responsibility to be on time – mums, 
dads, kids and teachers. 
 

As we start a new term, we should make a special effort 
the next two weeks as well as throughout the year.  
 

You Can Do It! 
 

Manners Matter  
Give Way 
Giving way is part of being polite and 
courteous. 
 

With our school getting bigger and busier we really 
must practise the skill to give way. Give way at school 
is very much like give way on our roads. We wait first 
and then allow other to pass before we go. We need to 
give way to people coming out of doorways. Step back, 
perhaps even hold the door open for them. Be sensible 
though, if someone is carrying something heavy, then 
let them pass. 
 

In the playground, giving way might mean letting 
some students continue their game, or retrieve their ball 
before you move into an area or play your game. 
Giving way in the playground also mean being aware 
of others around you, particularly adults and letting 
them pass your games safely, you may need to pause a 
game and let an adult walk through before resuming 
your game. 
 

In the school buildings, give way means walking 
calmly and sensibly around corners and through 
corridors and ensuring that we watch for others as well 
as giving way at the doors. 
 

Giving way shows others that you are thoughtful and 
considerate. All part of being an Elwood Kid. 
 

Manners Matter at Elwood Primary 
 

Our Global Calendar 
Welcome back to school and to Term 2! Our 
Global calendar is a way to celebrate significant 
cultural and environmental events and is a terrific 
springboard for conversations at home! What’s on 
in the coming weeks? 
 

19th April: MS Melbourne Cycle 
The 2015 MS Melbourne Cycle will take place on 
Sunday 19 April to raise funds for people living 
with multiple sclerosis (MS), the most common 

neurological condition in young adults.  It is a 
fun, non-competitive event with two course 
options; 50km or 30km. The start and finish 
point is Princes Park in Carlton and the courses 
both ride over the West Gate Bridge, traffic free. 
For more information visit this Website: 
www.msmelbournecycle.org.au/  
 

22nd April: Earth Day 
Earth Day is a celebration of 
the environment we all 
share. It also acts as a day of 
conservation awareness. 
 

25th April: Anzac Day 
ANZAC Day is more than a commemoration of 
the day ANZAC troops landed on the beach at 
Gallipoli in 1915, it is a day of remembrance for 
all Australians who served and died in all wars, 
conflicts and peacekeeping operations. 
 

Our Grade 4 students will be holding a special 
commemorative service for the Junior and 
Senior School students on Friday 24th April.  

 

27th April: International Guide Dog Day 
International Guide Dog 
Day is a day to celebrate 
the important role that 
guide dogs play in 
helping the blind and 
vision impaired enjoy 
safe and independent 
travel. 
 

Enjoy your upcoming weeks, whatever it holds 
or whatever you are celebrating!  

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal 
 

Music News 
Orchestra 
Well done to the students in the School Orchestra 
who have been accompanying the National Anthem 
during assemblies. We plan to continue to provide 

http://www.msmelbournecycle.org.au/
http://www.msmelbournecycle.org.au/
http://www.earthday.org/
http://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/anzac/


music for students to sing with in Term Two. 
Thank you for your effort setting up and packing 
up as well, great job! There are still places in the 
orchestra available for Clarinet, Flute, Trumpet 
and Bass Guitar. We are very keen to get more 
members and make an even bigger sound! 
 

Choirs 
With many cultural events happening this year 
you may get to see one of the school choirs 
performing for these special occasions like 
ANZAC Day and elsewhere in the local 
community. Well done to all the students 
participating and working hard to perform their 
best! 
 
School Production 2015 Volunteers 
We are busy, frantically preparing for our big 
production this year. With the help of parents, we 
will hopefully form a live band to once again 
accompanying the students and turn the show 
into an amazing spectacle! If you’re a parent who 
may be interested in performing live on the night 
or can ‘nominate’ a friend please let me know! 
Rehearsals may start soon and I’ll make some 
tracks to practice with. 

Auditions School Production  
Auditions for the acting and singing roles for this 
year’s School Production will take place 
throughout Term Two. Students who are 
interested will need to complete an expression of 
interest form and the Production Coordinators 
will begin scheduling auditions during 
lunchtimes. You don’t need to prepare anything 
in particular, however if you think of a reason 
why you want to take on a role in the show that 
would be beneficial. Just be yourself! The roles 
vary between only acting and only singing, to 
both. Students who accept a role will receive the 
songs and lines to learn during the holidays and 
hit the ground running in Term Three when the 
whole school starts rehearsing. 

Kaz Sieger 

 
Attachments :   
Specialist Overview—Term 2  
Scholastic Book Club 
Extra-Curricular Activities here at EPS 
 

Specialist Overview for Term 2 - 2015 

Library and ICT  - Ange Dawson 

We have an exciting term planned  … 
 
Preps will be continuing to develop their interest in literature and  
continue to become more familiar with our school library. In particular, they will be looking at how our 
library is organised into Fiction and Non-Fiction sections. They will also be learning to log on to our 
school computers using their class login and then locating different learning programs. 
 
Grade 1 & 2 will be continuing to develop their understanding  of   the   
organisation  of  our  library,  in particular the non-fiction section. They  
will be following and writing basic instructions for programmable devices, 
 in particular our programmable robots – the Beebots. They will then be  
writing basic instructions for the beebots and will be sequencing the  
instructions in lists, by using dot points or in flow charts.  
 
Grade 3 & 4 will be continuing to develop a more in-depth knowledge of the organisation non-fiction 
section of the library, in particular the organisation of the Dewey Decimal system and how to locate 
books on specific subjects of interest. They will be creating specific technical instructions for ICT tasks, 
and will be incorporating different types of data in their solutions, including drawings, pictures and 
text. 
 
Grade 5 & 6 will be extending their knowledge and use of our library, and will be developing research 
skills in the area of locating resources (including digital resources) and using the resources they find. 
They will begin their introduction to the basic language of computer coding and will be applying the 
principles and elements of design when creating digital solutions.  They will also continue their focus 
on safe online behaviours.  







 






