
Dear Parents 
 
NAPLAN testing for Grade 3 and 5 
students will commence in the week 
commencing May 11th (Week 5 Term 
2). All parents in Grade 3 and 5 will 
receive a booklet next term 
explaining NAPLAN in detail. 
 

NAPLAN stands for National 
Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy. All students in Australia 
in Grades 3, 5, Year 7 and Year 9 sit 
NAPLAN assessments. Students are 
assessed in Writing, Reading, 
Language Conventions (Spelling, 
Grammar and Punctuation) and 
Numeracy. 
 

All parents receive an individual 
report on how their child performed 
in the assessments later in the year. 
The school also receives these 
individual reports and data around 
how we have performed against state 
means and similar schools. 
 

How did we perform in 2014? 
Our students performed particularly 
well in Reading and very well in 
Numeracy in both Grade 3 and 5.  
 

Writing, Spelling and Punctuation, 
and Grammar were similar to like 
schools across Australia in Grade 5. 
 

Writing, Spelling and Punctuation 
and Grammar in Grade 3 last year 
were below what we would have 
liked. We certainly believe they are 
capable of showing us more in these 
areas. 
 

What have we done to improves our 
Writing, Spelling and Punctuation, 
and Grammar scores in Grade 3 and 
spelling in Grade 5? 
 

 The implementation of timed 
writing in all classes in the school.  
Each fortnight, students will start 

and complete a piece of writing in 
a set time to build their writing 
s t a m i n a  a n d  s e l f - e d i t i n g 
techniques. 

 

 The introduction VCOP– Big Write 
 

Big Write and VCOP (Vocabulary, 
C o n n e c t i v e s ,  O p e n e r s  a n d 
P u n c t u a t i o n )  i s  a  l i t e r a c y 
program that provides immediate 
results, whilst addressing the need 
for long term strategies in delivering 
a successful writing program 
across all age and ability levels.  
 

VCOP and Big Write will provide us 
with more differentiated lessons and 
activities to help increase the 
current enthusiasm and raise 
standards in writing, particularly in 
boys. This program provides a 
simple, sequential approach that 
supports teachers and students in 
developing higher level writing 
skills. 
 

This program fits perfectly with our 
current writing program of the 
Writer’s Workshop and Writer’s 
Notebook. 
  

 A whole school focus on raising 
expectations in relation to self-
correction, neatness, spelling and 
punctuation in drafts and 
published pieces. 

 

 The development of a whole 
school Spelling Scope and 
S e q u e n c e  i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
implementation of mandatory 
spelling requirements. Students are 
expected to be able to spell 
minimum sets of words from the 
Oxford Plus most used word list. 

  
o Prep: Working towards spelling  

30 of the first 100 (Popcorn 
words) 
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CALENDAR 
Thursday 19 March 

Grade 5 Bike Ed 
7.15pm School Council 

 

Friday 20 March 
Summer Sport - Grade 5 & 6 

 

Thursday 26 March 
Regional swimming for  

qualifying students 
 

Friday 27 March 
Summer Sport - Grade 5 & 6 

End of Term 2  
School finishes at 2.30pm 

 

Monday 13 April 
9.00am Term 2 Resumes 

3.00pm Assembly -  
Grade 2 Choir performing 

 

Friday 17 April 
Final Summer Sport - Grade 5 & 6 

 

Monday 20 April 
Summer Sport Round Robin -  

Grade 5 & 6 
 

Friday 24 April 
Winter Sport - Grade 5 & 6 

 

Saturday 25 April 
Anzac Day 

 

Monday 13 April  
3.00pm Assembly -  

Grade 1 Choir performing 
 

Tuesday 28 April 
Scienceworks - Grade 3 
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Friday 27 March 

Last day of Term 1 

2.30 Finish 



P A G E  2  

 o Grade 1: Working towards spelling the first 100 
 

 o Grade 2:  Working towards spelling the first 307 
 

 o Grade 3 & 4: Working towards spelling the first 404 
 

 o Grade 5 & 6: Consolidating the first 404 and 
extending their spelling further using the Oxford 
Word lists extension. 

 www.oxfordwordlist.com/pages/ 
 

 These spelling expectations will go hand in hand 
with our normal spelling program. 

 

 The revision of all homework expectations now 
include spelling, reading, Mathletics and writing in 
senior grades. 

 

 The introduction of 2 mandatory handwriting 
lessons per week in all Grades from Prep to 6. 

 
Our current Grade 3 and 5 students have been and will 
continue to prepare for NAPLAN in a variety of ways 
so that they can perform to their ability.  
  

All of the above strategies are school wide strategies 
that will have a significant impact on all students at 
Elwood PS in up levelling their skills. We expect all 
students learning to improve as well as NAPLAN 
scores then reflect this ability. 
 
Staffing 
We are pleased to announce that we have secured four 
fantastic teachers to take PS, 2S, 4E, and 5B from Term 
2 when Sarah Galbraith, Ellie Dodd, Brooke Crawford 
and Suzie Knorr leave us to have their first child. 
 
As you already know Ryan Bouy will take 4E from 
Week 4 in Term 2 and Poeta Hope will be taking 2S 
from Week 1 in Term 2. 
 
Ryan will spend the first three weeks of next term in 4E 
and Po will spend next week in 2S to ensure a smooth 
transition for all students before Ellie and Sarah leave. 
 
We have also been able to employ Rochelle Francis to 
take 5B from Week 4 of Term 2 and Christine Lomp to 
take PS from Week 4 of Term 2. Both teachers are 
experienced teachers coming to the Victorian 
Education system and we are very excited to have them 
join the EPS team. Separate notes for these grades have 
been sent home. 
 
Parent Teacher Meetings 
These important and informative meetings took place 
last week. If you have not met with your teacher please 
email them to make an appointment We strongly 
recommend that all parents meet with their classroom 
teachers to share and receive important information 
about their child’s learning. 

Rob Csoti 

You Can Do It! 
Term 1: Getting Along 
This fortnight, we will focus on:  Taking turns  
Almost every day at school we need to take our turn. 
Sometimes it is in the classroom and other times, 
outside in the yard. In the classroom we may need to 
wait for our turn to see the teacher or to use some 
equipment. In games, we need to take our turn to bat 
or bowl and all sorts of play.  
 

When turn taking, it is important to wait patiently, 
allow others to finish and give others a chance to 
have their go too. 
 

You Can Do It! 
 

Manners Matter 

YOU’RE WELCOME 

 

Almost every day at school there are people who help 
us and who we help too. In the classroom we can 
help our friends and our teachers and outside in the 
playground, we often help out students from other 
classrooms and especially some of the younger 
students at our school.  
 

Hopefully when we help out our friends, teachers, 
parents or people around us, they will usually 
respond with “thank you.” 
 

A polite way to respond to someone saying thanks; is 
to say - `You're welcome.'   Other ways of saying 
“you’re welcome” can include, “no worries” or “no 
problems.” For example, a friend might say, “Thanks 
for helping me with my work” and we can respond 
with, “No problems” because it is informal and we 
know each other well. 
 

If an adult such a teacher or parent says “Thank you 
for helping me,” we should respond with “You’re 
welcome”. 
 

Thank you and “You’re welcome” is another way to 
show people around us that we are kind, caring and 
considerate Elwood Primary Kids. 
 
Manners Matter at Elwood Primary 

 

Our Global Calendar 
Our Global calendar is a way to celebrate significant 
cultural and environmental events and is a terrific 

springboard for conversations at home! What’s on in 
the coming weeks? 

 

http://www.oxfordwordlist.com/pages/
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=you're+welcome&source=images&cd=&docid=qUuX7FV-nIv2UM&tbnid=bTAvbXkB5abf-M:&ved=0CAYQjRw&url=https://www.sodahead.com/user/profile/2116133/no-one/&ei=Hx8mU7LnEIGbkgW_6oDQBw&bvm=bv.62922401,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNG5oM80dMcoH


20th March : International Day of Happiness 
Do something, big or small, to take part on Friday 
20th March and bring happiness to others. 
 

20
th

  March ; National Day of Action against 
Bullying and Violence 
The theme of the day 
encourages parents and 
families to take a stand 
together with school 
communities and recognise 
the important role that 
everyone plays to stop bullying. 
 

21st  March : World Down Syndrome Day 
Down syndrome is a naturally occurring 
chromosomal arrangement that has always been a 
part of the human condition, exists in all regions 
across the globe and commonly results in variable 
effects on learning styles, physical characteristics or 
health. Adequate access to health care, to early 
intervention programmes and to inclusive education, 
as well as appropriate research, are vital to the growth 
and development of the individual. 
 

21st March : Harmony Day 
Harmony Day 21 March is a day of cultural respect 
for everyone who calls Australia home - from the 
traditional owners of this land to those who have 
come from many countries around the world. By 
participating in Harmony Day activities, we can learn 
and understand how all Australians from diverse 
backgrounds equally belong to this nation and enrich 
it. 

21st  March : Naw Ruz (New Year) - Baha'i  

Naw-Ruz (`New Day') is the 
Bahá'í and Iranian new year. It 

occurs on the date of the vernal 
equinox, and symbolises the new 
life of spring. 
 

22nd March : Run for the Kids 
Herald Sun / CityLink Run for the Kids will 
see people run or walk set courses - all people 
participating in this event play a part in 
raising money for the Royal Children's 
Hospital Good Friday Appeal. 
 

26th March : Purple Day 
Purple Day is an 
international grassroots 
effort dedicated to 
increasing awareness about  
epilepsy worldwide. On March 26th annually, 
people in countries around the world are 
invited to wear purple and host events in 
support of epilepsy awareness.  
 

28th March: Earth Hour 8.30pm 
Earth Hour is an international sustainability 
movement, where individuals and businesses 
are encouraged to turn off all lights for an 
hour. Earth Hour aims to increase awareness 
of the impact we have on our world through 
the use of fossil fuels and electricity. 

Hi EPS Community, 
 

We are entering a team called Elwood Primary School in this year’s ‘Run for the Kids.’ We would like to 
open this up to as many students, teachers and parents as possible. All money raised will go towards The 
Royal Children’s Hospital; what a great cause! 
You can choose the long or short course. We will choose a meeting point on the day of the race for a team 
photo and then all runners can run their race how they want. Please note, all students will need to be   
supervised by parents. We will celebrate our efforts at a nominated school assembly. 
 

Please find below information on how to register and fundraise if you wish. Please remember to join the 
Elwood Primary School team when you register. For any questions, please contact Jay through the office. 
Stay tuned for any relevant details. 
 

Team Entry Password: EPS 
Payment Option: Payment by Entrant 
 

Entry Link: http://www.r4k.com.au/ 
Fundraising link: http://run.gofundraise.com.au/page/EPS  
 

Jay Tucker … Senior School Assistant Principal 

http://www.bullyingnoway.gov.au/national-day/
http://www.bullyingnoway.gov.au/national-day/
http://www.un.org/en/events/downsyndromeday/
http://www.harmony.gov.au/
http://www.un.org/en/events/nowruzday/
http://www.r4k.com.au/
http://www.epilepsyaustralia.net/Purple_Day/Purple_Day.aspx
http://www.earthhour.org/


1st April: National Smile Day 
Smile day is The Humour Foundation's annual 
fundraising campaign. It is the one day of the year 
we ask the public to get involved in raising funds 
to help sick children SMILE in hospitals around 
Australia. Together we can discover the power of 
a smile! 
 

2nd  April: World Autism Awareness Day 
Autism, a developmental 
disability, is a lifelong 

disorder that impairs social 
interaction, communication 
and behaviour. World Autism 
Awareness Day aims to 
increase understanding of 
 the disability. 
 

3rd  April: Good Friday 
Good Friday is a religious holiday primarily observed 
by Christians commemorating the crucifixion and death 
of Jesus Christ. 
 

3rd -11th  April: Passover 
Probably the best known 
Jewish holiday, Passover 
commemorates the story of 
the exodus, where the 
Israelites were freed from 
Egyptian slavery. 
 

4th April:  Easter Saturday 
Or Bright Saturday, on the Christian calendar is the 
Saturday following the festival of Easter. 
 

5th  April: Easter Sunday 
Christians celebrate the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ after his crucifixion. 
 

7th April: Day of Remembrance of the Victims of the 
Rwanda Genocide 
This day commemorates the deaths of 800,000 people 
who were murdered during the 1994 genocide in 
Rwanda, central Africa. 
 

11th-19th April: Nature Play Week 
Nature Play Week celebrates initiatives of all shapes 
and sizes that reconnect kids with nature and the 
outdoors. The week is filled with over 40 Nature Play 
experiences for kids and their families facilitated by 
dozens of wonderful local organisations, parents and 
schools across Victoria, and beyond.  
 

14th April: Baisakhi - Sikh  
The harvest festival of North 
India, the beginning of the 
solar year. For Sikhs, it 
represents the founding of the 
Khalsa, a Sikh brotherhood. 
Baisakhi always falls on 14th 
April and this is also the 
Hindu New Year for North India.  

Enjoy your upcoming weeks and whatever you 
may be celebrating! Enjoy the school holidays, 
relax and enjoy time with friends and family 
and remember to keep smiling beyond just the 
1st April, National Smile Day. Remember - it 
takes more muscles to frown than it does to 
smile? 

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal 

 

Kitchen Garden News 
On March 3rd Elwood Primary hosted eleven visitors 
for the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden 
Foundation.  The visitors were from the 
Foundation’s major sponsors (Medibank) and also 
officials from the Singapore Department of Health.   
 
We were very honoured that our school was chosen 
as a vibrant, successful example of a Kitchen Garden 
program.  The visitors observed kitchen and garden 
lessons and joined the children in eating the food 
they had prepared from our garden produce.  They 
were most impressed with the program and with the 
skills and knowledge of our students.  Well done 
children!   
 

Thank you to our volunteers who helped on that 
special day and thanks to all of the volunteers who 
have contributed to the kitchen and garden classes so 
far this term.  Please keep coming – we cannot run 
this wonderful program without you.  If you are 
thinking of volunteering but haven’t done so yet – 
JUST DO IT! 
 
PS: The kitchen still needs lemons! 

Janet, Catherine and Kate 
Kitchen and Garden Specialists  

 
Attachments :   
What’s happening at EPS during weeks 8 & 9? 
Extra-Curricular Activities here at EPS 
Camp Australia 

http://www.humourfoundation.com.au/
http://www.un.org/en/events/autismday/
http://australia.gov.au/about-australia/australian-story/easter-in-australia
http://www.un.org/en/preventgenocide/rwanda/
http://www.un.org/en/preventgenocide/rwanda/
http://natureplayweek.org.au/
http://www.baisakhifestival.com/









