
Dear Parents 
 

School Council 
School  Counc i l  nomina t ions 
concluded last  Fr iday with 
nominations matching equally the 
positions available. We will not need 
to have an election with John 
Richardson, Anna Marinovich, Ralf 
Huempel, Glenn McCann and 
Michael Newton being elected to 
parent member positions for a two 
year term.  
 

DET nominations equalled positions 
available with Jay Tucker and Nicole 
Richards being elected. 
 

The first meeting for the 2015 School 
Council will be on Thursday              
19 March when office bearers and 
community members will be elected. 
 

New Website 
Last week we launched our new 
website after many months of 
planning. We have worked hard to 
make our site more user friendly and 
interactive. We are working towards 
it becoming our main portal for 
informa tion,  the  newslet ter , 
volunteering, the market and school 
news as it happens.  
 

The site is compatible with mobiles 
and iPads making it much easier to 
read and interact with from any 
location. Feedback is most welcome 
as we keep building the website. To 
v i s i t  t h e  s i t e  g o  t o 
www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au .  
 

Staffing News  
After many years of service to 
Elwood PS and the Education 
Department Heather Fidge has 
decided to retire. Heather has 
worked at Elwood PS for over 20 
years in a variety of roles. A suitable 
retirement function will be held in 
the future to mark this occasion. We 
all wish Heather the best in 
retirement and her future pursuits. 

Principal Class Conference 
Jay, Nicole and myself will be at a 
regional conference from Wednesday 
to Friday this week. In our absence 
the leadership team will be taking 
turns as the Principal. This is an 
important part of their leadership 
development. Kimberley, Ariana, 
Suzie, Ellie, Louisa and Amy will be 
in charge at various times over the 
next three days. 
 
Building / Library & Market Funds 
Funds raised this year will go 
towards a number of significant 
projects in the school. 
 
Stage 2 of our Information Learning 
Hub (Library) will be completed. 
This will involve breaking through to 
the Assistant Principals’ office and 
creating more space for the library 
including shelving and work areas. 
The Assistant Principal’s office will 
also be revamped including new 
carpet and painting. 
 
Decking will be erected around the 
beautiful tree in the courtyard in 
front of the Information Learning 
Hub. The garden in front of the 
courtyard will be completely 
landscaped giving the front of our 
school a well needed lift. The decking 
will become a outdoor teaching space 
as well as a stage for our many 
buddy actors and singers. 
 
We will also commence our 
renewable energy program which is 
partly funded by the Bendigo Bank. 
We hope to have solar panels 
installed later this year which in turn 
will reduce our power costs and 
return power to the grid in the 
months when the school has minimal 
use. 
 
Enhanced Learning Program  
We are very excited to announce the 
recommencement of the Enhanced 
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CALENDAR 
Thursday 5 March 

Shrine of Remembrance -  
Grades 4A & 4J 
Grade 5 Bike Ed 

 

Friday 6 March 
Grade 5 Bike Ed 

Summer Sport - Grade 5 & 6 
 

Monday 9 March 
Public Holiday - no school 

 

Tuesday 10 March 
Grade 5 Bike Ed 

 

Wednesday 11 March 
Grade 5 Bike Ed 

 

Thursday 12 March 
Grade 5 Bike Ed 

Parent Teacher Interviews 
 

Friday 13 March 
Grade 5 Bike Ed 

Summer Sport - Grade 5 & 6 
 

Saturday 14 March 
Community Market -  
all Grade 4’s rostered 

 

Monday 16 March 
Grade 5 Bike Ed 

3.00pm Assembly -  
Grade 3/4 Choir performing  

 

Tuesday 17 March 
Grade 5 Bike Ed   

Website :  www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au          Scott Street, Elwood Vic 3184  

Phone :  9531 2762                                                                                         

 Community Market (bookings) : www.trybooking.com/106452                  Fax :  9531 5497 

Monday 9 March 

Public Holiday 

Labour Day 

No School 
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Learning Program at Elwood PS.  Selected students 
from Grade 5 and 6 will be able to participate in this 
program. There will be two groups of 8 –10 students in 
the program. 
 
This program has run successfully at Elwood Primary 
School over the last four years and has two main parts. 
 
Part 1: Focused Educational Support to enhance 
student selected learning goals. This may also include 
the completion of homework. 
 
Part 2: Enhanced Learning opportunities in an exciting 
range of activities.  
 
The program will take place after school from 3:45pm – 
5:30pm. 
 
Students start with a snack then move into the 
educational support session followed by the activity 
based session. Each group will have at least three 
leaders chosen from a teacher training university 
(which may include Monash University, Victoria 
University, Deakin University or RMIT) and trained by 
myself. Volunteers from the NAB may be involved in 
the Enhanced Learning opportunities session. Elwood 
College Year 10 students will also assist with each 
group.  
 
This is an extremely exciting opportunity which will 
further enhance learning and allow students to develop 
their skills and talents.  
 
This program has received Schools First funding 
through the NAB program and forms a partnership 
with Monash University,  Noble Park PS and ourselves. 
The first session will commence early Term 2 and then 
continue every week until the end of Term 3 
culminating in a celebration / performance at the end 
of term. 
 
Cairns Trip 
As reported in the previous newsletter I spent 5 days in 
Cairns last week working with schools, regional 
leaders and local communities. The focus of my time 
was to present in many different forums about the 
importance of developing parent engagement and 
community links that lead to vibrant school cultures 
and improved student outcomes in all areas. Schools 
and leaders were very excited and in awe of all the 
things we do at Elwood PS. A group of teachers from 
Yarrabah PS will be visiting on Thursday 19 March to 
gain an insight into our literacy and numeracy 
programs, parent engagement and the development 
curriculum /Inquiry approach from P-6. 
 
Much of this work was with indigenous communities 
with further opportunities to link with indigenous 
schools  developing. 
 

Study Tour 
Five of our staff will travel to New Mexico on a study 
tour for the two weeks of the Term 1 break. This trip 
will enable Amy Wilson, Chloe Hohneck, Sam 
Brumpton, Rick McConchie, Jess Farrelly, Nicole 
Richards and myself to visit schools in another 
country, reflect on their practice, discuss what success 
and powerful learning is, look at community schools 
and parent engagement and work closely with 
George Otero with a focus on curriculum 
personalisation.  
 
The trip enables our staff to grow as educators and 
develop their understanding of schools and teaching 
and in particular parent involvement and what 
success in schools is. 
 
How was the study tour paid for? 
No locally raised money will be used for this trip. A 
small amount of money from our staff professional 
development budget which is funded by the state 
government is used. Each participant will be out of 
pocket by at least $2000 and will travel and work 
during their holidays. 
 
This is a huge commitment from our staff which will 
enhance our school significantly. 
 

 Rob Csoti 
 

You Can Do It! 
Term 1: Getting Along 
Getting Along means working well with teachers and 
classmates, resolving disagreements peacefully, 
following the rules of the classroom and making 
positive contributions to school, home and the 
community including protecting the rights of others 
and looking after the environment.  
 

This past fortnight we have been focusing on:  
Playing together and Sharing 

 
Playing together does not just mean playing happily 
with our friends, although that is important. Playing 
together means sharing our spaces and our games 
sensibly so that everyone can enjoy their playtime. It 
means thinking about other people and their games 
and making sure we are playing in such a way that 
everyone can enjoy themselves. 
 
Sometimes it is difficult to share any new or special 
things, but people who do share with others are seen 
to be generous and unselfish. Other people like to 
play with people who share. What you can try: If you 
have something really special that you do not want to 
share, use it privately and don’t show it off. Share 
things if you think other will enjoy them too and if 
you do let others share, show them how to look after 
it and use it properly. 
 
You Can Do It! 

 



Manners Matter 

Good manners or acting 
appropriate in a way that's 
acceptable and respectful 
shows other people respect, 
care and consideration.  
Excellent manners can help 
you to have better 
relationships with people 
you know and with people 
you will meet.  
 

If you're unsure about whether or not the other 
person would appreciate having something do for 
them, such as the door held open, you can ask 
politely, "May I get the door for you?" This gives the 
other person an opportunity to accept or decline. You 
can use “May I?” in many different ways to show 
your manners matter.  “May I leave the table?” to 
“May I please go to the toilet?” 
 

“May I” along with “Please and Thank 
you”, shows you are a friendly and 
considerate Elwood Primary Kid and 
that Manners Matter. 
 

Our Global Calendar 
Our Global calendar is a way to celebrate 
significant cultural and environmental events 
and is a terrific springboard for conversations at 
home! What’s on in the coming weeks? 

5 March : Magha Puja Day 
Magha Puja Day is a Buddhist 
celebration of the Fourfold 
Assembly. It is celebrated on  
the full moon day of March. 
 

6 March: March into Yellow 
Join the March into Yellow challenge to help 
raise the profile & awareness of endometriosis 
- a disease affecting one in 10 Australian 
women. During March, for a day, a week or 
the whole month, take the challenge to WEAR 
yellow to show your support and care for the 
women that live with this insidious disease 
every month of every year. You can use the 
yellow challenge as a way to raise funds to 
help Endometriosis Australia develop and run 
education/awareness programs, as well as 
fund much needed research. 
 

8 March: International 
Women's Day 
International Women's 
Day is a day to celebrate 
the contribution and 
achievements of all  
women. It is an opportunity to remember the 
barriers that women have broken through, 
and the accomplishments they have made 
despite barriers. 

Hi EPS Community, 
 

We are entering a team called Elwood Primary School in this year’s ‘Run for the Kids.’ We would like to 
open this up to as many students, teachers and parents as possible. All money raised will go towards The 
Royal Children’s Hospital; what a great cause! 
You can choose the long or short course. We will choose a meeting point on the day of the race for a team 
photo and then all runners can run their race how they want. Please note, all students will need to be   
supervised by parents. We will celebrate our efforts at a nominated school assembly. 
 

Please find below information on how to register and fundraise if you wish. Please remember to join the 
Elwood Primary School team when you register. For any questions, please contact Jay through the office. 
Stay tuned for any relevant details. 
 

Team Entry Password: EPS 
Payment Option: Payment by Entrant 
 

Entry Link: http://www.r4k.com.au/ 
Fundraising link: http://run.gofundraise.com.au/page/EPS  
 

Jay Tucker … Senior School Assistant Principal 



8-14 March: World Glaucoma Week  
World Glaucoma Week raises awareness of the 
worldwide leading cause of irreversible blindness. 
The week also aims to raise funds to continue 
research in glaucoma. 
 
8-15 March: Multiple Birth Awareness Week 
Multiple Birth Awareness Week is a celebration of 
families raising twins, triplets, and more. The 
week also aims to raise awareness of the 
challenges that go hand-in-hand with raising these 
children. 
 
9-15 March: Be Cruelty Free Week 
Be Cruelty-Free Week aims to raise 
awareness of the leading global 
campaign to end animal testing for  
cosmetics. Join the Humane Society International 
and their partners around the world as we fight to 
end cosmetics animal cruelty forever. A great 
victory for animals was achieved by convincing 
Europe to become the world's largest cruelty-free 
cosmetics market. But in 8 out of 10 countries it's 
still legal to test beauty products and their 
ingredients on animals. Join HSI and help us 
convince the whole world to be Cruelty-Free! 
 
12 March: World Kidney Day 
Diabetes and high blood pressure 
are both key risk factors for chronic 
kidney disease. World Kidney Day  
aims to raise awareness of the importance of our 
kidneys to our health, and aims to reduce the 

impact of kidney disease worldwide. 
13-15 March: Melbourne Ukulele Festival 
The Melbourne Ukulele Festival brings together 
many of the world's best ukulele acts. It is a 
strongly community-focussed, non-profit 
festival; dedicated to sharing the joy of the 
ukulele with both die-hard uke nuts and music 
fans in general. The festival will have something 
for everyone, young or old, solo or ensemble, 
artist or fan. 
 

14-22 March: Cultural Diversity Week 
Cultural Diversity Week is held annually in 
March. The Week provides an opportunity for 
all Victorians to celebrate our cultural, linguistic 
and religious diversity, with a variety of events 
and activities taking place across the State. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enjoy your upcoming weeks and whatever you may 
be celebrating!  

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal 
 

Attachments :   
What’s Happening during Week 5 & 6 at EPS  
March Calendar 
PT Interview Flyer 

 

St Kilda Street Bridge Closure  

 

Phil Burga, Team Leader—Structures from VicRoads advises that St Kilda Street (John Monash) Bridge, 

Elwood will be temporarily closed for bridge works from 10 March to 24 March, 2015. 

 

The closure of St Kilda Street Bridge is required to complete works to repair the footpath surface and bridge 

railing. 

 

Traffic along St Kilda Street will be diverted via Glen Huntly Road, Nepean Hwy and North Road.  Detour 

signs and electronic signs will be in place to advise drivers of alternative routes.  A short signed detour will be 

in place diverting pedestrians and cyclists along the shared user path. 

 

Please note that in the event of inclement weather, works will be moved to the next available date. 

 

VicRoads apologises for any inconvenience.  Please contact Mr Jay Caliskan on 9313 1184 (during business 

hours) or the VicRoads Traffic Management Centre on 13 11 70 should you have any queries regarding these 

repairs works. 
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