
Dear Parents 
 

School Council 2018 
Our School Council comprises of 
parents,  DET employees and 
community members who meet 
monthly to partner together to ensure 
our school provides a quality 
education for all students. Parents on 
School Council do not need to have 
special skills, just a commitment to 
work in partnership with others to 
help shape the school’s future.  
 

As a parent you can nominate or 
second a nomination for other parents 
to be on School Council for the next 
two years. It is a fantastic way to be 
deeply involved in the school.  
 

If you would like to stand for School 
Council or nominate a parent to stand 
please collect a nomination form and 
return it to the office before 4.00pm 
Thursday 1 March  
 

The following School Council 
members have completed their two 
year term or are retiring: Andrew 
Gyopar, Haydn Janney, Christina 
Redlich. Michael Carter has completed 
his one year term. They can choose to 
renominate if they choose.  
 

If  there are more than four 
nominations an election will need to be 
held. The following teachers have 
completed their School Council terms: 
Corey Hall and Nick D”Amelio. If 
there are more than two teacher 

nominations an election will also need 
to be held in this category.  
 

Timeline for School Council 
Elections:  
Wednesday 14 February :  
Nominations called for School Council  
Thursday 1 March :  
Nominations closed.  
Note : A list of candidates, nominator 
and seconder will be displayed (if there 
are more nominations than vacancies)  

Monday 5 March :  
Distribute ballot papers if required  
Monday 19 March :  
Close of ballot. (4:00pm)  
Monday19 March :  
Count votes and declare the poll  
Thursday 22 March :  
New council is able to meet  
 

Information Nights – Next Week  
Information nights are being held for 
all grade levels at 7.00pm.  
Prep : Monday 19 February  
Grade 1 &2 : Tuesday 20 February  
Grade 3 & 4 : Wednesday 21 February  
Grade 5 & 6 : Thursday 22 February  
 

All families will receive an information 
booklet which will be emailed the day 
after your information night to ensure 
all families receive it. For more 
information see the attached flyer.  
 

Student Welfare at Elwood PS  
Students, teachers and parents work 
together to make Elwood Primary 
School a lovely place to be. We want 
students to be the best they can and be 
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CALENDAR 
Thursday 15 February 
7.15pm School Council 

 

Friday 16 February 
Grade 5/6 Sport 

 

Monday 19 February 
3.00pm Assembly - Grade 1 Choir 
7.00pm Level 1 Information Night 

 

Tuesday 20 February 
Scholastic Book Club Orders due 

7.00pm Level 2 Information Night 
 

Wednesday 21 February 
Preps don’t attend school 

7.00pm Level 3 Information Night 
 

Thursday 22 February 
School Photos - Prep to Grade 2 

7.00pm Level 4 Information Night 
 

Friday 23 February 
Grade 5/6 Sport 

 

Monday 26 February 
Responsible Pet Ed - Grade 1 

 

Wednesday 28 February 
Last day Preps don’t attend school 

 

Friday 2 March 
Grade 5/6 Sport 

9.15am Prep Parent Morning Tea 
 

Saturday 3 March 
Community Market - Grade 6  

Rostered 
 

Monday 5 March 
3.00pm Assembly - Grade 3/4 Choir 

 

Tuesday 6 March 
Sub-committees meeting 

 
 
 

Website :  www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au          Scott Street, Elwood Vic 3184  
Phone :  9531 2762              

 Community Market (bookings) : www.trybooking.com/333813                 Fax :  9531 5497 

    SCHOOL PHOTOS 
       

         Thursday 22 February 
                     (Prep, Grades 1 & 2) 

    School uniform must be worn both days     

     Family and extra Student Envelopes will be available 

from  the school office shortly.   
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‘Organised, Persistent, Confident’ and able to ‘Get 
Along’ with others. To do this, we must respect each 
other’s differences, treat each other kindly and listen to 
each other.  
 

We all need to remember that we have rights and 
responsibilities to make Elwood Primary work well, 
and must follow some simple safety rules.  
 

These ideas and rules help with the safe running of the 
school and make sure students can enjoy their time 
here and develop as co-operative individuals.  
 

Each class teacher and specialist teacher develops a set 
of Rules, Consequences and Rewards which the class 
work by and are on display in the classroom. A short 
description of what may occur in each classroom 
follows:  
 

Rules  
Each classroom develops a set of rules/expectations/
values that the class work to. These will generally be 
set up to cover respect for others, safety, social 
expectations, responsibilities and desired behaviours.  
 

Rewards  
Our school believes that children respond to positive 
reinforcement. Notes of praise are sent to parents. 
Children’s efforts are recognised by verbal praise and 
awards in class and whole school assembly.  
 

Good behaviour by individuals and the whole class 
may accrue points towards a reward. This reward is 
negotiated between the children and the teacher. It 
does not devalue any area of the curriculum and 
should not incur any cost for the parent.  
 

A typical reward may be a class party or extra time 
provided for a favourite activity. Accrued points are 
not taken away for misbehaviour.  
 

Consequences  
For those children who choose not to comply with our 
school rules and behavioural expectations there is a 
sequence of consequences.  
 

Just as points accruing towards a reward for good 
behaviour cannot be deducted, so consequences for 
misbehaviour are always carried out.  
 

All teachers will email home a copy of their grades 
classroom procedures next week for you to read and 
discuss with your child.  
 

Centenary T- Shirts 
Centenary yellow t–shirts can be worn to school as part 
of  school uniform. When our current stock of size 12 
and 14 t-shirts are sold there will be no more printed.  
The price has been reduced to $20.00. They are 
available from the office until sold out. 

Rob Csoti 

You Can Do It 
Term 1: Getting Along 
Getting along means working well with teachers and 
classmates, resolving disagreements peacefully, 
following the rules of the classroom and making 
positive contributions to school, home and the 
community including protecting the rights of others 
and looking after the environment.  

 

This fortnight we will focus on:  
Playing Fairly 

 

Whatever age you are, playing games is a great 
pastime. There are a whole range of games we play, 
from footy to cards and other ball games to games in 
the sandpit or with POD scrap and while it is always 
good to do your best, it should always be done in a 
fair and friendly way. 
 

Playing fairly means not just following the rules of 
the game but following the spirit of the game. By all 
means, try your hardest, use the best strategies and 
support your team mates but always do this in a fair 
and reasonable way. 
 

Start every game in a friendly manner. Encourage 
those on your team and give them opportunities to 
participate and respect your opposition and all their 
hard work as well. 
 

Help pack up at the end if there is equipment 
involved and look forward to the next day. You will 
earn much more respect by being a fair player then 
you ever will by being a proud winner or bad loser. 
 

At all times, play fairly. Give others a go and stick to 
the spirit of the rules. In the end, the game should be 
fun for all, win, lose or draw. 
 

DO:      
Keep smiles and celebrations low key                       
Comment on good players                 
Try hard, even if you are winning     
Thank others for the game   
Give others a go 
  

Don’t: 
Don’t boast about your ability or victory 
Don’t comment on how far behind the others are 
Don’t point out where others are going wrong 
Don’t act happy about others’ mistakes 
Don’t cheat or manipulate 
 

You Can Do It! 
 

Manners Matter 
Please and Thank You 
There are opportunities everyday to say Please and 

Thank You. At home, in the classroom, visiting the 
office, in the yard, at a friend’s home – there are 
people who help us and all of them need to be treated 
courteously. 

 



One great way we can do this is by saying Please 

and Thank You. 
 
You will be surprised how much 
people value Please  

and Thank You. These simple 
words let people know you  
do appreciate what they do  
for you and also let them  
know you are  a friendly kid. 
 
So this fortnight – let’s hear lots of please and thank 
yous! 
 
Manners Matter 
 

Global Calendar 
Our Global calendar is a way to celebrate significant 
cultural and environmental events and is a terrific 
springboard for conversations at home! What’s on in 
the coming weeks? 
 
18 February: International Asperger's Day 
International Asperger's Day aims to highlight the 
significance of Asperger syndrome for both society 
and individuals, also illustrates one of the many 
challenges to the newcomer trying to understand the 
autism spectrum. 
 
21 February: International Mother Language Day  
International Mother Language Day is a day of 
multilingualism and multiculturalism. It is a chance 
to promote the preservation and protection of all 
languages. 
 

22 February: World Thinking Day  
World Thinking Day is a day of 
friendship, advocacy and 
fundraising for 10 million Girl 
Guides and Girl Scouts around  
the world.  
 
25 February - 3 March: Hearing Awareness Week 
One in six Australians is Deaf, Deafblind, hearing 
impaired or has a chronic ear disorder. Hearing 
Awareness Week provides an opportunity to 
explain that hearing health is an important issue for 
every Australian. Hearing Awareness Week occurs 
each year in the last full week of August 
National/State: National 
 
1 March: World Compliment Day 
Give someone a genuine compliment today! 
 
Australian Women's History Month 
Women's History Month (WHM) is held annually in 
many parts of the world to acknowledge and 
document the role women play in making and 
shaping history.   National/State: National 
Website: womenshistory.net.au/  
 

Enjoy your upcoming weeks, whatever it holds or 
whatever you are celebrating!  
 

Nicole Richards … Assistant Principal 
 

Attachment :   
Term 1 Specialist Overview 
Financial Assistance for Parents (CSEF) 
Team Holiday 
Year Level Information Nights  

http://www.asperger.asn.au/
http://www.un.org/en/events/motherlanguageday/
http://www.worldthinkingday.org/en/home
http://www.hearingawarenessweek.org.au/
http://www.worldcomplimentday.info/
http://womenshistory.net.au/
http://womenshistory.net.au/


TERM ONE SPECIALIST OVERVIEW 

PE & Sport - Sam Casey & Leyna Parkes 
For more information on all things Sport and PE, including key dates and detailed information about upcoming 
events for the year, go to our PE website: www.elwoodpspe.com 
 

Prep : This term the Prep students will be taking part in different tasks and games to develop their spatial 
awareness, boundaries and knowledge different rules. We will also have a major focus on explicitly teaching 
Fundamental Movement Skills (FMS). These are the skills which provide the foundation for human movement. 
When learnt, they allow students to be competent and confident in the participation of a range of physical 
activities, games, sports etc.  
 

The list of fundamental movement skills include Locomotor and Non-Locomotor Skills (rolling, balancing, 
sliding, jogging, running, leaping, jumping, hopping, dodging, galloping and skipping) and Object Control 

Skills (bouncing, throwing, catching, kicking, striking). 
 

Grade 1 & 2 : We will begin by completing tasks and problem solving activities to develop our ability to work 
as a team in a cooperative way.  We will also continue exploring  and practising the Fundamental Movement 
Skills (FMS) of throwing, catching and kicking. This will be done through fun activity stations and using the 
Game Sense Approach. 
 

Grade 3 & 4 :  Team building and problem solving will be a focus to improve co-operation and 
communication.  We will also be further developing our Fundamental Movement Skills (FMS) using a game 
sense approach to further develop the skills and knowledge we need for minor games in T-Ball and Ultimate 
Frisbee. 
 

Grade 5 & 6 :  A major focus will be taking part in team building and problem solving activities to explore the 
different roles that we use to develop our ability to communicate and work together.  The senior school 
students will then move onto striking and fielding games such as Softball and Cricket through a modified 
games sense approach to help develop our skills in preparation for Friday Sport. 
 

Grade 5 & 6 Summer Sports & Round Robin : The sports for this term are Softball, Basketball, Hockey, Volley 
Stars and Cricket.  After several practise sessions we compete in the the Summer Round Robin against other 
schools in the Balaclava District on Monday 19 March.  For more information and to learn more about our 
Team Selection guidelines please refer to the GR 5&6 Sport section on the PE website. 
 

LOTE Program - Kirsteen Reid, Jenny Zimbachs & Made Ardana 

Grade 2 : Students will be introduced to the wonderful world of learning another language. Students will learn 
how to introduce themselves, the greetings for the different times of the day, the colours and the numbers one-
ten. A word list will go home to parents in the next week which outlines the new words we are learning please 
encourage your child to practice at home. 
 

Grade 3 & 4 : Students will spend time revisiting key vocabulary for greetings, classroom language, basic 
conversation, colours and numbers. Students will also talk about why we study Indonesian language and 
complete a mapping exercise, which shows the main Islands of Indonesia and its close proximity to Australia. 
 

Grade 5 & 6 :  Students will spend time revisiting key vocabulary for greetings, classroom language, basic 
conversation, colours and numbers. The students will use their basic conversation skills to write and design a 
cartoon strip. Students will practice performing simple conversations with their classmates. 
 

Performing Arts - Paula Russell 
Prep  : As part of our Performing Arts program, students in Prep will develop fundamental movement skills 
through a variety of activities and games.  Our focus this term is Dance! Students will explore movement safely, 
improvising ideas in response to a range of music and imagery stimuli to create dance sequences.  Students will 
explore shapes and levels.  We will learn folk dances such as the Shoemaker Dance and Seven Steps. 
  
Grade One : As part of our Performing Arts program, the Grade One students will develop body awareness 
through structured and improvised activities using shapes and locomotor and non-locomotor movement.  Our 
focus this term is Dance!  Students will explore personal and general space, composing and presenting their 
own ‘Name Dance’.  We will learn folk dances such as Cross Dance and the Heel and Toe Polka.   

http://www.elwoodpspe.com
http://www.elwoodpspe.com/gr-5--6-sport.html


Music Program - Kaz Sieger 

Prep : Students come to Music once a week to sing and play! We’ll begin to explore and understand musical 
concepts through singing, games, dancing and playing instruments. Students are encouraged to perform 
confidently in front of each other and have fun! 
 
Grade 1 & 2 : Students learn to perform and create music through singing, games and playing instruments. We 
learn to read and write rhythm and pitch, explore new musical concepts and enjoy making music together! 
Students perform in the Grade 1 or Grade 2 Choir at assembly throughout the year.  
 
Grade 3 &  4 : Students in Grade 3 learn how to play the recorder! Students work on reading and playing 
fluently, individually and with others. Each individual Grade 4 student will begin to concentrate on a modern 
instrument. They learn more challenging notation and develop greater aural skills. All students are welcome to 
join the 3/4 Choir and Orchestra. 
 
Grade 5 & 6 : Students will amp it up a notch and make a band! Bands are made up of class members which 
write and rehearse together. Students plan and discuss what they practice and decide the arrangement of the 
songs. Students can join the Senior Choir and the school Music Leaders have the opportunity to run the School 
Talent Show during Wednesday lunchtimes. 
 
Concerts :  Students who learn an instrument will be performing at each Soiree throughout the year. Choirs 
perform regularly at assembly. The School Orchestra will be guest performers at the Art Show later in the year. 
 
Lessons : Try learning an instrument! Dean teaches Brass and Woodwind during school hours. Be sure to get in 
as early as possible so you don’t miss out on a spot. You can find more information at the office. Contact 
Creative Music for lessons on Keyboard, Guitar and Drums. 
 
Jam Session & Talent Show : During Thursday lunchtimes students are invited to come to the Music Room for 
extra practise and even jam with friends. During Wednesday lunchtimes the music leaders host the Talent 
Show for students to perform something they know to thrill the audience will. This takes place at the Stage. 






