
Welcome back 
As always, it is so lovely to see all the 
smiling faces – kids, staff and families 
– on the first day back. It would seem 
everyone has had a great break, re-
charged the batteries and are happy 
and ready for a great beginning.  
 
Term 1 always passes quickly and we 
step into the new year with a positive 
energy. So much is already planned for 
Term 1 with Information Nights, 
School Photos, Grade 4-6 Swimming 
trials, Parent/Teacher Interviews and a 
Curriculum Day.  Please keep an eye 
on newsletters, our website and our 
app Konnective to keep up with it all. 
 
Congratulations to all of our preps on 
their first assembly held on Monday. 
They were terrific audience members 
and it seemed as though they had all 
done it before. Even singing the 
National Anthem with gusto!  We also 
welcome all of our new students, their 
families and staff throughout the 
school and hope that you have made 
some friends and are settling into EPS. 
It can be hard to move schools and 
make new friends sometimes, but we 
hope that our first You Can Do It and 
Manners Matter foci will help out. 
 

Information Nights 
Information Nights will be held in 
Week 4 – beginning with the Level 1 
(Prep) Night on Monday 18 February, 
followed by each Level throughout the 
week. Each Information Night will 
begin at 7.00pm and will give you the 
opportunity to meet all of the team, 
hear about programs and events 
particular to that level and also time to 
spend in the classroom with your 
child’s classroom teacher.  More 
information will be communicated to 
you closer to the time. 
 

Buildings and facilities 
Over the holidays, work continued in 
our SAKG kitchen – with mould 

removal and preparation for new 
flooring. Builders will be back 
throughout this week to hopefully 
complete the works and Grade 3/4 
classes beginning in Week 3. I will 
keep you posted as the works move 
forward. 
 
A HUGE thank you and a great show 
of resilience to Tessa, Grade 1T, 
Kirsteen and Jenny (our LOTE) 
teachers, who arrived back at school 
last week to an adventure water park 
in the JLC! Unfortunately we had a 
mains leak in the JLC, with water 
damage throughout the LOTE room, 
kitchenette, Grade 1T classroom and 
Sara and Rosie ’s of f ice.  The 
Department of Education acted swiftly 
and fixed the leak, dried out the space 
and we now wait to have the spaces 
reinstated. We hope this will happen 
quickly and 1T can move back into 
their classroom. In the meantime, Tessa 
and the Team have made a great 
learning space in the LOTE room and 
are excited about learning and being 
back at school. Good one! 
 

2018 Victorian School 
Sport Award 
Our graduated Grade 6 student from 
last year - Amelia Z - has been selected 
to receive a 2018 Victorian School Sport 
Award.  She will be awarded at the 
Victorian School Sports Awards 
Ceremony in March at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground.  The awards allow 
School Sport Victoria and the 
Department of Education and Training 
(DET) the opportunity to acknowledge 
high performing students, teachers and 
volunteers and the breadth of talent in 
Victorian government schools. We are 
very proud of Amelia participating in 
school sport and following her dreams 
of being successful both in the 
classroom and on the sporting field.  
Go Amelia! 
 

Nicole Richards….. Principal 
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CALENDAR 

Wednesday 06 February  
Prep Gap Day , Preps do not attend 

school 
Volunteer Information Night 

 

Friday 08 February  
Grade 4-6 Swimming Trials 

 
Sunday 10 Feb—Monday 11 Feb 

Leadership Conference 
 

Wednesday 13 February 
Prep Gap Day, Preps do not attend 

school 
Grade 3-6 School Photo’s  

 

Friday 15 February 
Grade 5/6 Sport 

Prep & Grade 6 Buddy picnic 
 

Monday 18 February 
Life Ed—Grade 2 

Assembly 
Level 1 Information night 

 

Tuesday 19 February 
Life Ed—Grade 2 

Level 2 Information night 
 

Wednesday 20 February 
Prep Gap Day, Preps do not attend 

school 
Level 3 Information night 

 

Thursday 21 February 
Prep - Grade 2 School Photo’s 

Level 4 Information night 
 

Friday 22 February 
Grade 5/6 Sport 

District Swimming  
 

Wednesday 27 February 
Prep Gap Day, Preps do not attend 

school 
 

Friday 1 March 
Grade 5/6 Sport  

Website :  www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au          Scott Street, Elwood Vic 3184  
Phone :  9531 2762              

 Community Market (bookings) : www.trybooking.com/437202     
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Children at Risk of  Anaphylaxis 
There are a number of students in our school who have 
severe allergic reactions. Anaphylaxis is a severe allergic 
reaction  which  can be life threatening, however with 
your help and careful management any risks can be 
substantially reduced. 
 
The school has a number of strategies in place to support 
students at risk of anaphylaxis, one of which is ensuring 
that our community and our students are aware of, and 
sensitive to, the needs of these students.  Classes with an 
anaphylaxis student will have receveid a letter and will  
participate in a workshop (conducted by Katie, our 
school nurse) which is intended to raise their awareness 
of allergic reactions, what might trigger one, what a 
reaction might look  like,  and how they can support 
each other in ensuring that exposure to allergens which 
might result in an anaphylactic reaction is significantly 
reduced. 
 
It is our policy at school to minimise the risk of allergic 
reactions during class time by: 
 

 Asking that you avoid sending your child to school 
with food that might in some way, through 
accidental contact, cause such an allergic reaction 

 Ensuring that children do not share food at any time 
and that they wash their hands after eating 

 Ensuring that children always eat in a supervised  
environment 

 Regularly cleaning spaces where children eat 

 Promoting an awareness of anaphylaxis, allergens, 
reactions and what they can do to help should the 
need arise. 

 
As we are sure you can appreciate, parents of a child at 
risk of anaphylaxis often worry about their children 
when they are at school, out of their care and relying on 
others to ensure their safety. We need your support to 
reduce the risks and thank you for your care in ensuring 
our learning environments are safe for everyone. If your 
child is in a class with a child at risk of anaphylaxis 
you will already have received a letter advising you of 
their allergy and what triggers a reaction. Please make 
sure you check your child’s bag for any notices sent 
home from school. 
See our policy on our website for further information. 
 

Personal Goods 
The Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development does not hold insurance nor does it accept 
responsibility for private property brought to school by 
students, staff and visitors.  It is not advisable to bring 
any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school.  
 

Curriculum Days 
The next Curriculum Day (student free) scheduled this 
year is  Tuesday 5 March.  Please save the date in your 
calendar. 
 
 

Lunch Order Menu 
A copy of the 2019 Lunch Order Menu is attached. 
This menu replaces all previous ones and is effective 
immediately.    
 

School Camp Dates 
Grade 3 :   7-9 October  
Grade 4 :   2-4 December  
Grade 5:    18-20 September  
Grade 6 :  16-18 September 
 

2019 Term Dates 
Term 1 finish : Friday 5 April  
Term 2 : 23 April to 28 June 
Term 3 : 15 July to 20 September 
Term 4 : 7 October to 20 December 
 

February Market Update 
Thanks to everyone who came and supported the 
Elwood Community Market on Saturday. It was a 
beautiful day and terrific start to 2019, with over 100 
stalls and music on two 
stages. 
Thank you also to all 
staff, parents, and friends 
who volunteered or 
baked. It takes a village 
to put on the markets, 
and your help is so 
appreciated. Thanks to all of the local businesses who 
generously support our market each month. This 
month we would like to thank Lamaro's Hotel and 
Dimattina Coffee. 
Money raised from the Elwood Community Market 
funds projects at Elwood Primary School. The 
February market saw a profit of just over $5,500. 
If your New Years Resolution is to give back to the 
community or get the 'volunteering buzz’, we are 
looking for regular volunteers to join the Volunteer 
Team. All you need to do is commit to two hours each 
market (eight times each year). If this is you, 
please contact the office so we can get in touch and 
help you keep your resolution (see flyer attached).  See 
you all on Saturday, March With thanks,   

The Elwood Community Market Committee 
 

School Council  
School Council elections will take place during Term 1 
with more details shortly. If you are interested in 
becoming a School Councillor feel free to have a chat 
with Nicole Richards, Principal or any of our current 
councillors.  
 

Student Packs (School Charges)  
These will be available shortly in the Senior School 
foyer outside the art room. A Konnective will be sent 
when ready.  Please then collect your packs, make a 
payment and return permission forms as soon as 
possible after collection. Any families experiencing 
difficulty paying please make an appointment to 
Nicole Richards, Principal  to discuss alternatives.  
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2019 Class Lists 
Class Lists are produced from information down-

loaded from our database and then sent to the class 

representative for distribution to your class. These 

lists are private and confidential and are to be only 

used for school based communication.   

This list has the following details : The student first 

name and surname, Adult A name, home phone 

number, mobile number, Adult B name and Adult A 

email address.  Students with two families who 

would like both families included please email the 

school at  elwood.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au as soon  as  

possible.   If you have any questions  call  the  school 

on 9531 2762. 

 

Class Reps still required 
A Class Representative is one of the points of con-
tact between the class teacher and parents of the 
grade.  As a Class Rep, you will be required to at-
tend Parents & Friends meetings (one each term), 
which are fun, brief  and informative 
The following grades still need 1 or 2 people  : 
Prep R, 1L, 1T, 2O, 3A, 3R, 4A, 4J, 4T, 5N. 
Visit www.volunteersignup.org/HBJL4 to register.   
If you have any questions, contact me at  
saralevene@hotmail.com. Thank you for volunteer-
ing!   

Sara Levene 

 

2nd Hand Uniform Shop  
Opening Hours 
February : Tuesday & Thursday 
Tuesday—09:00m - 9.30am  
Thursday—08:45am—9:15am 
March to December :  
Thursdays only—08:45am—09:15am 
All items are $5.00 cash only please except hats and 
scrunchies which are $2.  We are located in the corri-
dor behind the main school office. 
 

QKR 
A reminder notification has been sent via the App to 
advise everyone you need to update your 
child/children's class and year level within your 
profile settings.  If you have any questions please 
see the office. 
 

SCHOLASTIC Book Club 
With such enthusiasm for reading from our Elwood 
students in 2018, the sales from Scholastic Book 
Club generated over $6,000 reward dollars.  This has 
enabled the teachers to buy valuable resources for 
the classrooms and library.  This year we will only 
be offering book club via online ordering.  The cata-
logue will still come home with your child, so you 
can browse through it together but everyone will  

need to order online, no cash or cheque orders please. 
Term 1 
The catalogue will be distributed in Week 3  
Due Date for online ordering – Tuesday 19 February 
 

SSV State Team Nominations 2019 
Nominations are now open for the SSV state team.   
This is not a "Come & Try" activity and is strictly for 
students who are already excelling in their sport  e.g. 
currently playing in a representative team, won previ-
ous year's league best and fairest etc.  
These excelling students may be nominated (by par-
ents) in a range of sports including: 
GIRLS-Basketball, Netball, Soccer, Cricket 
BOYS -Basketball, Football (AFL), Soccer, Cricket 
To nominate your child, Parents (not students) must; 
• Gather evidence of your child competing at an 
ELITE level, eg. letter from representative team coach. 

 Set up a meeting to discuss & seek approval 
from your PE teacher. (Permission will only be 
given if substantial evidence has been provided. 
Teachers/Principals are not eligible to sign 
these applications if insufficient evidence is pro-
vided).   

• If approved by the PE Teacher & Principal, parents 
then complete an online nomination form and submit 
a $25 non refundable payment to the SSV. 
• Download the form and then have it signed by 
the PE teacher and Principal. 

 Take the signed form on the day of the trial. 
If they are successful in the nomination, students who 
are selected must be available to participate in a series 
of SSV trials at each level as follows -
Beachside Division Trials > Southern Metropolitan 
Trials  SSV  Trials Camp.  ALL costs are covered by 
the parents for successful participants and may in-
clude interstate travel and accommodation costs.  
Online nominations close 1 March 2019. Late entries 
will not be accepted.  For more information on SSV 
team pathways, processes, selection criteria & nomi-
nation forms, go to the SSV website: 
http://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/team-vic 
 

Basketball 
Grade 6  
Calling grade 6 girls who want to play basketball 
We are a couple short of a team  Playing at MSAC Sat-
urday afternoons (new team).  If you are interested 
please contact  Bruce Whorlton or Keira (6T) Ralf 
Huempel or Chloe  0409228257 
 

Grade 3  
Port Phillip Basketball Association are  looking for 3 
more players for a basketball team for Grade 3 girls.  
Training is on Mondays 3.45pm-4.45pm at Elwood 
Primary School.  Games are on Saturdays around 12 at 
MSAC.  Contact Isabelle 04 05 807 315 or  
aijahan@gmail.com 

https://www.volunteersignup.org/HBJL4
mailto:saralevene@hotmail.com
http://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/team-vic
mailto:aijahan@gmail.com
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KIDSKICK SOCCER Term 1 
KIDSKICK is offering kids the opportunity to learn 
various skills of soccer in a safe, structured, 
exciting and professional environment.  Each 
session is led by qualified instructors and runs for 
60 minutes comprising warm-up stretches, skills 
drills, concept games and a 15 minute game of 
soccer where everyone gets a go.  The program 
starts Saturday 9 February at 10am and runs over 8 
Saturdays in Term 1 at St Kilda Primary Oval, 
Brighton Road, St Kilda.  Tuition fee is $110.  For 
registration and enquiries phone Dino on 0413 172 
136 or email macmarn@bigpond.net.au 
 

You Can Do It 

Term 1: Getting Along 

Getting Along means working well with teachers 

a n d  c l a s s m a t e s ,  r e s o l v i n g 

disagreements peacefully, following the 

rules of the classroom and making 

positive contributions to school, home 

and the community including 

protecting the rights of others and looking after the 

environment.  

 

This fortnight with You Can Do It! we will focus 

on:  Smiling. 

 

Our very first You can Do It focus is an easy one to 

do, but sometimes we forget just how important 

this one is and how it can make people feel happy, 

safe and welcomed.  

 

As everyone returns for the new school year, or 

new students, families and teachers are welcomed 

for the first time to Elwood Primary School – a 

Smiling is such a wonderful, friendly thing to do. It 

is fun and contagious and a smile is always 

returned with another. 

 

When greeting old friends, trying to make new ones 

or just passing along the feeling of friendship and 

happiness – smile! 

 

You Can Do It! 

 

Manners Matter 

This fortnight with Manners Matter, we will focus 

on:  Saying Hello! 

 

Manners Matter at Elwood Primary School and 

along with a bright smile, a welcoming “Hello” 

shows that you are a friendly and polite Elwood 

Primary School kid. You can make a new person in 

the playground or in your classroom feel less alone 

with a happy “Hello” and a smile.  

 

There are many different greetings from “Hello”, 

“Good morning” and “Good afternoon” to “Hi” 

and “G’Day!” You might even know some other 

languages to say “hello” to someone.  

 

Give it a go in the school and watch the happiness, 

smiles and friendships pass on to each other and 

make our school an even better one! 

 

Remember, Manners Matter. 

 

Attachments ~ Lunch orders, Elwood Market, St 

Kilda Jnr Football Club, Netset, Sport Phillip. 

      SCHOOL PHOTOS 

      Wednesday 13 February 

          (Grades 3 to 6) 

 

         Thursday 21 February   

                                                                     (Prep, Grades 1 & 2) 

School uniform must be worn both days     

Family and extra Student Envelopes will be available from  the school office. 

  Note : Family photos will be taken on both days—families with PREP students will be on Thursday. 



P A G E  5  

 

 



P A G E  6  

 



P A G E  7  

 





P A G E  9  

 

  
 





 
 
Nicole Richards….Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


