
Term 3 
Welcome back everyone and welcome 
to Term 3.  Although a cold term, it is a 
busy one to keep us warm. It has been 
great catching up with all of the staff, 
students and families to hear about 
relaxing holidays spent together and 
even more lovely to see the smiles and 
happy faces of the students and staff 
back at school, raring to go.  
 

Building works 
Over the holiday period, there were a 
lot of building works going on in the 
Junior School, with the large screw 
piles being installed ready for the 
delivery of our new building at the end 
of August. Building of the modular 
continued over the holidays, offsite, 
with the frames and walls now up. 
Some of us will visit the factory in the 
next few weeks to view and walk 
through the unit – I will share some 
updated photos then.  I would like to 
thank the builders for scheduling all of 
the building works during the school 
holiday period, ensuring there has 
been as minimal interruption to our 
school life as possible. I also thank all 
of the students and staff of TeamKids 
who shared the space over the holiday 
and modified their program to make 
sure we all worked together in 
harmony— Thanks Liz and Team! 
 

Absence SMS 
Thank you everyone for your patience 
and assistance whilst we test and 
implement the Department of 
Education’s new “School Attendance 
Guidelines” which includes notifying 
parents of unexplained absences.  
Currently we are working through 
ensuring all emails, phone calls and 
late notices are processed by the 
teachers or the office staff in a timely 
way, so that correct information and 
the SMS notifications are accurate.  
Clear communication and the 

collaboration between home and 
school is critical to the successful 
implementat ion of  same day 
notifications. Please make sure your 

contact details are up to date with the 
office and please notify us of your 
child’s absence by 9:30am, where 
practicable, by calling the office and 
leaving a message or on our website. 
Over the next few weeks we continue 
to trial and test the new system to 
work out any glitches and processes 
and appreciate your support. Any 
feedback on the system so far is also 
appreciated. 
 

Parent Opinion Survey 
The 2018 Parent Opinion Survey will 
run from the 23 July to 26 August. The 
survey will be conducted online and 
only takes 15minutes to complete. It 
can be accessed via desktop, laptop, 
tablet or mobile through a secure 
online portal.  It is an annual survey 
offered by the Department of 
Education and Training that is 
conducted amongst a sample of 
randomly selected parents. All 
responses are anonymous.  The survey 
is designed to assist us in gaining an 
understanding of your perceptions of 
school climate, student behaviour and 
student engagement. We will use the 
survey results to help inform and 
d i r e c t  f u t u r e  p l a n n i n g  a n d 
improvement strategies.  We will 
provide the randomly selected parents 
with the survey link shortly; parents 
log in to the secure site and complete 
the survey online.  We thank you in 
advance for your participation. 
 

Big Night Out 
Tickets are now sold out for the Big 
Night Out. For those of you who have 
bought tickets we look forward to 
seeing you at St Kilda Town Hall in 
your 80’s gear next Friday 27 July. The 
Yard Duty Birds (Teacher band) have 
been rehearsing for their set of 80s hits 
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Website :  www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au          Scott Street, Elwood Vic 3184  
Phone :  9531 2762              

 Community Market (bookings) : www.trybooking.com/333813     

Friday 3 Aug 

Biggest Morning Tea  

& Bake Off



P A G E  2  

to get you on the dance floor, along with the parents’ 
band, The Padres. I am sure we will have some great 
photos to share next newsletter.  
 
If you have tickets but are now unable to attend, we 
suggest emailing your class list as we have many 
families who have missed out. 
 

Listening  
Listening is a very important social skill 
to develop as it allows us to access 
learning, recalling information, shows we 
care about others, models good 
conversational skills and allows us to  
interact in social situations.  Part of being interested is 
showing interest in what others have to say. You show 
interest and courtesy mainly by: *Listening - Asking 
good questions 

 
Listening Do’s and Don’t s 
*DO look at the person who is talking 
*DO stand or sit still when you’re listening 
*DO pay attentions and think about what is being said. 
*DO show that you have been listening by asking a 
good question based on what the person has said. 
*DON’T look at the ground or other things around you 
*DON’T fidget 
*DON’T let your mind wander 
*DON’T just concentrate on what you want to say next 
*DON’T ask questions that change the topic 
Good listening shows others that you are thoughtful 
and considerate.  All part of being an Elwood Kid. 
 

Respecting differences 
There are many things we have in 
common and share at Elwood PS. 
But there are many ways in which 
we differ too.  Some of us like 
football, where others prefer 
netball. Some like maths, others 
prefer reading books. Some people 
like to listen to CDs and music,  
others like to play on the computer. Some of us are tall, 
some of us are short. Some are strong and some are 
fast. In some way or another, we are all different and 
that makes us all the more interesting. It would be 
pretty boring if everyone went around doing exactly 
the same thing – we would all be like robots. 
Thankfully we are not robots, we are human and we 
are all different. Even in the same family, we are 
different from our Mums and Dads, different from our 
brothers and sisters.  Rather than worrying about these 
differences, we need to accept and respect them and 
also to celebrate them.  It is good that we are all 
different from each other and all special and unique!  
Respecting differences shows everyone that we are 
thoughtful, considerate and friendly children.  
YOU CAN DO IT! 

Nicole Richards…Acting Principal  

Enhanced Learning 
On Wednesday evenings the students of the 
Enhanced Learning Program have been working 
away at their learning goals and passion projects. 
Musical instruments, artwork, science experiments, 
performance and photography are among the 
exciting projects the students have been exploring 
and learning more about.  

It has been fantastic to see the growing buzz and 
motivation from everyone, as we move into the last 
weeks of the program! We look forward to 
showcasing all the hard work in our presentation 
night in August.  

From the ELP Learning Leaders 
 

Lunch Orders - New Rice Paper 
Roll Tuesday (menu attached) 
In addition to daily bakery orders and Sushi 
Wednesday orders EPS is  excited to announce 
students will have the opportunity to order Rice 
Paper Roll’s for lunch.  Rice Paper Roll’s will be 
available for ordering on Tuesdays only from 
Tuesday 24 July.  To order simply fill out a brown 
bag with your child’s full name, grade and order. 
Place the money in the bag and drop the order into 
the basket provided at the front office (same system 
as bakery and sushi orders).   Note : if you are 
ordering something for your child from the bakery 
and from the Rice Paper Roll menu you will need to 
complete as two separate orders. 

 



August ‘Mini’ Market  
The next school market, August 4, 
we will be opening a ‘mini-
market’, from 9am- 12 
midday,  where EPS students can 
have a stall to sell their old toys / 
lego / books etc, or a product  
they have made themselves, by themselves or 
with one friend.  Stalls are very limited and are 
$10 each; forms are available at the front 
office.  Food items sold at the market already are 
not permitted, nor are commercially available 
products.  Parents / carers must be on hand to 
supervise if required.  For more information email 
barbdight@gmail.com or pcarfora@gmail.com . 
Get creative or clean out your toy box! 
 

School Album Recording 
We are feeling very ambitious and have decided 
to do a recording of the various classes and choirs 
this year. The working title is the School Album. 
Students did such a great job of their songs in 
production last year we thought we would record 
the ones we are doing this year. Each class or 
group will get their lyrics and links to music sent 
home. If you would like to squeeze in extra 
practice that would be fantastic.  I hope there are 
some groups who have been practicing up songs 
who would like to put themselves forward and 
get on the Album too.   I’ve really enjoyed 
listening to all the original songs students are 
composing! 
 
Volunteers – We need anyone with knowledge or 
background in sound recording to help on the 
days we record. More hands are better than one. 
Students will aim to record their song during 
music class time during Week 8, Monday 3 
September to Friday 7 September. Please do not 
hesitate to get in contact with me  should you 
r e q u i r e  a n y  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n 
sieger.kaz.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Kaz Sieger 
 
 

Kitchen Garden 
A big "thank you" to all those 
who have dropped spent 
wood ash in to the garden 
recently.  Wood ash enriches  
our compost heap; it also deters bugs from our 
fruit trees.  If you have a wood fire to keep you 
warm this Winter, please consider dropping your 
spent wood ash off at the garden, too.    Either 
place it directly into the working compost bin, or 
leave it in a plastic bag by the shed door.   Please 
conta ct  me with  any quer ies  a t 
beckwith.kathryn.a@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 Kathy 

Children at Risk of  Anaphylaxis 
There are a number of students in our school who 
have severe allergic reactions. Anaphylaxis is a se-
vere allergic reaction  which  can be life threatening, 
however with your help and careful management 
any risks can be substantially reduced.  The school 
has a number of strategies in place to support stu-
dents at risk of anaphylaxis, one of which is ensuring 
that our community and our students are aware of, 
and sensitive to, the needs of these students. Conse-
quently your child’s class will participate in a work-
shop (conducted by Katie, our school nurse) which is 
intended to raise their awareness of allergic reac-
tions, what might trigger one, what a reaction might 
look  like,  and how they can support each other in 
ensuring that exposure to allergens which might re-
sult in an anaphylactic reaction is significantly re-
duced. 
It is our policy at school to minimise the risk of aller-
gic reactions during class time by: 
 

 Asking that you avoid sending your child to 

school with food that might in some way, 

through accidental contact, cause such an allergic 

reaction 

 Ensuring that children do not share food at any 

time and that they wash their hands after eating 

 Ensuring that children always eat in a supervised  

environment 

 Regularly cleaning spaces where children eat 

 Promoting an awareness of anaphylaxis, aller-

gens, reactions and what they can do to help 

should the need arise. 

As we are sure you can appreciate, parents of a child 

at risk of anaphylaxis often worry about their chil-

dren when they are at school, out of their care and 

relying on others to ensure their safety. We need 

your support to reduce the risks and thank you for 

your care in ensuring our learning environments are 

safe for everyone. If your child is in a class with a 

child at risk of anaphylaxis you will already have 

received a letter advising you of their allergy and 

what triggers a reaction. Please make sure you check 

your child’s bag for any notices sent home from 

school. 

 
Attachments:   
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TeamKids 
BNO—Sold Out 
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