
Dear Parents 
 

Grade 6 Graduation  
The Grade 6 graduation dinner, 
ceremony and disco will take place on 
Thursday December 10. To make this 
event a night to remember we are 
asking for some Grade 5 parents to 
help decorate the room and serve 
dinner. If you are interested could 
you please contact Raquel, Joseph or 
myself. 
 
Grades 2010 Student Placement 
Teachers will begin the complicated 
and time-consuming task of working 
out the grades for 2010 shortly. Our 
aim is to come up with the best 
possible combinations of students to 
allow for maximum learning in each 
classroom. 
 
This is the process that teachers 
follow:  
 
* students will be asked to list 4 
students they would like to be with in 
2010.  From this list we guarantee 
each student one friend. 
 

* teachers then compile grades that 
h a v e  a n  e v e n  s p r e a d  o f 
abilities, personalties and take into 
account which students work well 
together and which don't.  
 

* these lists are then shown to the 
previous grade levels coordinator to 
see that that we have the best 
placement for the student. 
 

* lists are then shown to Gayle and 
myself for final checking.  
 
This process will take most of the 
November with students finding out 
their new grades and teachers on 
whole school transition day on 
Tuesday December 8. 
 

If parents have any concerns about 
the placement of their child they need 

to be put in writing and based on 
Educational or Emotional grounds  
and be sent to myself by Friday 13 

November . 
 
Alternatively if you are leaving our 
school please complete the ôIntention 
for 2010õ  form on the back page of the 
newsletter and return to the school 
office. 
 
Grades 2010 - Structure  
As this stage we are anticipating that 
we will have 27 grades next year. The 
break down will be:  
 

¶ Prep - 6 Grades 

¶ Grade 1 - 5 Grades 

¶ Grade 2 -  4 Grades 

¶ Grade 3 - 3 Grades 

¶ Grades 3/4 - 1 Grade 

¶ Grade 4 - 3 Grades 

¶ Grade 5 - 2 Grades 

¶ Grade 5/6 - 1 Grade 

¶ Grade 6 - 2  Grades 
 
Grades 2010 - Teachers 
Teacher placement will not be 
confirmed until late November when 
interviews are completed for a 
number of positions we currently 
have advertised. We have 3 Leading 
teacher positions advertised, 2 
classroom positions and a musical 
performance/choral position (to 
compliment and enhance Brendan's 
program). These positions will be 
finalised over the next 3 weeks. 
 

Congratulations  
Congratulations to Fiona Short who 
has gained a promotion to Leading 
Teacher at Yarraville West Primary 
School. This is a great achievement 
and the culmination of many years of 
dedicated work in both the classroom 
and curriculum at Elwood PS.  

Rob Csoti 
Principal  
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CALENDAR 
Friday  6 November  
2.00pm Ready Set Go  

Summer Sport -  Gr 5 & 6  
 

Saturday 7 November  
Community Market  

Grades 5J & 5S rostered  
 

Monday 9 November  
3.00pm Whole School  

Assembly  
  

Wed 11 - Fri 13 November  
Grade 3 & 4 Camp   

at Phillip island  
 

Friday 13 November  

Summer Sports -   

Grade 5 & 6  
 

Sunday 15 November  
8.00am Working Bee -   

Grade 1 & 2  
 

Monday 16 November  
Bike Ed -  Year 4  

International Day of  

Tolerance -  Grade 1 & 2  
3.00pm Assembly -   

Grades 1 to 4  
 

Tuesday 17 November  
Bike Ed -  Year 4  

 

Wednesday 18 November  
Casual Clothes Day for 

Wesley Mission  

Newsletter PO & PK  
 

Thursday 19 November  
Bike Ed -  Year 4  

4.30pm Ready Set Go  

 PJ Party for 2010 Preps  
7.15pm School Council  

 

Friday 20 November  
Summer Sports -   

Grade 5 & 6  
 

Friday 18 December  
Last Day of School  

1.30pm Finish  

Scott Street, Elwood Vic 3184                                                                            Phone :  9531 2762  

Community Market (call Camille to book a stall) 0422 976 276                             Fax :  9531 5497  
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Introduction of  the Victorian 
Student Number  
Our school is working with the Department of 
Education and Early Childhood Development to 
allocate a Victorian Student Number (VSN) to each 
student at the school.  
 
The VSN is a student identification number that is 
being assigned to all students in government and non-
government schools, and students in Vocational 
Education and Training Institutions. The number, 
which is unique to each student, will be used as a key 
identifier on a studentõs school records, and will 
remain with the student throughout his or her 
education, until reaching the age of 25. The VSN is 
nine digits long, randomly assigned, and tied to stable 
information about the student (name, gender, date of 
birth).  
 
The introduction of the Victorian Student Number will 
provide the capability to accurately detect patterns of 
student movement through, and departure from, the 
Victorian education and training system. It will greatly 
improve the collection and analysis of timely and 
accurate data about education in Victoria. The 
Department collects information to track 
improvements made to the education system, identify 
areas that require further improvement, and to analyse 
trends and identify future needs. The VSN will 
improve the accuracy, reliability and completeness of 
this information, providing a better basis for assessing 
needs and developing policies to meet them. 
 
You will see the VSN appear on student report cards, 
enrolment confirmations, and exit confirmations.  
If you want to know more about the VSN please see 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/
governance/vsn/overview.htm . 
 

Volunteer & Helpers Morning Tea  
11.00am Monday 30 November  
Once again we would like to thank everyone who has 
helped Elwood Primary in so many ways throughout 
the year by hosting a morning tea. If you helped in the 
classroom, as a community rep, with fundraising, 
markets, Fiesta, on a sub-committee, special projects, 
camps and excursions or in some other fashion we 
would love to see you.  
 

Library  
There is only a month to go before the library closes for 
the annual stock-take. All books must be returned by 
the end of November to enable this to go smoothly. 
There are quite a few overdue books, some dating back 
to the start of the year! This week I have printed 210 
overdue notices - a record! Please help your child look 
for any library books they may have at home and 
return them by the end of November. If you believe 

they have returned their overdue book, please let me 
know so I can check the shelves. You will be sent an 
invoice for any books that have not been returned by 
the end of November to enable us to replace them 
for next yearõs students.  

Sharni Green 
 

Market This Saturday  
Help Urgently Required  
For those parents who have not been able to help at 
their rostered markets this year, or those who just 
want to help out, please contact Kate Redfern on 
0403 254368 or redsed@bigpond.net.au to add your 
name to the roster for Saturdayõs market. 
 

Wesley Mission Food for  
Families Day  
On Wednesday 18 November, Elwood Primary 
School will support the Wesley Missionõs Food for 
Families appeal with a casual dress day. In return for 
wearing casual dress, students are asked to bring 
along a food or toiletries item instead of a gold coin, 
and place it in the box provided in their classroom.  
Each year the Wesley Mission service supports over 
55,000 people. Items collected this year will assist 
with the continuing support of families and 
homeless people at Christmas and throughout the 
coming year. 

Jo Nathan 
 

Stephanie Alexander Companion 
Fundraiser  
Stephanie Alexander has offered her new ôKitchen 
Garden Companionõ to participating schools as a 
fundraising opportunity. The price offered is the 
recommended retail price of $129.00 but each copy 
will be signed by Stephanie Alexander, with 
proceeds supporting our kitchen garden program.  
 

If you would like to purchase one, please visit the 
school website www.elwoodprimary.vic.edu.au/
About Us/Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden and 
download the order form.  Please send the form and 
payment to the school office by Monday 16 
November. Books should be available for collection 
after December 7. 
 

Distribution of  the  
First Christmas DVD  
Christmas will soon be upon us and we at ACCESS 
ministries would like to wish you and your school 
community a joyful holiday time.  As our way of 
celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ, the CRE 
teachers in your school will be giving each of their 
students in the CRE classes a free DVD, The First 
Christmas, which uses clay-animation to tell the 
Christmas story. If you do not wish your child to 
receive this gift, we ask that you please inform the 
school in writing.  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/governance/vsn/overview.htm
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/governance/vsn/overview.htm
mailto:redsed@bigpond.net.au


The Tropical Island 
 

By Billie D, Noah P-W,  

Alistair S and  Hazel W-W 

 

The tropical island is a beautiful 

place to visit. It is thriving with 

palm trees and every morning 

when you wake up it smells new 

and fresh. Some people live in little huts on the island and animals live 

there as well. It is a perfect place for turtles to lay their eggs. Some ani-

mals are dangerous there like sharks, snakes, stingrays and jelly fish. 

All the plants are really green and brown. The sand is really squeaky and 

soft. The sea surrounding the island is very blue and shiny. It is unbe-

lievably beautiful. 

On the points off the island it is very rocky. 

When you walk through the jungle you can hear all different types of 

birds tweeting. 

It is a perfect paradise to relax and go for a big swim. 

Antarctica 
 

By Christina B-B, Shivam K,  

Leon L and Arian M 

 

The freezing icy water is dark blue 

and ice cold. The sharp shards of ice 

are freezing and made of water. The 

thin pointy ice in the water is very 

fragile and flaky. 

When the baby penguins hatch, the father sits on the egg while the 

mother goes fishing. 

At night the snow glows and it is very cloudy. In Antarctic it is ex-

tremely dangerous because if you step on open ice you might fall in 

the rough water and freeze. 

The snowy hills are very slippery and the snow cracks. The weather is 

freezing cold and wet. The clouds cover the blue sky.  

The bare plains are covered in snow. The rocks are cold and have 

patches of ice. 

The Rainforest 
 

By Harriet C, Jesse C,  

Indiana D and Memphis N 

 

The tops of the trees look like 

broccoli. The water from the waterfall 

smashes into the river. People take 

amazing hikes through the super 

rainforest. The trees rustle in the wind like mad. The rainforest is green 

and damp. You see many rare and creepy bugs. You can swim in the 

charming river. The leaves are beautiful, different layers of green. The 

plants are rare. There is a never ending chain of trees.  

Cities 
 

By Chloe K,  

Mali P-H,  Ruby W 

 

Cities are colourful at day 

and night. 

The city is big, tall and wide. 

It has all the colours of the 

rainbow and more. Thou-

sands of people are there. Lots of people have jobs in the city, like 

working at the aquarium, driving trains and taxis, as well as clean-

ing the city.  

There are hundreds of tall buildings and lots of green parks in the 

city. In the city people walk, talk, think, drink, eat, drive, sit and 

breathe. There are restaurants, hotels, sky scrapers, shops and 

places to have fun. The restaurants have food from other countries. 

There are shops with nice colourful things to buy and there are lots 

of places to watch shows and movies. 

All the roads are long, straight and wide. All night there are hun-

dreds of lights. There are cars of all different size and colour and 

many people get parking fines. The city goes for kilometres. 

There are prams with little babies in them. There are milk bars 

where kids like to get lollies and ice creams and much more. Have 

you ever been to the big, amazing city? 

The Desert 
 

By Mia L,  

Paula M and  

Seung Hyeon P 

 

The desert is big and 

dry. It hardly ever rains and there are snakes and kangaroos. In the 

sand there are big holes like a giant has been walking leaving foot-

prints. At day time the sun is so hot and dry that the air looks like it 

is moving. When the sun sets it looks like a face. When snakes 

move across the sand they leave a trail. 

The Coral Reef 
 

By Amy A, Grace H,  

Clancy L and  

Tuesday L 

 

The reef is very 

colourful. You might see 

a sunken ship if you are 

lucky. The reef is full of beautiful animals and plants. If you are 

lucky, you could see a clown fish. Here and there you will see bright 

amazing coral. The coral sways with the sea.  

Deep down  in the ocean in the abyss, it is dark and mysterious and 

some fish could swallow you whole. 

It is a magical blue that gets darker as you travel deeper. Sometimes 

the sea is freezing and sometimes it is warm. There are fish of all 

shapes and sizes. As you learn more about the ocean you will see that 

sometimes it is not as beautiful and safe as we described! 

This term, 2L is learning about the similarities and differences  

between people and places throughout the world. We have also  

been learning how  to write descriptions. Here are some of our  

descriptions of different places in the world.  

 

Illustrations by Alejandro S 



Tree Summits in November 
The summits are being held to give the community an 
opportunity to contribute to the development of a new 
policy for how trees are managed in the CoPP in the 
future. This will include such things as addressing 
climate change and the heat island effect (cities are 
generally approximately 4 degrees hotter than the 
country because of our hard surfaces), identifying ways 
of watering trees with reduced rainfall and water 
restrictions, tree selection to minimise allergic reactions 
and property damage and tree planting and 
maintenance. 

Council Tree Summits:  
Less rain + a hotter climate = trouble for trees  
Do you have opinions and ideas about looking after 
local trees and nature strips?  If yes, come along to one 
of our Tree Summits  and help council develop our city 
wide policy on trees and nature strips.  Not a tree 
expert?  It doesnõt matter! Experts will be on hand to 
help everyone contribute to this important community 
event. 
 
Sessions: 
14th Nov :  9:00amð12:00pm  - MSAC, Albert Park  
18th Nov :  6:30ð9:30pm  - St Kilda Town Hall  
25th Nov :  6:30ð9:30pm  - Port Melbourne Town Hall  
 
To register and for venue details, please email 
rsvp@portphillip.vic.gov.au  or call ASSIST on 9209 6777. 
  

Stocking Fillers  
After the Fiesta we have Smencils left over to sell.  These 
coloured pencils have a realistic smell and are made 
from recycled newspaper.  Kids love them!  Available 
from the school office for only $1.00 each. 
 
Attachments :  
Volunteers & Helpers Morning Tea  
Market Flyer - November  
 
 
 

Intention for 2010  
I wish to advise that my child/children as listed below, will not be returning to Elwood PS in 2010.  
 
Student Name : _________________________________________________  Grade : _______________ 
 
Student Name : _________________________________________________   Grade : _______________ 
 
Parent Signature : ________________________________________________   Date : ________________ 
 

Reason : We would very much appreciate your comments/feedback to assist with future planning.  

 
 Moving House : _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 Family Moving Interstate : ____________________________________________________ 
 
 Transferring to another Victorian State  School :   
 Name of School (to assist with transfer arrangements) : ___________________________ 
 
 Transferring to Private School : Name of School : _______________________________ 
 
Other : ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 I am happy for a member of the school community to contact me.  
 
 
PLEASE RETURN TO THE SCHOOL OFFICE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE  

mailto:rsvp@portphillip.vic.gov.au



